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January 2026
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1  8 p.m.
LASFS 
meeting

2 3

4 5 6 7 8  8 p.m. 
LASFS 
meeting

9  Anime 
Los Angeles

10  Anime 
Los Angeles

11  11 a.m.
Board 
Meeting

12 13 14 Reading
Orbit

15  8 p.m. 
LASFS 
meeting

16 17  L.A. 
Filkers 
Anonymous

18 19 20 21 22  8 p.m. 
LASFS 
meeting

23 24

25  
Pasadena 
Comic Con

26 27 28 29  8 p.m. 
LASFS 
meeting

30 31

All times are PT. Events in black text are LASFS events. Events in gray text are not.  Links to gray events
can be found in the Upcoming Conventions & Events columns inside this issue.

Thursday Program Items
January 1: No Program
January 8: Hybrid meeting at Denny’s (5525 N. Sepulveda Blvd., Sherman Oaks). Auction.
January 15: No Program
January 22: No Program
January 29: No Program

Meeting Tech Specs: LASFS meetings are currently held online via Zoom—and in person once a month.
Contact host Susan Fox at susanfox@scifi.radio to receive an invitation, the meeting password, and 
weekly reminders
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Publisher and Editor: Matthew Mitchell

De  Profundis is  the  newsletter  of  the  Los
Angeles  Science  Fantasy  Society.  The  club’s
Web  site  is  http://www.lasfs.org.  De  Prof is
available in PDF format for free and in print from
the editor at cost for printing and postage. Print
subscribers must  fund and maintain a balance
for printing and mailing.
     Westercon  is  a  service  mark  of  the  Los
Angeles Science Fantasy Society, Inc. (LASFS,
Inc.). Worldcon and NASFiC are service marks
of the World Science Fiction Society (WSFS).
     The editor requests news items of interest to
LASFS members.  While  the  editor  accepts  no
advertising in De Prof, he will attempt to publish
relevant event announcements.
     Send such material to Matthew Mitchell at
2121 Nadeau Street #D16, Mojave, CA 93501 or
via  email  to  captmurdock@gmail.com.
Deadlines  are  fluid.  Any  material  deemed  not
appropriate for  De Prof will be forwarded to the
Official  Collator  for  APA-L  for  possible  public-
ation.  The editor will prioritize content mandated
in  the  LASFS By-Laws  and  supported by any
applicable club traditions.
     Print recipients are responsible for informing
the editor  of  address  changes.  The  editor  will
stop  mailing  newsletters  to  anyone  whose
mailing is returned.
     Statements herein are those of the editor or
writer and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of  the  club  or  other  members.  Parenthetical
interjections are solely the responsibility  of  the
editor.  Any  resemblance  betwixt  smartassery
and responsibility are purely coincidental.
    Addendum: At the LASFS Board of Directors
meeting  on  April  13,  2025,  the  directors
accepted Matthew Mitchell’s proposal to become
editor of De Profundis.
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Condensed Cream of Menace
(Official, approved minutes are also available 
online at https://www.lasfs.org/lasfs-meeting- 
minutes.)

George!
September 11, 2025

Meeting #4596
Cathy Johnson, presiding

Matt Mitchell, Scribe

Like  an  orchestra  tuning  its  instruments,  the
technical crew at the hybrid meeting struggled to
get the Zoom and microphones set up.  The lack
of  whiteboard  for  the  program  tonight  was  a
source  of  consternation  for  a  brief  moment.
President  Cathy  Johnson  had  to  pound  the
gavel a couple of times to get the attendees to
come to order, and from somewhere came a call
of  “The  meetings  will  continue  until  morale
improves” which  was  ignored  as  the  meeting
started at 8:02 p.m.

Hatchings, Matchings and Dispatchings
Nick Smith contributed the following info:
Hatchings:
• 1956,  Tony  Gilroy,  screenwriter for  movies

and TV.
• 1958,  Roxann Dawson,  actor  and  director,

known for Star Trek: Voyager
Susan Fox added the following hatchings:
• Elizabeth Henstridge, actress from Agents of

S.H.I.E.L.D.
• Tyler  Hoechlin,  one  of  the  lead  actors  in

Superman and Lois
• Earl Holliman, actor from Forbidden Planet
Media anniversaries: 
• • 1934, Maniac, a very strange movie.
Dispatchings:
• Scott Spiegel, director, writer, actor and old

colleague of Sam Raimi
• Polly Holliday, actress in the TV series Alice

and the movie Gremlins
• Nicky  Ryan,  composer  and  soundtrack

producer for The Lord of The Rings.

Reading of the minutes of meeting #4595
Eylat  Poliner  bid  $10  to  name these minutes:
“Denny's  Land, Worst  Amusement  Park Ever!”
Maybe  this  is  where  the  pirates  eat  the
tourists… The  members  voted  to  approve  the
minutes at 8:20 p.m.

Patron Saints:
Dale Hales: Charles Lee Jackson II  said Dale

was a childhood friend of his who reconnected
with him at the 1984 Loscon. Dale liked to bring
his  Special  spiced  cider  to the Gift  Exchange.
Matthew  Tepper  recalled  that  after  Allan
Rothstein  passed  and  his  collection  was
donated  to  LASFS  for  auction,  Dale  bought
several  items  from  Allan’s  collection,  profiting
himself and the club.  Dale was given 3 cheers.

Speaking  of  gift  exchanges,  Michael  Thorsen
was remembered by Matthew as a hard worker
who  also  knew  how  to  have  fun.  Eylat
remembered  many  games  of  Mah Jongg  with
him.   Chris  Marble  remembered  Mike  for  the
Kermit  Cam  and  the  virtual  masquerade.
Christian  McGuire  remembered  that  Mike
produced  a  video  of  the  Gift  Exchange  with
Tadao Tomamatsu and Michael Mason.  Mike
Thorson was given 3 cheers and a Kermit cam.

Committee Reports
Honor  Guard: CL  reported  that  the  Spot  of
Honor  is  held  this  month  by  the   Brown Coat
Auxiliary  Depression  and  Anxiety  Support
System,  better  known  as  BADASS.  Dr.  Susie
Honeybee Searight explained the organization in
greater detail.

Registrar: Matthew introduced our guest, Karina
Gaia Sophia, who also goes by Hecate.  A self-
styled  witch  who  found  us  via  member  Jack
Parsons,  she  also  loves science,  fantasy,  and
pulp magazines such as Amazing Stories, and
“anything interdimensional and occult.”
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Treasurer:  Elayne  Pelz  said  everybody's  paid
up through tonight’s meeting, but  we still  need
donations, largely due to the reconstruction on
the new clubhouse.   She passed the progress
report on that to Dean Johnson.  Stay tuned for
that... 

Board of Directors: Michelle reminded us that
this  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  is  the  Board  meeting,
members are welcome.
 
Loscon: Eylat and Susan gave the info for 51 in
the chat:
Guests of Honor  :  

Writer – Ursula Vernon/T Kingfisher
Artist – Benton Jew
Music –Lynn Gold
Fan – Tadao Tomomatsu

  Eylat added that Loscon 52 has all their Guests
of  Honor,  but  she  elected  to  keep  us  all  in
suspense as to their identities.  
Programming
Next week: Gene Turnbow will be presenting his
newly-released book,  Juniper Fairchild and the
Alterwhere.

Fannish  wellness: Chris  Marble  reported
George Mulligan is doing fine, though still not on
his feet. Selena Phanara is also doing fine, and
is taking a mental health trip up to Sacramento
area.

Eylat says Heidi Nichols and Joyce Sperling are
both doing better.

Old Business: 
Dean says the building is much improved from
when we got it.  The contractor has knocked out
several  non-loadbearing  walls  and  removed  a
door.  The  roof  has  been  fixed.  They  will  be
putting  in  carpet  next,  then  bringing  in
bookshelves and building them along the walls.
The interior will be painted in a Cape Cod blue.
Still  under  construction  are  the  bathrooms,
kitchenette  and  the  long  ramp  in  the  back.
Questions about parking, a floorplan, use of the
roof and how much square footage (about 2200
square  feet,  for  the  record)  were  asked  and
answered.  Yes, Virginia, the meetings will still
be hybrid.

The other  old business – which could also be
considered Programming – was the Nominations
for Forrest  J. Ackerman Award.  CL explained
the award and who it honors.  Susan Fox read
off  the  previous  recipients.   There  were many

nominees  including  C.J.  Cherryh,  Susan  Fox
and  Gene  Turnbow,  H.  Beam  Piper,  Douglas
Adams,  Hawkwind,  George  Pal,  Russell  T.
Davies, James White, Joe Hisaichi, Brian Aldiss,
Ron  Goulart,  Joe  Haldeman,  Gerry  Anderson,
Mary Shelley.  After several ballots, C.J. Cherryh
was named the Honoree.

New Business
None.

Regular announcements:
Francis Hamit brought copies of his novel to the
meeting.

Lee  Grixit’s  Moment  of  Science  included  a
prediction that as medical science is apparently
curing or  will  soon be curing many debilitating
conditions,  physical  therapy  for  the  recently
undisabled will be a viable career choice.

Hare Hobbs announced his nephew Jason will
be moving to this area soon and will probably be
attending LASFS meetings.

Barbara  Harmon  suggested  that  if  anyone
wanted  to  write  articles  and  such,  they  could
contribute  to  APA-L.   She  brought  several
copies with here this evening.

Nick  mentioned  this  week  was  the  50th
anniversary of  C.J.  Cherryh's first  sale, so her
Forry Award is fortuitous.

CL  mentioned  his  seasonal  Facebook  page,
Halloween Haunts, Highlights, and Hijinks.

Francis  has  a  Substack  about  things  in  the
intelligence  community,  the  Army  and  various
current and upcoming geopolitical events.

Cathy reminded us that while this meeting may
be  in  the  worst  amusement  park  ever,  cast
member  Andre  had  once  again  treated  the
members well, so take a crowbar to your wallets
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and leave a tip when you pay your bill!

Eylat  moved  to  adjourn  at  9:19  p.m  to  the
sounds of dollar bills flapping away in the night.

Board Meeting
September 14, 2025

Michelle Pincus, chairing
Susan Fox, Secretary

Called to order: 11:00 a.m.
 
Present:
Chair  Michelle  Pincus,  Vice  Chair  Matthew
Tepper,  Secretary Susan Fox,  Eylat  Poliner,
Gavin  Claypool,  Elayne  Pelz,  Christian  B.
McGuire, Cathy Johnson, Dean Johnson, Heide
Nichols.
Non-Board  Members: Scribe  Matt Mitchell,
Webmistress  Kristine  Cherry, Club  member
observers
 
Minutes:
Approved
 
New Members:
Karina Gaia-Sophia
David Krieger
 
Treasurer’s Report [Elayne Pelz]
We currently have $163,497.27 in the treasury.
 
30 Second Reports
Chairman [Michelle Pincus]: No report
 
Vice Chairman [Matthew Tepper]: No report
 
Secretary [Susan Fox]: No report
 
Comptroller  [Gavin  Claypool] $149,393.18  in
investment account as of September 12, 2025
 
Library [Gavin Claypool] No report
 
Quartermaster [Heide Nichols]: No report
 
Archives [Cathy Johnson]: No report
 
Physical Plant (in storage) [Rob Powell]: Not
present
 
AV Equipment (in storage) [Dean Johnson]:
No report
 
Events [Eylat Poliner]:  Loscon 51 had a long

meeting yesterday, with Eylat, Christian, Arlene,
Elizabeth, and Sherri. Very productive.

Request  to  change  the  passwords  and  phone
numbers  to  Susan  Fox  for  2FA.  Susan  will
connect with Krystal to do this.

Convention  meeting  next  week,  Eylat  to  send
emails.

Tabled at Strategicon, Baycon.
 
Loscon 52 has all Guests of Honor in place. TBA
at Loscon.

Eylat is working with Dean on the postcard, and
Kristine for website.
 
CLJII  has  an  event  proposal,  when  and  if  he
arrives at meeting.
 
Publications  [Christian  McGuire]: Doing
excellenly due  to  the fine work of  Scribe  Matt
Mitchell.
 
Marketing  and  Recruitment  [Michelle
Pincus]: No report.

Eylat:  permission  to  contact  CSUN  about
events? YES.
 
Significant Others
Club President [Cathy Johnson] We just had an
in-person  meeting  last  Thursday,  possibly  the
fullest  room  in  months.  One  new  member,
Carina, joined immediately.

We gave out the Forry Award: C.J. Cherryh.

Gavin: Thanksgiving Meeting will not be hybrid,
on account of the Audio Visual needs. Susan will
change  the  invitation.  Matt  won’t  be  there  in
person,  what  is  the  protocol  for  a  substitute
scribe? Eylat volun-told Matthew Tepper.
 
Webmistress [Kristine Cherry]: no report
“I  would  like  to  have  a  moment  during  the
agenda  tomorrow  to  review  the  draft  of  the
website  submission  guidelines.”  One  person
submitted  multiple  entries,  that’s  enough.  No
religion, no politics, members’ submission only,
no advertising, no kickstarters, member authors
are  allowed ONE post  for  each  book.  Further
website advertising to be made available for  a
charge, no free “special consideration.”

De Profundis #616, January 2026 5



Eylat  offers  to  put  pre-Loscon  programming
notes  and  pre-con  homework  in  the  monthly
convention email. Susan can put the “classics of
sf”  books to be discussed, with the rest of the
convention  notes  on  the  weekly  meeting
invitation.

Susan: requests that the LASFS website lists of
annual  cons  and  honorees  be  updated.  Will
email Kristine.

Motion,  to  accept  Kristine’s  proposals  for
website  submission  guidelines,  moved  and
accepted.
 
Monthly  update  about  our  new  building
[Elayne Pelz, Dean Johnson and anyone else
working on it]
Dean:  we  are  in  the  process.  Knocked  down
non-load-bearing  walls.  Not  as  open  as  we
might  have  liked,  like  that  steel  beam  in  the
middle of the building.  We will  paint  the walls,
took a side door out that goes into an alley, back
expanded  for  ADA  guidelines,  ramp,  fixing
bathroom,  adding  tiny  kitchenette  [sink  and
fridge],  hoping to put  the soda machine in the
front entry area. Cost of hardwood flooring is too
high, so we will probably go with industrial type
carpet. Calculating wall space for bookshelves.

Elayne:  painting this  week.  Inside  and outside
have  been  patched.   Poured foundation  to  fix
hole, putting linoleum in bathroom, kitchen, back
storage area. After painting: working bathroom,
floors,  lamps.  The  building  is  raised  over
foundation, and they used it as a trash area. It’s
now clean and sandy.  Some plumbing issues,
will need to repipe from sewer which will require
a hole in the front pavement to be opened and
re-paved.

Gavin: Big Jon toilet seats – not all members like
those. Can we compromise on one Big one and
one  normal  one?  Let’s  talk  after  we  move in.
Eylat is in favor of large capacity ADA compliant
toilets, will research.

Gavin: is the underside any use to us for storage
or anything? No. There is an outdoor cubbyhole,
like a giant  dog house. Elayne is building in a
storage area, from the non-removable wall to the
back of the building.

Gavin:  when  can  we  actually  occupy  the
building? Elayne says, within two months, or by
December.

Matthew:  are  we pulling  cable?  Ethernet?  We
will have wi-fi. The place is small enough that it
will  reach the entire building. There should not
be any  reason to  move the modem once it  is
placed. We will decide on service provider once
we get in the building.
 
Business Before The Board:
CLJII,  not  present  but  wrote  in:  “I  have  some
brief  updates  on  what  I'm  now  calling  the
"Housewarming" in January I'd like to mention,
and a question for the Sense of the Board about
the "Forry" Award.” Eylat may add the event to
the event list. For anything else that the Board
needs to approve, we will  forward this to “new
business” next meeting.
 
Open Forum
Michelle and Heide will have excused absences
for October 12.  Gavin will try to keep meeting
time clear, due to his busy tax season schedule.
 
Next  meeting  date: October  12,  2025,  11:00
a.m.

Adjournment at 11:54 a.m.
 

Hey, Rocky!
September 18, 2025

Meeting #4592
Eylat Poliner, presiding

Matt Mitchell, Scribe

As  our  esteemed  president  had  an  excused
absence  tonight,  vice-president  Eylat  Poliner
had no need to initiate a palace coup to gavel
the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.

Hatchings, Matchings and Dispatchings
Nick Smith gave us the following Hatchings:
• 1884,  Gertrude  Barrows Bennett,  early  s-f

writer and illustrator
• 1917, June Foray, voice artist for Jay Ward,

Disney and Warner Bros
• 1948, Lin Abbey, s-f writer & editor
• 1963, John Powell, composer
Susan  Fox  contributed  more  Hatchings  in  the
chat, including:
• Babs Olusanmokun  (Dr.  M’Benga  in  Star

Trek: Strange New Worlds, Jamis in Dune)
• James  Marsden  (Cyclops  in  the  X-Men

films,  live  action  parts  in  Enchanted and
Sonic The Hedgehog

• Jada Pinkett  Smith (Scream 2,  The Matrix
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Revolutions)
Media anniversaries: 
• Nick  mentioned  the  1987  premieres  of

Amazon Women  on  the  Moon,  and  Slave
Girls  From  Beyond  Infinity.  Susan  added
that  The  Addams  Family television  show
debuted on this date in 1964.

Dispatchings:
• Patricia Crowley, actress 
• Robert Redford, actor
• Robert Luke Harshman aka Bobby Hart, of

the singing duo Boyce and Hart

Reading of the minutes for meeting #4596
Debra  Levin  bid  $5  to  name  the  minutes:
“George!”   Chris Marble moved to approve the
minutes, which the members sustained at 8:18
p.m.

Patron Saints:
Karl  Lembke: Chris  Marble  said  Karl  was  a
great  guy  and  a  great  supporter  of  the  club.
Susan mentioned his “staying power” in terms of
holding  club  office,  including  the  Board
Chairmanship.  Also,  Karl  was  a  force  to  be
reckoned  with  in  the  field  of  Convention
hospitality. Barbara Harmon said Karl was very
knowledgeable  about  biology  and  was  a
gourmet chef.   Maryann Canfield mentioned in
the chat she asked for one of Karl’s onion rings,
only to be told as he passed it over that it was
calamari.  Karl  was  given  3  cheers  and  a
wonderful con suite.

Committee Reports
Honor Guard: Charles Lee Jackson II said the
spot of honor was being held by BADASS, and
praised their support of our club and fandom in
general

Registrar:  Matthew  Tepper  reported  that  we
had no guests this evening.

Treasurer: Elayne Pelz mentioned that we have
people who owe dues.  She also gave thanks to
3 people who donated large sums last week.

Board of Directors: As Michelle Pincus was not
with  us  tonight,  Matthew,  in  his  role  as  vice

chair,  said  the  Board  approved  some  new
members and that the next  Board meeting will
be  on  October  12  on  this  Zoom  channel.
Michelle  will  be  absent,  so  Matthew  will  be
stepping in for her there as well.

Programming:  Eylat  announced  that  tonight’s
program  had  to  be  postponed  because  Gene
Turnbow is recovering from dental  surgery,  so
he will be reading to us from his new book on
October 9th at  the Denny’s  hybrid meeting. At
our  veep’s  request,  Susan  posted  future
programming in the chat:

October 2: Andrew Plotkin will present his
interactive website.
October 9: Denny’s hybrid. Gene Turnbow
does a reading from his new book,  Juniper
Fairchild and the Alterwhere. [Rescheduled.]
October 16: No program
October  23: Mark  Poliner  Presents
Freemasonry and SF.
October  30:  CLJ  II  reads  to  the  club
members.

Loscon  51: Eylat  said  that  the  committee
meeting this last Saturday was very productive.
She said there is a full  staff  meeting on Zoom
this  coming  Sunday;  at  her  request,  Susan
posted  the  link  in  the  chat,  for  anyone  who
wants to slave away the Thanksgiving weekend.
Eylat  also  mentioned  that  Loscon  52 has  an
appointment  to  get  their  website  done  next
month.

From  there,  Fannish  Wellness  guru  Chris
Marble reported that  George Mulligan is doing
fine,  and  getting  occasional  physical  therapy.
Selina  Phanara is  also  doing  fine.   Eylat  was
very  busy  this  week  and  did  not  have  an
opportunity  to  check  in  with  Heidi  Nichols  or
Joyce Sperling.   CL said  his physical therapy
has improved the condition of his back, and he
might  be able to  adapt some of the PT to his
college gym class.

Old Business:
Susan  has  gone  to  see  the  inside  of  the
clubhouse building, and said that it is bigger on
the  inside…than  the  inside  previously  was.
(Just as well: we don’t want the library ending up
in  the  swimming  pool.)  The  contractors  are
currently painting and building a ramp.  After that
they will probably be installing the necessities for
the bathrooms.  Susan asked about drainage for
rainwater.   Elayne  assured  her  that  excess
runoff will go where it needs to.
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New Business
None

Reviews
Gizmo  Powell  reviewed  Weird  Al  Yankovic’s
recent concert at the Kia forum.  He’s still kicking
it!

Nick  said  Spinal  Tap  II  is  genuinely  appalling,
unless you loved the first one.  CL added that
Rob  Reiner  appeared  recently  on  the  Colbert
show and explained what took so friggin’ long to
get this movie made.

Eylat reviewed  Curriculum, a hard s-f show on
Amazon Prime about futuristic travel with lots of
twists and turns...which travel often has.

Christine Lipscomb recently saw  Thunderbolts*
and  particularly  enjoyed  the  performance  of
Florence Pugh who played the sister of Natasha.

Nick saw the Eleventh Doctor,  Matt Smith, in a
crime-caper film called  Caught Stealing.  Brutal
but riveting, he called it.

Miscellaneous
CL  witnessed  the  onslaught  of  the  Food
Network’s Halloween competition shows.

Backtracking  to  Regular  Announcements, Nick
related lots of showings at Brain Dead Studios,
Vidiots, and the New Art, and several signings at
Annabelle's  Book  Club  in  Studio  City  and
Vromans bookstore in Pasadena.

CL  announced  that  his  Halloween
Haunts,  Highlights,  and  Hijinks
Facebook page  is  set  to  go  off  to
coincide with the autumnal equinox.
(Maybe he can stand an egg on end
as well.)

Eylat mentioned that she is going to
need a better cheat sheet for her to
run her next meeting.  CL suggested
cuneiform  on  clay  bricks,  to  the
approval and amusement of several.
As Eylat was restrained by protocol
from making her usual motion, Matt
Mitchell  moved  to  adjourn,  Willard
Stone seconded, and the membership
departed  at  8:44  p.m  in  search  of  Sumerian
meeting agendas.

Better than Nothing
September 25, 2025

Meeting #4598
Eylat Poliner, presiding

Matt Mitchell, Scribe

With president Cathy Johnson being absent for
the second week in a row, vice-president Eylat
Poliner assumed the mantle, grabbed the gavel
and called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.

We started the evening with our program guest:
Anthony  Eichenlaub  of  Minnesota  (two  time
zones east  of  us),  writer  of  short  stories,  self-
published novelist and game writer.  He read for
us  two  of  his  short  stories:  “The  Cemetery
Merchant” and “The Hero of Your Own Story.”
Afterwards,  Anthony  accepted  the  applause,
feedback  and questions of  the  members.   He
apparently  has  a  couple  of  novel  series  out,
including an s-f take on  detective noir that puts
an emphasis on noir.  He also briefly discussed
his background in the biomedical tech field.

Moving  back to the regular  order  of  business,
Susan  Fox  gave  us  the  Hatchings,  Matchings
and Dispatchings:
Hatchings:
• 1919,  Betty  Ballentine,  co-founder  of  the

publishing house by that name
• 1930, Shel Silverstein, poet and performer
• Catherine Zeta Jones, and her husband,
• Michael Douglas (not in the same year...)
• Will Smith

• Mark Hamill
• Christopher Reeve

Media anniversaries: 
• National Comic Book Day
• Math  storytelling  Day,  a  great

opportunity  to  get  children
excited  about  math  through
stories and games.

• 1987,  the  premiere  of  The
Princess Bride

Dispatchings:
• Peter  Jason,  actor  who

appeared  in  several  John
Carpenter films

After  Matt Mitchell’s  Reading of  the
Minutes  of  Meeting  #4597, Susan
bid  $5  to  name  the  minutes:  “Hey

Rocky!”   Amid  several  Rocky  and  Bullwinkle-
based  quips,  the  members  approved  the
minutes at 8:31 p.m.
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Patron Saints.
First, Mike Donahue.  Chris Marble  described
him as a wonderful fellow and great supporter of
the  club.   Larry  Niven  added  that  Mike  is  “
intensely  likable.”  Eylat  read  from  the  Warren
Commission Report the Patron Saint biography,
and related that Mike was chair of the first four
La-La  Cons  and  participated  in  the  1999
NASFiC, among others.  Mike was given three
cheers and a 16-millimeter film projector.

Ron Ellik, our next Patron Saint, Susan called
him a contemporary of Everett Evans and Paul
Freehafer. Ron co-edited Shangri L'Affaires and
collaborated with Bruce Pelz on Starsprinkle. He
co-wrote  a  Man  From  UNCLE novel  and
attended the 1962 Eastercon as a Trans Atlantic
Fan  Fund  delegate.   Ron  was  given  three
cheers.

Our final Saint of the evening, Barry Workman,
Matthew Tepper referred to him as "Sarge" and
called him a really capable carpenter, and said
he performed in a college performance of  Das
Rheingold.  Eylat  said  that  in  addition  to
participating in the 1976 Worldcon, Barry, along
with Jerry Pournelle and others, helped prepare
the second LASFS clubhouse.  Barry was given
3 cheers and a Kaboom.

Committee Reports
Honor Guard: Charles Lee Jackson II informed
us that tonight was the last that BADASS would
hold  the  Spot  of  Honor.  The  usual  auction  to
choose  October's  holder  garnered  $20  from
Eylat.   She decreed that 2 weeks would go to
LosCon 51, while the other 2 weeks would go to
whatever entity, at CL's discretion.

Chris Marble reported on behalf of the Fannish
Wellness  Committee that  George Mulligan  is
doing better at physical therapy; apparently they
found  a  therapist  who  actually  gets  George  a
little  motivated.  Eylat  spoke  to  Joyce  Sperling
who seems in much better spirits and sends her
appreciation back to the club.

Elayne Pelz made the  Treasurer end-of-month
call: Pay for the next month!

Registrar: Matthew Tepper said that other than
Anthony, our program guest, we are members-
only tonight. Matthew also informed us that the
next  Board  of  Directors meeting  will  be  on
October  12th at  11:00 AM.  Funky 70s trendy

jackets are optional.

Eylat  ran  through  the  Programming  upcoming
for the month of October. 

Susan  ran  through  the  Guests  of  Honor  and
membership rates for  Loscon 51.  Eylat added
that  LosCon  52 is  at  station-keeping,  so  no
news is good news. 

Neither  Old  Business nor  New  Business
managed  to  slip  in  through  the  back  door
wearing  a  hat  and  trenchcoat,  and  there  was
great rejoicing.

Timebound announcements
Susan reported that  American Cinemateque is
screening  Big  Trouble  in  Little  China this
Saturday,  with  a  Q&A  with  John  Carpenter.
Matt, after confusing Lionel Barrymore for John,
pasted  some  upcoming  movies  from  De
Profundis in the chat.

Science report: 
Lee Grixit gave us the latest tricorder update, a
non-medical  one  to  boot.   Apparently  phone
cameras might be used as spectrographs, and
be  able  to  analyze  objects  you  photograph.
(Finally, something to do besides selfies.)   Lee
also  gave  us  a  review  of  a  Youtube  channel
called  Alliterative which  traces  the  origins  of
words...and also cocktails.  Cheeky and geeky.

Miscellaneous
CL related that he had a biopsy in Tarzana.  He
then went to the Target in Topanga Canyon in
search of holiday-themed foodstuffs.  The staff
at this store were very helpful in getting him an
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electric cart and in spelunking through the stock
room in search of his desired goodies.

Seeing no other news, reviews, announcements,
asides,  or  other  rhyming  or  alliterative  words,
Eylat asked if anyone had a motion.  Susan took
the  hint  with  alacrity  and  moved  to  adjourn.
Dean  Johnson  seconded  and  the  members
sustained at 8:55 p.m.

26 Years Later
August 28, 2025
Meeting #4599

Eylat Poliner, presiding
Matt Mitchell, Scribe

As our esteemed president once again strutting
the stage, it fell to one of our two vice-presidents
to  run the  meeting.   Eylat  Poliner  was having
some technical  difficulty,  and  for  a  few frantic
moments  it  looked  Susan  Fox  would  have  to
step in.  Providence finally stepped back in the
room, enabling Eylat to call the meeting to order
at 8:00 p.m.

As our  program guest,  author  Andrew Plotkin,
resides on the East Coast, Eylat had him open
the meeting with his presentation on interactive
fiction and games.  It started with the beginnings
of the World Wide Web, the rise of text-based
adventure games such as Zork and the original
Hitchhiker’s  Guide computer  game,  and  from
there  going  into  using  the  technology  for
collaborative  storytelling.   Andrew  then
answered  a  couple  of  questions  about  his
methodology and his background in computers.

Hatchings, Matchings and Dispatchings
Nick Smith started with these Hatchings:
• 1909,  Alex  Raymond,  creator  of  Flash

Gordon
• 1911,  John  Finney  aka  Walter  Breannan

Finney aka Jack Finney, writer of Invasion of
the Body Snatchers

• 1948, Persis Khambatta and Avery Brooks,
both Star Trek actors.

• 1954  Diane  Carey,  author  of  several  Star
Trek novels

Matchings:
• Christine  Lipscomb announced  in  the  chat

tonight  was  her  and  Greg’s  26th  wedding
anniversary.

Media anniversaries:
• 1959 premiere of The Twilight Zone

Dispatchings:
• Renato Cesaro, Movie poster artist
• Jane Goodall, naturalist

Reading of the Minutes of Meeting #4598 
Chris Marble bid $4 to name the minutes: “Better
than Nothing.”  Willard Stone moved to accept,
Chris  seconded. At  8:48 p.m.  the membership
decreed: we had minutes.

Patron Saints:
Charles Lee Jackson II gave the run-down of the
LASFS Patron Saints.  This week,  Steve Bilan
was honored.  Chris reminded us he was Greg
Bilan's  brother,  and thought  he was as  nice a
guy as Greg.  Eylat, consulting the Encyclopedia
Galactica, the LASFS Patron Saint archive, said
Steve  accompanied  Greg  to  the  60th  World
Science Fiction Convention in 2002, and was on
the  membership  roll  for  L.A.  Con  IV.   Greg
donated to the club and conferred Sainthood on
not  only  his  brother  Steve,  but  also his  father
Mark.  Steve was given three cheers. 

Committee Reports
We started with  the  Fannish Wellness  report
this  evening:  Chris  reported  that  George
Mulligan's  hip  is  hurting  him.   He  also  said
Joanne  Dow  says  hi.   Eylat  mentioned  that
Joyce Sperling is chipper.
 
Honor  Guard: CL,  after  giving  a  brief
explanation of the Spot of Honor, noted that this
week  this  spot  was  held  by  his  Halloween
Haunts,  Highlights  and  Hijinks  page,  the
spookiest page on Facebook – and possibly the
most alliterative.

Treasurer: Elayne Pelz reminded us it’s a new
month, and while most everyone had paid up for
this evening, a couple of slackers needed to pay
their dues.

Registrar:  Matthew  Tepper  reported  that  our
one  guest  has  already  presented  himself.
Switching  hats,  from  fedora to  deerstalker,  he
also said the next  Board of Directors meeting
will be October 12 at 11:00 a.m. on this Zoom
channel.

Programming:  Susan  reminded  us  that  next
week, hubby Gene Turnbow will do a reading at
the Denny’s  hybrid meeting.   Seguing slightly
into  Old  Business,  Susan  asked  if  the  2nd
meeting in November would be hybrid’ing from
the clubhouse.  Elayne said the new clubhouse
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is  almost  done,  but  carpeting  and  the
bookshelves  still  need  to  be  installed,  so
Denny’s is going to have to put up with us for
one more month.

Loscon 51:  Susan gave a quick recital  of  the
dates, Guests of Honor and attendance fees.

Timebound announcements:
Nick and Matt gave a quick rundown of various
genre movies, of which there was a plethora this
month,  in  the various specialty houses around
town.

Eylat decided to throw all the remaining Regular
Announcements into the Dutch oven:
• Brad Goldberg had a question about selling

his books at Loscon.  
• Matthew reviewed the creepy bat behind CL

on his microwave oven.  
• Victor  Frost  reviewed a  book  by  Rebecca

Thorne. 

• Nick  reported  on  the  2nd  season  of
Peacemaker.  

• CL reported that  Sounds of  the Season is
now  playing  Halloween  music,  mostly
novelty  turns  and  themes  from  Halloween
movies.  

• Susan said that Hollywood News Calendar
is celebrating its 38th anniversary, and she
has been there the whole time.

• Larry Niven reported that Steve Barnes had
hip replacement surgery about three weeks
ago.   Being the sort of guy he is, Steve had
a hard time taking it easy and managed to
overwork himself right into the hospital.  The
club decided to send him a card, although a
small  misnomer  made  it  sound  like  Matt
Smith,  the  Eleventh  Doctor,  would  be
sending the card out on the club’s behalf.

• Marc  Silver  and  Susan  had  a  brief

discussion  about  generating  the  list  of
restaurants  and  other  resources  near  the
new clubhouse.

• CL had  a  brief  aside  regarding  Christmas
programming starting November 2nd.

Susan Fox moved to adjourn at 9:15 p.m, and
Matt seconded while trying to see if his son still
owns a fez.

More Than Acceptable!
October 9, 2025
Meeting #4600

Susan Fox, presiding
Matt Mitchell, Scribe

As  president  Cathy  Johnson  and  audio-video
wizard Dean Johnson were both absent for this
Denny’s hybrid, vice-presidents Susan Fox and
Eylat  Poliner  had a minimal  tech infrastructure
for this meeting.  Chris Marble again wanted to
play “Sweet Georgia Brown” at the three-minute
warning,  but Susan was not  having more than
his  usual  nonsense.  Matt  Mitchell  managed  a
verse  of  “Dedicated  Followers  of  Fashion”
before  Susan  threw  a  virtual  shoe  at  his
forehead in time to call the meeting to order at
8:01 p.m.

Nick Smith slid into the booth beside Susan to
give  us  the  Hatchings,  Matchings  and
Dispatchings
Hatchings included: 
• 1900,  Harry  Bates,  editor  of  Astounding,

writer of Day the Earth Stood Still
• 1936,  Brian Blessed,  famously loud British

actor
• 1949, Jim Starlin,  creator of Thanos, Drax,

Gamora and the Infinity Gauntlet.
• 1954,  Scott  Bakula,  of  Quantum Leap and

Star Trek: Enterprise (yes, and  Eisenhower
& Lutz, too!)

• 1964 Guillermo Del Toro, director of various
fannish TV shows and movies

Media anniversaries:
• 2000, Birds of Prey television show, sort of a

precursor to the Arrowverse.
Dispatchings:
• Patricia Rutledge, actress and Commander

of the Order of the British Empire
• Ron  Dean,  actor  in  several  genre  shows,

usually as a policeman
• John Woodvine, actor, (Knights of God and

American Werewolf in London)
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• Terry  Gary,  fan  writer  and  award-winning
poet

 
Reading of the Minutes
Due  to  our  technical  shortcomings  this  week,
Matt  held  off  the reading till  next week.  Then
you will get two for the price of one.

Patron Saints:
Beverly Kantor: Susan described her as having
a heart of gold.  She was given three cheers.

Committee Reports:
Honor Guard: despite the fact that the Spot of
Honor  was  15  miles  away  at  that  moment,
Charles Lee Jackson II said the spot was shared
by Loscon 51 and his own Halloween Haunts,
Highlights,  and  Hijinks  FaceBooks  page.   Any
rumors that the Spot’s contributions paid for our
new clubhouse may be apocryphal, but that has
never stopped the LASFS from spreading such
rumors before.  

Fannish  Wellness: Chris  Marble  posted  from
the chat that Heidi Nichols must be doing okay
because  she's  been  posting  on  FaceBook.
George  Mulligan  is  mostly  unchanged,  though
his weight is down to 284 lbs.  They've checked
to see if his new shoes fit.  So they're close to
putting him on his feet for only the 2nd time in
2025.

Elayne  Pelz  made  the  Treasurer’s report:
Everybody  in  the  meeting  has  paid  up.   As
always, the club takes donations.

Registrar: Matthew  Tepper  said  Mae  Scott's
son Jason has apparently grown taller since the
last  time  he  attended  a  meeting.   John
Derderian, a first time visitor, appeared on Zoom
and described himself as a long-time reader and
shorter-time writer.

Board of Directors: Michelle Pincus reminded
everyone  of  the  Board  meeting  this  Sunday,
October  12  at  11  a.m.   Contrary  to  earlier
reports, Michelle will be running it.

Loscon 51 is  next  month!  Susan read off  the
Guests  of  Honor  and  the  membership  rates.
Also,  on  October  19th,  Eylat  and  Susan  are
going through the LASFS storage to mark the
material and equipment for the con; committee
members are advised to request early anything
they might need from the unit.  November 26th
is  when  the  stuff  will  be  removed  from  the

storage unit; the 27th is when it will be unloaded
at the LAX Hilton.  Cleaning out of the hotel will
be November 30th, December 1st the stuff will
be shoved back into the storage unit – or maybe
moving into the clubhouse? 

Programming for the remainder of October will
be fairly quiet, until the 30th when CL reads to
the  membership,  probably  something  spooky.
November  5th  will  be  the  nominations  for  the
open  Board  of  Directors  positions.   A  quick
reminder  was  given  that  the  November  27th
meeting,  taking  place  at  Loscon,  will  not  be
hybrid, unfortunately.

Timebound announcements:
Francis Hamit has his book  Star Man for sale.
He  introduced  his  upcoming  memoir,  Out  Of
Step, which will be out next month.  He also has
a new substack.

Nick  gave  us  info  on  several  screenings,
including a 12-hour marathon of horror films in
16mm.   Also,  Annabelle's  Book  Club  is  doing
some fannish book signings.

Program
Gene Turnbow read from his new novel, Juniper
Fairchild  And  The  Alterwhere,  while  strolling
through  the  Denny's  so  more  members  could
hear  him.   After  finishing  the  first  chapter,  he
took questions about the style of fiction he wrote
in and how he started writing in general. When
asked  who  his  favorite  author  was,  Gene
replied,  “It's  like  asking  who  my  favorite
musicians are. It's more by the piece than it is by
the artist.”  After gauging the level of enthusiasm
in the room, Gene read the second chapter of
the book, then said  anyone who wanted more
could  buy  a  copy  of  the  book.   Apparently
several members accepted the challenge.

Announcements:
Eylat  reported  that  the  genetic  testing  she
underwent back in June revealed that she has
22Q  Deletion  Syndrome.  22Q is  apparently
the gene that decides your facial features, heart
condition,  and  other  physical  parameters.   As
Eylat  herself  put  it,  we’ve all  known she’s  not
entirely there, but at least now we know why.

CL  announced  that  October  13th  is  the  59th
anniversary  of  the  Empire.  “This  is  what
happens when you’re too stubborn to quit,” the
Emperor decreed.
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Hare Hobbs announced that Terry Draper,  the
drummer of the rock band Klaatu,  best known
for  the  tune  “Calling  the  Occupants  of
Interplanetary Craft” and once rumored to be the
clandestinely-reunited  Beatles,  passed  away
some months ago.

A motion to adjourn appeared from the aether at
9:04 p.m., and the members dispersed in search
of interplanetary craft.

Upcoming Conventions

January 2-4: SacAnime Winter, Sacramento 
https://www.sacanime.com

January 2-4: EsCon, San Marcos  
https://www.reesgames.com/escon/default.php

January 3: HypeCon, Santa Clara  
https://hypecon.co/

January 3-4: East Bay Card Show, Burlingame 
https://www.eastbaycardshow.com/

January 8-11: Anime Los Angeles, Long Beach 
https://animelosangeles.org

January 9-10: The Hollywood Show, Burbank 
https://www.hollywoodshow.com/default/main

January 15-19: Further Confusion, San Jose  
https://furtherconfusion.org

January 16-18: MondoCon SoCal, Ventura  
https://www.pacificonquest.com/mondocon-
socal.html

January 17-18: Anime Impulse Los Angeles, 
Pomona  https://animeimpulse.com/los-angeles

January 17-18: Collectors Expo, Pomona  
https://www.collectorsexpo.com/

January 17-18: Anime Wave X Anime-nia, 
Fresno  https://www.animewaveofficial.com

January 17-18: BrickUniverse Vallejo  
https://www.brickuniverseusa.com

January 25: Pasadena Comic Con: 
https://pasadenacomiccon.com/

January 30-February 1: Creep I.E. Con V, 
Ontario  https://www.creepiecon.com

January 31: LumaCon, Petaluma  
https://www.lumacon.net/

January 31-February 1: CalComicCon, Orange
https://www.calcomiccon.com

January 31-February 1: VerseCon, 
Sacramento  https://www.verseconvention.com

Upcoming Events

January 1: Stranger Things V: The Finale 
screening at the Egyptian Theater, Los Angeles

January 1-4: Avatar: Fire and Ash screenings at
the Alamo Draft House, L.A.

January 2: A Clockwork Orange screening at 
the Landmark Nuart

January 2: Twilight screening at the Alamo 
Draft House, L.A.

January 3: Star Wars: Episodes IV-VI 
screenings at the Egyptian Theater, Los Angeles

January 3:  The Muppet Movie and Aliens 
screenings at the New Beverly Cinema

January 3: Brazil and Enter the Void screenings
at Brain Dead Studios

January 3: The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
screening at the Landmark Nuart

January 4:  The Muppet Movie screening at the 
New Beverly Cinema

January 5-6: Twilight screenings at the Alamo 
Draft House, L.A.

January 9: The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
screening at the Frida Cinema, Santa Ana

January 9: Twilight: New Moon screening at the
Alamo Draft House, L.A.
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January 9: Vampire Hunter D screening at 
Brain Dead Studios

January 10: The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
screening at the Landmark Nuart

January 10: Aladdin (1992) and Eraserhead 
screenings at the New Beverly Cinema

January 10: The Hunger screening at Vidiots, 
Eagle Rock

January 12-13: Twilight: New Moon screenings 
at the Alamo Draft House, L.A.

January 13: Twin Peaks: Season 1, Episode 1 
screening at the Los Feliz Theater

January 14: A Door Into Ocean by Joan 
Slonczewski: Reading Orbit at Dennys, Garden 
Grove. Email: cdcurl@aol.com

January 15: Total Recall (1990) screening at 
Vidiots, Eagle Rock

January 16: Twilight: Eclipse screening at the 
Alamo Draft House, L.A.

January 16: Robot Jox and The Fifth Element  
screenings at Brain Dead Studios

January 16: OBEX screening at the Laemmle 
Theater, North Hollywood

January 17: Juniper Fairchild and the 
Alterwhere signing by author Gene Turnbow at 
Black Cat Fables bookstore, Monrovia

January 17:  Los Angeles Filkers  Anonymous, 
hosted by Terry & Craig Brussel-Rogers, on 
Zoom and in-person. 
https://conchord.org/lafaad.html

January 17: The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
screening at the Landmark Nuart

January 17: The Once and Future Queen 
signing by author Paula Lafferty at Vroman's 
Bookstore, Pasadena

January 17-18: The Rocketeer screenings at 
the New Beverly Cinema

January 18: The Princess Bride screening at 
Vidiots, Eagle Rock

January 19-20: Twilight: Eclipse screenings at 
the Alamo Draft House, L.A.

January 20: Twin Peaks: Season 1, Episode 2 
screening at the Los Feliz Theater

January 20: Eraserhead screening at Brain 
Dead Studios

January 21: Gremlins 2: The New Batch 
screening at the Alamo Draft House, L.A.

January 24: The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
screening at the Landmark Nuart

January 24: The Texas Chainsaw Massacre 2 
screening at the New Beverly Cinema

January 24-25: Fantasia screenings at the New 
Beverly Cinema

January 25-27: Twilight: Breaking Dawn – Part 
1 screenings at the Alamo Draft House, L.A.

January 26: Monkeyshines and Link screenings
at the New Beverly Cinema

January 27: Twin Peaks: Season 1, Episode 3 
screening at the Los Feliz Theater

January 28: Wolf screening at Brain Dead 
Studios
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January 30: Twilight: Breaking Dawn – Part 2 
screenings at the Alamo Draft House, L.A.

January 30: Total Recall (1990) screening at 
the New Beverly Cinema

January 31: The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
screening at the Landmark Nuart

January 31: Batman Begins screening at the 
New Beverly Cinema

Please contact the con, store, or venue (or visit
its WeIb site) to confirm any events and logistics
before traveling to attend. Events and schedules
are  subject  to  change.  Additions  and  updates
welcome.
     If you’d like to submit cons, events, or news
items of interest to LASFS members for inclus-
ion in  De Prof, please do so by contacting the
editor (see Colophon above).

Clubzine Exchange

In  addition  to  sending  De  Prof to  the  LASFS
membership, we also send copies to about 50 sf
clubs  around  the  world.  Some  of  them
reciprocate  with  their  own publications.   Since
the last issue, we’ve received:

• Starship Express (Science Fiction 
Association of Bergen County, December 
2025)

• Electronic Brain No. 1 (Space Cowboy 
Books, November 2025)

• Probe No. 206 (Science Fiction and 
Fantasy South Africa, December 2025

• OASFiS Event Horizon Vol. 38 Issue 454 
(Orlando Area Science Fiction Society, 
December 2025)

• The Mark of the B*E*A*S*T (Baltimore 
Science Fiction Society, December 2025)

Available Fanzines

Those interested in new fanzines (should) refer 
to https://efanzines.com and https://fanac.org  .  

De Profundis #616, January 2026 15


