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The Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy 5220  ברמ דצ   –  האגודה   חדשות  
  19:30ב   21-52ב   יתקיים ו   , ס גו  תיאודורה   מאת  " המקרה המוזר של בת האלכימאי"  בספר   יעסוק   הקריאה   מועדון   אביב:   תל

  . בפייסבוק   האירוע   בדףו   (, dafna1485@walla.co.il) קירש   דפנה   של   במייל   להירשם   יש   המיקום  לקבלת   בת"א.   דירה ב 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1041913523811981 .   

  לפרטים .  27.11מדריך הקוסמים לאפייה הגנתית" מאת  ט׳ קינגפישר  ויתקיים ביום חמישי, "מועדון יעסוק בספר  ה  ירושלים: 
  אחיטוב  גלי   מרכזת, ה   עם   במייל   קשר  ליצור   או   הפייסבוק  לקבוצת   להצטרף   ניתן   הקריאה,   מועדון   של   המפגשים  על 

,sal.maple@gmail.com   המועדון   לוואטסאפ   להצטרף ו . 
 . בפייסבוק   האגודה  דף ב   או   התפוצה רשימת ל   להצטרף   ניתן   הארץ ברחבי   הקריאה  מועדון   מפגשי   על   שוטפים   עדכונים   לקבלת 

 ועוד(   מפגשים  סדנאות,   הרצאות,   מעניינים,  אירועים   )שפע  האירועים  לוח ב   מופיעים   האגודה  של   האירועים   כל 
Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il 

 

 

This month’s roundup: 
• Special Wartime Issue (#27) – Not over until the last hostage body has returned + the 8th front 

• Reviews of SF Alien monster movies and one TV series 

• SHEER SCIENCE – Sorry, Next time 

• Our usual tidbits from the Web – Sorry, Next time 

Special Wartime Issue #27 
The 8th Front – Monsters vs. Mentshn* 

(*Yiddish for ‘good-hearted people’) 
After 809 days since the October 7th massacres and kidnappings, there is still one (1) hostage body being 
held by the heartless monsters in Gaza. And the war is still not over … 

In 1975, the historian Lucy Dawidowicz published the book “THE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS 1933-1945” 
(https://www.amazon.com/War-Against-Jews-1933-1945/dp/055334532X) about the events before and during the 
Holocaust. However, as we have seen since 1946 – the ‘war against the Jews’ seems unending (and, in any 
case, has been going on for centuries before the Holocaust, in both the Christian and Islamic lands). 

Human ‘Monsters’ abound, and antisemitism is rampant today all over the world. The terrorist attack 
against the peaceful Khanuka candle-lighting ceremony in Bondi Park, Sydney Australia this month, is just 
one example of many. It has been proven numerous times, that ‘anti-Zionists’ are really antisemites. 

However, good people also stood up against the horror and evil of the moment and risked their lives (some 
tragically) to try and stop the Bondi terrorists. See this article (at the “6:43 p.m.: Fighting Back” bookmark): 
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/7173159/jewish/The-Heroes-of-Bondi-Beach.htm  

In this period of family holidays – Khanuka and Christmas/New Year, and throughout the year – when peace 
should reign over all humankind, let’s hope and pray for better times. 

It’s Not Over Until All the Hostage Bodies Have Returned 

May the good guys stay safe, and may the bad guys fail hard – Your editor, Leybl Botwinik 

For further reading: 

https://mjhnyc.org/blog/lucy-s-dawidowicz-the-evolving-ideologies-of-an-intellectual-historian/  
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/dawidowicz-lucy-s  

and also: 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/global-antisemitism-surged-340-in-two-years-report-finds/  
https://worldisraelnews.com/isis-linked-terror-gang-tried-to-kidnap-canadian-jews-women/  

mailto:dafna1485@walla.co.il
mailto:dafna1485@walla.co.il
file:///C:/00_LB/000_Personal/27_CC/CC%202024%20-%2012-Dec%20(War-15)/בדף%20האירוע%20בפייסבוק
https://www.facebook.com/events/1041913523811981
mailto:sal.maple@gmail.com
mailto:isfsffbookclub@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/isfsff
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=lff22lugjf5jocuqm24ovs1uio@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Asia/Jerusalem
http://www.sf-f.org.il/
https://www.amazon.com/War-Against-Jews-1933-1945/dp/055334532X
https://traditiononline.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-War-Against.pdf
https://traditiononline.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-War-Against.pdf
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/7173159/jewish/The-Heroes-of-Bondi-Beach.htm
https://mjhnyc.org/blog/lucy-s-dawidowicz-the-evolving-ideologies-of-an-intellectual-historian/
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/dawidowicz-lucy-s
https://www.timesofisrael.com/global-antisemitism-surged-340-in-two-years-report-finds/
https://worldisraelnews.com/isis-linked-terror-gang-tried-to-kidnap-canadian-jews-women/


 בס"ד   

CyberCozen         Page 2 of 6       Vol.  XXXVII, No. 12; December 2025  

Monsters, Monsters, and More 
Monsters (part I) 

This issue (and in a few upcoming ones), I’d like to run a few ‘Monster’ films and TV series by our readers. 
This may, hopefully, generate some feedback about what you think and feel about any of these recent 
productions. Except for one from 2024, all the rest were screened this year (2025)! 

Let’s start with a SF ‘classic’, then one new player in the field, as well as a few ‘bombs’ (in my opinion). 

Alien Romulus (June 2024) 

For followers of the Alien franchise, this one was very good. Solid, scary stuff. According to Wikipedia:  

“… the seventh instalment in the Alien film series, set between the events of Alien (1979) and Aliens (1986)… six 

downtrodden young space colonists who encounter hostile creatures while scavenging a derelict space station in 

which they plan to navigate to another planet.” 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alien_(franchise)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alien_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aliens_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_colonist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenomorph
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When I first watched it, it wasn’t initially clear to me that this creature was the survivor of the original Alien 
movie (1979) that Sigourney Weaver had sent out into the cold of outer space to freeze and die. What was 
apparent, though, was that this was one of the same species of Xenomorph monsters that was practically 
impossible to kill. The second, important, piece of information that kind of flies by in this and all of the 
previous movies that I’ve watched, is that there is a conglomerate running things in the background – in fact 
something even greater than that (see the Alien Earth TV series) – that is guilty of the irresponsible 
attempts to harness the special powers of the alien monster. This background ‘big business’/’big 
government’ body doesn’t care how many people die in the attempt to ‘harvest’ the Xenomorphs. 

What did catch my attention, were the scary/’fun’ parts: the traditional face-hugger scene where the 
Xenomorph creature first introduces itself into a human; followed by the bursting chest/belly cavity as the 
baby creature rips out of a person’s body and then runs off to hide; and climaxing with the growing creature 
stalking the people on the spaceship, and our lone hero surviving the ordeal. All this was done equally as 
well as in the 1979 original movie, and brought back some warm and fuzzy nostalgic nightmares… 

All-in-all, if you are into this genre, it’s worth seeing. 

Read more here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alien:_Romulus  

Trailer here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urc130Xfd_s  

Alien Earth (Season 01 – 8 episodes) (2025) 

Since the original Alien movie, there have been other Alien sitings       (other movies in the Alien franchise), 
but although they have been appearing consistently, they are not necessarily in chronological order. This 
one – the first TV series – is supposedly somewhere in the middle of the timeline, or possibly even at the 
beginning – It’s still unclear to me. In a sense, that causes some confusion. On the other hand, this 
particular series has the added bonus that since it’s not a one-shot film (even within the context of 
‘sequels’), more time has been given to develop several aspects of the background story behind the Alien 
franchise’s universe, as well as introducing a number of surprises. 

 

The plot in this story has ‘monsters’ coming out of the woodwork every which way: 

1. Alien face-hugging/belly-bursting/murdering Xenomorphs (our true-and-trusted ‘friend’) 

2. Several new alien species (especially the Octopus-eye – see image above and article link) 

3. Synthetics who are robotlike and insensitive (we’ve seen these before) 

4. Self-thinking Synthetics with a hidden agenda (new) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alien:_Romulus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urc130Xfd_s
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5. Hybrids/cyborgs with human minds (New: children and adults in adult bodies) 

6. Humans who care little about others (nothing new under the sun…): 

o Individuals with agendas 

o The ‘Corporations’ with agendas 

Overview of General Plot 

A quick synopsis of the first season is difficult … but here goes: 

Our world governments have failed, and Earth is now under the control of 5 mega-corporations, at least 2 
are run by an individual. These two come in direct conflict in this series: Weyland-Yutani (WY) vs Prodigy. 

WY’s exploratory deep-space research vessel that has collected numerous deadly life-forms to be studied in 
space has been sabotaged, and crash lands on Earth, into a city under the Prodigy jurisdiction, killing 
hundreds, if not thousands of innocent civilians, and causing millions of dollars in damage.  

WY’s investment efforts are focused on alien biology. Prodigy’s CEO, Boy Kavalier – a recluse who has built 
an island paradise called “Neverland” and models his life’s work after the Peter Pan stories – has ‘saved’ the 
lives of a handful of terminally ill children, by moving their conscience into synthetic android bodies 
“Hybrids”: Minds of children in teenage-size bodies that are both physically and mentally enhanced. 

 

WY wants its badly damaged ship back – but particularly the research lab section with all its live alien 
specimens. Prodigy, however, refuses to part with the windfall, and sends in its team of inexperienced 
‘super-children’ to help save the lives of the crash victims, and anyone left alive on the ship – and to 
confiscate the lab and its contents. Kavalier has renamed his hybrids “the lost boys” and named the children 
according to characters in the Peter Pan books. ‘Wendy’, who is among the sanest and most mature of the 
children still remembers her older brother, a paramedic, and had been keeping watch over him via video-
cam links across the city. When he is called in with other medical teams to help save victims of the crash, 
she uses this golden opportunity to reunite with him.  

From GOOGLE AI: 

In Alien: Earth, a robot isn't just a machine when it's a Hybrid, a being with a 
human consciousness transferred into a synthetic body, blurring lines 
between organic and artificial life by retaining human memories, emotions, 
and potential, but housed in a machine's form, allowing manipulation and 
raising questions about identity, as seen with Wendy. This contrasts with 
pure "Synths" (fully artificial) and "Cyborgs" (humans with robotic parts).  
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Meantime, the captive Xenomorph has escaped his lab captivity and is wreaking havoc inside the apartment 
building that the spaceship has crash-landed into. Wendy is charged to recapture the monster before he 
can escape and murder hundreds more. Instead, she is barely able to survive and kills it, though is horribly 
damaged (patched up later, as good as new). During her ‘recovery’ of being rebuilt (her mind is still intact), 
she manages to communicate with a young Xenomorph and eventually can control it. She had earlier 
acquired the ability to manipulate electronic devices. 

Unbeknownst to anyone (other than WY), there is one survivor of the crash – a loyal WY cyborg (human 
called Morrow) who instigates all sorts of havoc and intrigue from afar – in the name of the WY 
conglomerate – in his several attempts to retrieve some or all of the alien specimens. 

Conflicts, Conundrums, and Challenges 

• The competition between the conglomerates (at the cost of the deaths of their own people and of the 
general population). 

• As the Hybrid children ‘grow up’ they must deal with their own emotional development and the freedom 
of expression that normal humans crave as they mature. 

• One of the interesting ‘quotables’ from the series offers intriguing food for thought, the riddle: 
 “When is a machine not a machine?” 

From GOOGLE AI: 

In Alien: Earth, the line "When is a machine not a machine?" posed by cyborg 
Morrow is a central riddle about identity, consciousness, and what defines 
humanity, especially concerning the new synthetic-human hybrids; it asks if 
something remains a machine when it gains human emotions, memories, or free 
will, suggesting machines transcend their function when they develop life-like 
sentience or become something more complex, like the evolving Hybrids.  

• Other interesting conflicts, including the physical ones with the alien species who tend to escape their 
cages. 

• Wendy (the main Hybrid) learns to talk to the Xenomorph, and control it up to a point. 

In Conclusion 

The mix between the new Alien species, WY Synthetic, the Prodigy Lost Boy Hybrids (some are girls), with 
Wendy and her still human brother, is a genius plot ploy: So, which is the more dangerous: Human heartless 
monsters (ruthless heads of conglomerates), Synthetics with agendas, or the various lethal Aliens? As for the 
different types, jump a few lines down for a link discussing the various Alien creatures. 

I really enjoyed the first season and look forward to the next. 

For further reading: 

https://rts.org.uk/article/everything-you-need-know-about-alien-earth  

https://fandomwire.com/alien-earth-review/  

https://mashable.com/video/alien-earth-how-it-hits (…a monster that’s even creepier than the Xenomorph) 

https://www.space.com/alien-movies-in-order  

Osiris (2025) 

I was not impressed by this film. 

 “Special Forces commandos are abducted mid-operation by a mysterious spacecraft and, upon awakening, 
find themselves prey to a relentless alien race”. The opening scene – a battle between the five commandos 
and terrorists somewhere in the Middle East tells it all: the 5 commandos shoot their weapons and never 
seem to run out of ammo (or change magazines) killing hundreds of terrorists. Not a serious movie. 

https://rts.org.uk/article/everything-you-need-know-about-alien-earth
https://fandomwire.com/alien-earth-review/
https://mashable.com/video/alien-earth-how-it-hits
https://www.space.com/alien-movies-in-order
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Xeno (2025) 

As far as Alien visitor movies go, I’ve seen better. 

Story wise, it’s about a nice and sensitive young girl, Renee, who is stuck in a dysfunctional family and how 

she deals with life. A single child, she lives somewhere in the US in a very isolated house – for all intents and 

purposes, in the middle of nowhere – and has almost no friends. Her relationship with others of her age is 

practically non-existent. Instead, she transfers her sensitivity/connectivity to other living beings to and 

through her strange menagerie of pets: a snake, a scorpion, and a bearded dragon. 

Her mother is still dealing – in a bad way – with the accidental death of her husband (Renee’s father), not 

working regularly, nervous, and in a horrible (lack of) relationship with her daughter. She has also taken in a 

drunk boyfriend who is NOT a nice person. Lacking a quiet ‘normal’ life, Renee seeks solace in her pets, and 

in her one friend, Gil, an introvert classmate himself. 

With this background, a typical movie/story could be written about Renee’s adopting some dangerous 

wounded animal: a dog, bear, etc. and that would conform to a ‘normal’ teenager’s coming of age movie. 

Instead, she adopts a wounded alien creature that crash-landed not too far from her house.  

As in a typical SF movie (think “ET”, or similar), she befriends the creature (and is bonded to it via some 

psychic/telepathic connection) who then becomes her guardian angel. To continue the standard movie plot, 

there is a government agent who wants to capture or destroy the alien, who is in fact a highly dangerous and 

destructive, death-dealing creature. This type of alien is already known to the government and there are 

special forces out seeking to contain an invasion of more like them. 

The alien looks strange, and in most scenes where you don’t see it clearly (such as in a dark cellar, or from a 

distance) it reminds one of the Alien Xenomorph: Dark skinned and with a muzzle-like face. Some people 

(myself included, at first) thought it was the Xenomorph. In the picture below, it looks different, though.  

 

I wasn’t very impressed by the plot and felt that it was ‘forced’ or ‘patched together’, borrowing ideas from 

other films. To make a long story short, you can read more about the plot here (the ending hints at a sequel):  

https://dmtalkies.com/xeno-movie-ending-explained-summary-2025/  
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