
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT  

CLUB MEETING: 

SATURDAY, 

AUGUST 16 
 

1:00PM-5:00PM 

Le Nouvel Hotel 
1740 Boul. René-Lévesque O 
(corner St-Mathieu) 
 

“Salle Faubourg” 
(South Tower) 
 

 

And Simultaneously on ZOOM 

at: www.MonSFFA.ca 

 

MEETING THEME: “Fancraft!” That’s    
a word we’ve coined to describe the 
SF/F-themed craft projects of genre fans, 
who are often avid crafters. MonSFFen 
are encouraged to bring in, for our 
display table, examples of their own 
fancraft, completed projects, those in 
progress, or both. Share your creative 
undertakings with the group! 
 

AUGUST’S AGENDA: 
 

  FANCRAFTING WORKSHOPS!—     
 The afternoon will be dedicated to 
 several, hands-on, how-to workshops 
 on SF/F-themed craft projects. We 
 have planned primers on making 
 magic wands, hand puppets, building 
 scale models out of paper, and more! 
 Learn how it’s done, and try your hand! 
   

EVENTS SCHEDULE FOR THE 

REMAINDER OF 2025 
 

September 20 (Club Meeting) 
October 25  (Super Sci-Fi Book Sale) 
November 8  (Club Meeting) 
December 6  (Christmas Dinner/Party) 
December 13  (Virtual Holiday     
      Gathering on ZOOM) 
 
 
 

As always, dates subject                               
to change 

 

HAVE 

YOU PAID YOUR 

ANNUAL MonSFFA 

MEMBERSHIP FEES? 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic 

disrupted the club’s normal 

operation for more than three 

years! During this period, our 

regular in-person meetings were 

suspended, and the payment of 

annual fees were deferred. 

The club has now returned     

to collecting those annual 

membership fees, this in order 

to insure positive cash flow, 

and so help cover the monthly 

costs of MonSFFA’s 

operations. 
 

Standard membership 

is only $35 annually. 

We offer a family rate of $50.  

Add $10 to either of these to 

enjoy our premium “Platinum” 

membership level. Please complete 

the form below, include payment 

(cheque or money order made out 

to “MonSFFA”), and mail to: 
 

MonSFFA, c/o 

29 Harold 

Kirkland, Québec, Canada 

H9J 1R7 

 

NEWS BULLETIN OF THE MONTREAL SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY ASSOCIATION, MonSFFA 

I M P U L S E  

LE BULLETIN D’INFORMATION DE L’ASSOCIATION MONTRĒALAISE DE SCIENCE-FICTION ET DE FANTASTIQUE, L’AMonSFF 
 

 August / Août 2025 (Vol. 28, No./N
o

 6) 

 

MonSFFA  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION      AMonSFF  FORMULAIRE D’INSCRIPTION 

Please print legibly. Cut out form and mail as per directions.             Complétez lisiblement. Découpez le coupon et postez tel qu’indiqué. 

 
NAME/NOM:______________________________________   AGE/ÂGE:_____   TEL./TEL.:______-______-___________ 

 

ADDRESS/ADRESSE:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                         No. & Street/No et Rue                                                            Apt./App.          City/Ville 

 

_________________________________________     E-MAIL/COURRIEL:_______________________________________ 
Province                                              Postal Code/Code Postal 

 

INTERESTS/INTERETS:________________________________________________________________________________ 

A DAY OF KNIGHTS! 
 

Old Montreal bustled with activity on Saturday, 

June 14. A busy tourist quarter during the summer 

months, on this occasion, the city’s annual F1 race 

drew additional thousands downtown for Grand 

Prix events and celebrations. Amplifying the 

congestion were Montreal’s perennial construction 

worksites, which inhibited circulation through the 

narrow streets of the neighbourhood. MonSFFen 

driving into the city for the club’s field trip to the 

Pointe-à-Callière museum found local traffic a 

difficult slog, and parking a challenge! Those  

riding public transit had rather an easier time of it. 

The Pointe-à-Callière center was staging an 

exhibition on medieval knights and their world, 

featuring some 250 exquisite pieces of weaponry 

and armour, on loan from an Italian museum. We had 

pegged this exhibition as the club’s 2025 field trip. 

Our group gathered at the entrance just before 

1:00PM, then proceeded to the exhibition floor to 

view beautifully restored full suits of armour and 

many other artifacts from the period. Descriptive 

panels provided historical information and painted  

a fascinating picture of the life of a knight, from his 

training to the battlefield to the royal court. 

MonSFFen came away suitably impressed. 

For any who may have missed the club’s field trip, 

note that this exhibition continues until October 19. 
 

A PERFECT DAY FOR 

RESCHEDULED CLUB BBQ 
 

Thunderstorms and record rainfall—not to 

mention extreme heat—prompted the postponement 

of MonSFFA’s annual Barbecue-in-the-Park, 

originally scheduled for Sunday, July 13. The event 

was pushed ahead one week to our posted rain-date 

of July 20. Rain again threatened, forecast in the 

early morning hours with possible thunderstorms 

late in the afternoon. 

We decided to proceed, nevertheless and 

ultimately, were rewarded with quite a nice day! 

We set up under cloudy skies, with a breeze lightly 

caressing our picnic, and cool, comfortable 

temperatures prevailing, soon giving way to 
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MonSFFA  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION                AMonSFF  FORMULAIRE D’INSCRIPTION 

Please print legibly. Cut out form and mail as per directions.             Complétez lisiblement. Découpez le coupon et postez tel qu’indiqué. 

 
NAME/NOM:______________________________________   AGE/ÂGE:_____   TEL./TEL.:______-______-___________ 

 

ADDRESS/ADRESSE:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                         No. & Street/No et Rue                                                            Apt./App.          City/Ville 

 

_________________________________________     E-mail/Courriel:_________________________________________ 
Province                                              Postal Code/Code Postal 

 

INTERESTS/INTERETS:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit MonSFFA on the Web / Visitez l’AMonSFF sur internet: www.MonSFFA.ca 
 

 

Impulse is put together monthly by Keith Braithwaite of behalf of MonSFFA and is available on MonSFFA’s Web site courtesy Cathy Palmer-Lister. Contact Keith    

in regards to this publication by any of the following means: In person at a MonSFFA meeting ● E-mail: Keith1958@live.ca ● Voice mail: 450-692-8831 ● Via the 
Impulse mailing address: 125 Rue Léonard, Châteauguay, Québec, Canada, J6K 1N9 

 

Impulse est prepare une fois par mois par Keith Braithwaite au nom de l’AMonSFF. Il est disponible sur le site internet du club grâce à Cathy Palmer-Lister. Pour 
toutes questions concerant cette publication, contactez Keith soit: En personne à une réunion du club ● Courriel: Keith1958@live.ca ● Boîte vocal: 450-692-8831     

● Par la poste à l’adresse de Impulse: 125 Rue Léonard, Châteauguay, Québec, Canada, J6K 1N9 
 

summery skies of blue dotted with fluffy white clouds. 

We could not have asked for better conditions! 

MonSFFen began gathering about 10:30AM and      

by noon, we had lit the barbecue and begun grilling our 

hamburgers and hotdogs. Folk contributed a variety of 

drinks and snacks, including blueberry pie, and we 

whiled away what turned out to be a very pleasant 

afternoon. 

The day’s forecast proved inaccurate as not a single 

drop of rain fell! 
 

WANTED: YOUR FANCRAFT PROJECTS! 
 

Our upcoming August 16 meeting will revive what we 

called “fancrafting” in pre-pandemic days. The afternoon 

will be dedicated to various workshops, in which we will 

offer live, hands-on demonstrations of SF/F-themed 

crafting! MonSFFen are encouraged to bring in, for our 

display table, examples of their own fancraft projects, 

completed, in progress, or both! Share your creative 

undertakings with the group! 
 

APRIL MEETING DISCUSSION 
 

Following Keith Braithwaite’s sweeping   

presentation on “Snakes in SF/F” earlier this year, at   

our April MonSFFA meeting (covered in the May 2025 

issue of Impulse), the group discussed favourite, best-of-

the-best SF/F novels, short fiction, television series, and 

movies. Each MonSFFan was asked to list their very top 

three recommendations in one or more of those four 

categories. This was the science fiction and fantasy 

material that each thought others should absolutely read 

or view before they die, real desert-island stuff, the 

crème-de-la-crème of the genre! 

The seminal Star Trek series was mentioned by more 

than one of the group. Other recommendations included 

the original Twilight Zone, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, the 

early-2000s remake of Battlestar Galactica, and the 

alternate-history streaming series For All Mankind. 

Classic novels like H. G. Wells’ War of the Worlds 

and short stories like Ray Bradbury’s “A Sound of 

Thunder,” made the cut, as did Andy Weir’s Project 

Hail Mary, and astronaut Chris Hadfield’s The Apollo 

Murders. Highly recommended were R. F. Kuang’s 

recent novel Babel, and Gregory Benford’s The Berlin 

Project. Canadian authors Michelle Sagara and Dave 

Duncan were cited as enjoyable reads by one participant 

in the discussion, while another found Martha Wells’ 

book series The Murderbot Diaries quite satisfying. 

Classic films put forth as among the genre’s very best 

included the original Invasion of the Body Snatchers and 

Day the Earth Stood Still, and of more recent vintage, the 

1972 eco-thriller Silent Running and the original Star Wars. 

We thank all those who participated in this most 

interesting and illuminating discussion. 
 

ERROR! ERROR! 

NORMAN, COORDINATE! 
 

Some printed copies of the April 2025 issue of 

Impulse were mislabelled as the “March 2025” edition. 

We regret this error, which was quickly corrected, but 

unfortunately, not before a few printed copies were 

mailed out. Think of these as collector’s items! 

 

Clockwise from Top-Left: Mounted knight, Pointe-à-Callière museum; shield; suit of armour; some of the 

gang under white-cloud-dotted blue skies; Dan Kenney, group in background; MonSFFen at club’s 2025 

BBQ; early morning, gray, cloudy skies soon improved (photos by Daniel P. Kenney and Keith Braithwaite) 

 

mailto:Keith1958@live.ca
mailto:Keith1958@live.ca

