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NEXT CLUB
MEETING: THIS
SATURDAY, AUGUST
17

1:00PM-5:00PM

Le Nouvel Hotel
1740 Boul. René-Lévesque O
(corner St-Mathieu)

“Salle Maisonneuve”
(South Tower)

-..and simultaneously on ZOOM!
www.MonSFFA.ca

MonSFFA meets downtown, in Le
Nouvel Hotel’s “Salle Maisonneuve.”

Le Nouvel is only one block west of our
pre-pandemic meeting place, and located
on a major bus line. Nearest Metro:
Guy/Concordia or Lucien-L’Allier,
both just a short walk from Le Nouvel!

MEETING THEME: We ask for your top
picks of the genre’s coolest gizmos and
gadgets, as seen on TV or in the movies,
or within the pages of SF/F literature.
For our purposes, we’ll define a gizmo
or gadget as a technological or magical
device small enough to hold in one’s
hands or carry on one’s person—a Star
Trek phaser or tricorder, for example.

® BUG-EYE BET!—A game of
memory and trivia.

® TOM SWIFT—A primer on the Tom
Swift sci-fi/adventure book series!

¢ THE MULTIVERSE!—We examine
the concept of “the Multiverse” in SF,
including Marvel’s and DC’s!

and more...
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MonSFFen have been enjoying the summer and,
during these months, the club organizes away-from-
meeting-hall outings like our annual field trips and
outdoor activities like our barbecues-in-the-park.

Come mid-August, with school soon to start up
again and the Labour Day weekend nearing, we
traditionally resume our regular meeting schedule.
This year, we return to monthly in-hall meetings on
Saturday, August 17 (see details, Events Column,
left).

SF WRITER RICH LARSON
GUESTS AT CLUB’S MAY
MEETING!

A few months back, we were pleased to welcome
for a visit locally-based SF writer Rich Larson. He
was special guest speaker at our May 11 meeting.

Praised by Gardner Dozois as “One of the best
new writers to enter science fiction in more than a
decade,” Rich’s books include Annex, Ymir, and the
short story collection Tomorrow Factory. One of his
stories was adapted for screen as an Emmy-winning
episode of LOVE DEATH + ROBOTS.

Introducing himself to our group and fielding
questions from the assembled MonSFFen, Rich spoke
on his personal creative process, his influences, the
technicalities of writing short fiction as compared to
novels, his approach to and experiences with editors,
and upcoming projects.

Rich’s short fiction, often no more than a couple
thousand words (some of his work can be read online:
https:/Amww:.freesfonline.net/authors/Rich_Larson. html),
manages to deliver full, well-rounded, compelling
stories in but those few paragraphs—no easy feat, it
was noted. Bradburyesque, Rich hooks the reader
with a clever idea, evocative prose, and captivating
characters, capping his tales with a punch of an ending!

Warp editor Danny Sichel arranged for Rich’s
appearance at our meeting and we are appreciative

HAVE

YOU PAID YOUR
ANNUAL MonSFFA
MEMBERSHIP FEES?

The COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted the club’s normal
operation for more than three
years! During this period, our
regular in-person meetings were
suspended, and the payment of
annual fees were deferred.

The club has now begun

again collecting those annual
membership fees, this in order
to return to a positive cash flow
situation, and so cover the
monthly costs of renewed
operations.

Standard membership

remains only $25 annually.

We offer a family rate of $40.
Add $10 to either of these to
enjoy our premium “Platinum”
membership level. Please complete
the form below, include payment
(cheque or money order made out
to “MonSFFA”), and mail to:

MonSFFA, c/o
29 Harold
Kirkland, Québec, Canada
H9J 1R7

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Please print legibly. Cut out form and mail as per directions.

Complétez lisiblement. Découpez le coupon et postez tel qu’indiqué.

FORMULAIRE D’INSCRIPTION

NAME/NOM: AGE/AGE: TEL./TEL.: - -
ADDRESS/ADRESSE:
No. & Street/N° et Rue Apt./App. City/Ville
E-MAIL/COURRIEL :
Province Postal Code/Code Postal

INTERESTS/INTERETS:



https://www.freesfonline.net/authors/Rich_Larson.%20html

of his having done so, for we all enjoyed a most interesting,
informative, and inspiring hour or so! And, of course, we
are grateful, as well, to Rich for agreeing to visit our group.
Also, Joe Aspler offered an engaging presentation
on “The Lost Worlds of SF&F,” examples of which
included Conan-Doyle’s classic 1912 novel, the seminal
works of author H. Rider Haggard, and such silver-screen
representations as Lost Horizon’s Shangri-La and King
Kong’s home, Skull Island.
Danny Sichel moderated a lively discussion on
the advantages and disadvantages of different mediums
when telling a genre story.

CLUB’S 2024 FIELD TRIP

On Saturday, June 8, a party of MonSFFen embarked
upon a safari to the recently refurbished Montreal Biod6me
in the city’s East End, a destination to which we had
previously travelled some years ago, pre-renovations.

Situated next to the Olympic Stadium, the Biodéme
is a large, indoor zoological park. Both flora and fauna are
on view within five distinct representations of Canadian
and other ecosystems. Visitors follow a path which
snakes through the entire exhibit, immersing folk
deep within, for instance, a tropical rainforest.

As our group proceeded along this path, we
snapped photos of the environments, and observed the
various animals—colourful, exotic birds and waterfowl,
scampering Golden Lion Tamarins, Capybaras (the largest
rodents in the world), industrious Beavers, playful River
Otters, Penguins, Puffins, a sleepy Canadian Lynx,
fluttering fruit bats, and assorted reptiles, amphibians,
and fish.

The newly renovated facility has added an upper
observation platform, offering panoramic views from
on high, and an interpretive behind-the-scenes section
on the care and feeding of the animals.

A most enjoyable afternoon.

PERFECT WEATHER
FOR CLUB’S SUMMER BBQ

Sunny and breezy, the weather could not have been
more favourable as MonSFFen gathered under the shade
of trees for the club’s Summer BBQ in Parc Maisonneuve
on Sunday, July 14. Our annual barbecue welcomes
MonSFFen to a picnic in the fresh air and summer
sunshine, grilling hotdogs, burgers, or chicken strips,
quaffing cool refreshments, enjoying the company of
friends, playing the occasional game of ring-toss or such,
and whiling the afternoon away chatting on all sorts of
topics.

At one point on this occasion, talk of camping by
some as Boy Scouts in their youthful days led to our
performing an impromptu scientific experiment. With
an adjacent tree obliging, we sought to demonstrate that
fresh, running sap applied to the end of small stick will
propel said stick across water, like a tiny motor boat.

As it happened, the previous day’s rain had formed a
shallow pond nearby and indeed, our sap-powered
“boat” pushed forward through the water, leaving an
oily slick in its wake.

Summer 2024 MonSFFActivities (Clockwise from Top-Left): Joe Aspler gives presentation at May club meeting: Dominique Durocher, Cathy
Palmer-Lister on safari at Montreal Bioddme, June; MonSFFen observe “impromptu scientific experiment™ during club’s Summer BBQ, July;

Golden Lion Tamarin, a denizen of the Biodome (Photos by Keith Braithwaite and Joe Aspler)

Tree sap consists of liquids that repel water, thus pushing the stick across the surface
of the pond. Energy crisis solved!

e-PICNIC 2024 AND FIRST MEETING OF
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP (SIG) FOR ART

For the benefit of those club members who couldn’t make it to our Summer BBQ, as
well as for the benefit of out-of-town MonSFFen, we held, on Sunday, July 28, a virtual
picnic on ZOOM. This provided the opportunity for club members to connect online for
a virtual version of the Summer BBQ. With each participant having on hand their own
favourite summer snacks and beverages, folk touched base and conversation ensued.

With photos and video clips courtesy Keith Braithwaite, Joe Aspler, Daniel P.
Kenney, and Josée Bellemare, we shared with the group a PowerPoint slideshow of our
visit to the Bioddme in June so that those who had attended could relive the experience,
and those who hadn’t been able to join us on that day could enjoy a cyber-tour. Several
MonSFFen also shared various individual sci-fi summer vacation adventures, including
a visit to an X-Files museum in upstate New York, and a major scale-modelling
convention. Even a local model train show offered a fair measure of sci-fi content!

Incorporated into this e-Picnic was the very first meeting of the club’s Special
Interest Group (SIG) for Art, which saw host Keith Braithwaite give a talk on creating
sci-fi art without necessarily knowing how to draw! Drawing upon the aesthetics, and
some of the techniques of Pop Art, Keith offered a live demonstration of how one
might assemble from one’s own photographs and/or images culled from the Web a
“digital collage.” Then, by applying the various rendering tools, art filters, and
colour-adjustments of commercially available applications like Photoshop Elements,
compositions that look like oil paintings, charcoal and pencil sketches, ink drawings, or
watercolours can be created.

We thank all of our programme planners, presenters, and discussion moderators for
their contributions to these latest meetings and events.
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