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Issue 50 is finally finished after lengthy production
delays, mostly caused by my work schedule. As my
employer approached the end of its fiscal year, there was
an increasing amount of overtime-——much more than I
had anticipated. That’s life! Fandom is a hobby, and the
job that pays the bills must take precedence. Sorry...

Of course, some that overtime money allowed me to
buy a DVD player, so it’s not all bad. At some point in
the future, maybe as soon as next issue, I'll begin
reviewing some of the SF/F offerings on DVD.

In the mean time you have been receiving
Mon! FA’s news bulletin, Impulse, to keep you informed.
You may notice some overlap between Impulse and Warp,
especially in MonSFFAndom, at least until we fine tune
the roles of these two concurrent publications. Think of
Warp like a scrapbook, an album, or a journal of all the
events and activities that MonSFFA members have
participated in. It should contain the items that have been
documented, photographed, and reviewed; things that
are no longer time-sensitive because they have already
happened, could be read now, or be re-read at some later
date and evoke fond memories. Therefore, I believe that
Warp should contain the “MonSFFAndom Past” items,
sort of like an encyclopedia of our meetings and other
activities and the accompanying photographs. Impulse
should contain the “MonSFFAndom Future” items, such
as upcoming events and other time-sensitive
announcements that our members need immediately so
as not to miss any of their favourite activities.
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Of course, the activities of the future eventually
become the documented events of the past, and herein
lies the overlap between Impulse and Warp. But this
overlap could be a good thing. Some people are collectors
and keep absolutely everything this club publishes, and a
few throw away everything after they’ve looked at it.
However, I suspect that most people will keep their
Warps and dispose of their Impulses once the time-
sensitive material is no longer current. Hence,
documenting our club meetings and activities in Warp
will not be redundant, if our members only keep one
copy —the “past tense” copy—of the information.

There has been much discussion lately about the
possibility of doing Warp as an on-line zine. As the editor
of the current printzine, I certainly owe some feedback on
this subject. I definitely have something to say, but it will
have to wait. I need to get this issue out now, so I don't
have the time or the space to properly compose my
thoughts on this subject.

Finally, I must say that I greatly miss both Nebula
and ConeCept. It’s been a sad year for fandom.

o
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Lynda Pelley,
Editor












plotlines hanging.

Endings for these series that we
imagined included, in the case of
American Gothic for example, a
showdown between Sheriff Lucas
Buck and his young son, Caleb.
Having influenced his son into
following in his supernaturally evil
footsteps, Sheriff Buck is now
finding that the boy threatens his
hegemony over their town. The day
comes when he must face off against
the boy, who has become too
powerful and beyond the Sheriff’s
control.

The cancellation of The Others
after only a half-season’s worth of
episodes reallv left audiences
hanging, and wi out enough having
been established about the characters
to suggest a particular direction that
the story might have taken. One idea
kicked around had Elmer Greentree,
the titular group’s elder, battling the
“entrance demon” of the final
episode on the other side. He breaks
the illusions of good fortune that
have lured his friends to their deaths,
managing to reverse things and save
them. But as a result, Elmer cannot
return to the living and will
henceforth have to advise his
companions from the other side. Or,
perhaps it is Elmer who has been the
victim of an illusion, believing his
friends have all succumbed to the
demon. It is they who come to his
rescue, bringing him back from a
death induced by the demon in its
bid to capture his soul.

Also discussed were shows still
on the air that some thought should
have ended years ago. Voyager was
one of these, with the obvious
ending of the lost starship finally
finding its way home spiced up a bit
by having the Federation it returns to
conquered by the Borg or some such.
The X-Files, with its increasingly
convoluted and seemingly never-
ending conspiracies, ran out of steam
a season or two back, said some, to
the disagreement of the X-philes in
the room. But it was thought that the
show could have very nicely capped
its run with last season’s finale. Fans
are wary of what this coming season
will bring, with Mulder’s role
limited and a new partner for Scully.

That led to talk of shows that
made major cast changes in mid-run,
or dramatically shifted their focus.
Generally, such changes are not well
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received by viewers, who have come
to know a show and enjoy it as is.
Sudden radical departures in other
directions are risky, but not always a
bad move on the part of producers.
Babylon 5, for example, survived the
departure of its central character,
Commander Sinclair, and managed
to keep things interesting,.

We thank Keith Braithwaite and
Joe Aspler, our moderators for the
discussion, which touched as well on
some of the promising new SF/F
series that premiered last season, like
Roswell.

We also took a few minutes
during the mid-meeting break to
entertain suggestions for future
meeting topics and ideas for special
club projects.

July

There was no meeting in July, as
usual. Many MonSFFen move, take
family vacations, or attend out-of-
town conventions during this time.

August

The 20th welcomed MonSFFen
back from the summer break, but
unfortunately, our scheduled guest
speaker, meteorite specialist Gaetan
Cormier, was a no-show. We later
learned the reason he had not made
it to the meeting: car trouble. We
hope to reschedule him at a later
date.

We used Gaetan’s time slot,
instead, for a BoA meeting. Among
the topics discussed were various
promotional ideas, such the creation
of new flyers and business cards,
selling pins and T-shirts, and
revamping the MonSFFA web site.

Ernst-Udo Peters and Wayne
Glover experienced no car troubles
and were present for their scheduled
hosting of a writers’ game. Dividing
the room into several groups, and
supplying each with pen and paper,
Ernst-Udo and Wayne explained that
each group was to collaborate on a
short sci-fi story. They then fed a
series of sentences to the groups,
compelling them to use these
sentences in their stories. On top of
that, every five minutes or so, the
manuscripts would be collected and
be redistributed so that each group
found itself having to continue with
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what another group had started. The
results were a funny, bizarre mish-
mash of narrative styles, “plot”
elements, and dialogue, not to
mention a few odd references to ‘60s
sitcoms. Ernst-Udo read the stories
aloud at the conclusion of the game,
to the amusement of all, and plans to
submit them to Warp.

Lots of fun; our thanks to Ernst-
Udo and Wayne.

September

Our meeting was on the 17th
and some 25 MonSFFen were in
attendance.

Lynda Pelley’s absence, due to
her pulling a weekend shift at work,
left Keith Braithwaite to fly solo as
panelist on the topic of motion
picture special effects. He presented
a slide show illustrating the history
of special effects and detailing some
of the techniques employed to create
the cinematic illusions we see on the
screen, particularly in sci-fi films and
television shows. Beginning with the
earliest camera tricks that constitute
the first special effects, he covered
numerous effects techniques,
including stop-motion animation,
miniatures, matte painting, and
make-up artistry. Keith finished by
bringing his audience up to date on
the most recent computer-generated
effects currently in wuse in
Hollywood, which for the most part
have usurped the time-honoured
methods of old.

The group having got into a
protracted discussion of the club’s
current financial situation, member-
recruitment strategies, and related
topics, the afternoon’s remaining
panel, on modern technology’s effect
on SF/F fandom, was bumped to a
future meeting.

Sebastien Mineau screened a few
minutes of home video he had shot
of an impressive “lightsaber fight”
staged by costumed fans at a recent
Star Wars event.

The club thanks Keith, Sebastien,
and as always, those members who
took care of the raffle and snack
table. We take this opportunity to
give a special nod of thanks to Leslie
Perryon, who has almost single-
handedly stocked our snack table
throughout much of the year.



















































