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FROM THE

EDITOR'S

CHAIR

Welcome back from the summer break, MonSFFen! 1
hope everyone had a good vacation. Over the summer
there were lots of films to see, so this issue contains two
extra pages of movie reviews. A lot of us went to Toronto
Trek in July, and our usual in-depth coverage of the
convention is currently in the works. There wouldn’t
have been room for it in this issue anyways, even if
everything promised had materialized. (Some of us still
don’t have all of our photos developed...)

We'll soon be heading into fall, so for those who take
their TV watching seriously, it may be time to make some
decisions. If so, I suggest that you read through the
Digital (R)evolution article. It contains some useful
information that may help you. If you are thinking about
buying a satellite dish or signing up for Look-TV, now
(August) is the best time to do it. You’ll want to have
your new system operational in time for the season
premieres of your favourite SF shows or in time to check
out the new ones, but more importantly, the leaves are
still on the trees. Satellite dishes and microwave receivers
are line-of-sight devices. The best time to install them is
when the path of visibility is at its worst; when the trees
are in full bloom.

I was forced to make this decision in June, when my
existing Videoway cable box broke down. After
considering the installation fees and my need for future
mobility, I opted for digital cable. Be warned: the demand
for digital cable decoders may exceed the current
inventory! Even though my area was already wired with
the fiber-optic lines, I had to wait five weeks for a
decoder! But it was worth the wait. I have a rather
average 27-inch TV, but the difference in quality between
analog and digital reception is definitely visible in the
picture. And I get lots of good channels now, including
Space: The Imagination Station.

AP

Digital cable is reliable most of the time, but the
decoders are very, very sensitive to heat and humidity. If
the room gets too warm, the box will malfunction and
produce a variety of digital artifacts, like really big,
square, frozen pixels, on your screen. Yes, I tried
watching TV in July! Overall, I'm happy with my digital
cable. I wish the bill was a bit lower, but at least I get
Space!

I have tried to keep Warp on a fairly regular schedule,
publishing an issue about every second month and trying
to time them to be deliverable for usually every second
meeting. So far, I seem to be succeeding, but I don’t get
much sleep on the Saturday night before the meetings in
question. ..i.e main reason is the lateness of the
submissions. Several people routinely submit essential
material only a day or two before the newsletter needs to
be printed. You know who you are! Please, Please get
your submissions in earlier.

The next issue, Warp #49, is planned for the October
MonSFFA meeting. Please submit your material at the
September meeting, or if sending it by e-mail, before the

end of September. Thank you.

Lynda Pelley,
Editor






2P

:di!







||



| o §












r—I




Question: Given e chance, would
you appear in the new series as
another character, a character other
than Dr. McCoy?

Answer: No, I doubt that very
seriously.

Question: Would you appear again
as McCoy?

Answer: I don’t really care to. I've
done that... No, I doubt it very
seriously.

Question: Do you think the other
original cast members should do
cameos in the new series?

Answer: Yes, if they wish and the
situation is right. If I were a studio
head I would give it a great deal of
thought, though. My personal
opinion is to let it alone. Let these
new characters grow with the fans.
Don’t bring back any memories.
Question: What are
impressions of the new show?

your

Answer: I have seen one episode.
Guess which one. (Laughter) I saw
part of another. I really tried to look
at it, but... Whether I like the show
or not has nothing to do with the
show itself. As I told my wife while
looking at the show, you know,
there’s something very weird about
looking at this show. It’s like looking
at something that we have already
done. I can’t relate to it other than as
a strange dream and I don't enjoy the
show.

Question: Have you ever heard
yourself dubbed in another
language?

Answer: [ saw myself in a Bonanza
years ago that was dubbed in
Japanese. (Chuckling) That was
really very interesting.

Question: We watch you in French in
Montreal and your voice is quite
different.

Answer: I get that from Germany,
too—that the voice is different.
Incidentally, the original series is just
beginning to be really shown a great
deal in France. I'm beginning to get a
lot of mail from France. They write
me and tell me that we’re 20 years
behind.
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Question: Have you ever visited
Canada?

Answer: I was in Toronto once. I did
a show up there. That’s the only time
I've ever been to Canada.

Question: Would you like to come to
Montreal?

Answer: One of these days.
Question: Do you speak French?

Answer: No. I'll need an interpreter
up there. (Chuckle)

Question: How many cons do you
attend in a year?

Answer: After Star Trek IV came out I
began to get a lot of calls to go. The
past two years have been my
heaviest. Before that I had not
attended too many of them. I'm
going to slow down again soon.

Question: Do you enjoy them or are
they somewhat of a bother?

Answer: I've enjoyed each and every
one of them. I have been very
fortunate, I guess. I find that it’s an
enjoyable experience to
communicate with the fans. That is
what they’re really most interested
in. And hopefully, somewhere along
the line, I might say something that
will influence them, or give them
some encouragement and help them
along the way. I think conventions
are a wonderful thing in as much as
the friendships that are formed.
They’re a great service, really, to
America’s youth.

Question: Do the Star Trek blooper
reels making the rounds of
conventions bother you?

Answer: They don’t bother me too
much. If people enjoy seeing that
and have fun with it, that’s great.

Question: Have you ever read any of
the Star Trek novels put out by Pocket
Books?

Answer: I've never read any of them,
no.

Question: Has the script for Star Trek
V been completed and have you seen
it?
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Answer: I haven’t seen a completed
script. I saw a first draft but it’s in a
complete rewrite so I don’t expect to
see an awful lot of what I read
retained. I understand that they had
accomplished a great deal before the
writers’” strike and hopefully it will
be set to go in September after
Leonard (Nimoy) is free of his
Disney obligation.

Question: How has Leonard
Nimoy’s directing been different
from all of the previous directors
you've worked with in the Trek
movies and in the original series?

Answer: Well, I always had great
faith in Leonard as a potential
director, even during the series. As a
matter of fact I had spoken, at that
time, to a friend of mine who was a
producer on the Paramount lot and
had tried to get him to hire Leonard
to direct a motion picture, but he
wouldn’t even think about it. So I
never had any doubts about Leonard
being able to direct Star Trek. After
all, no one knew the show any better.
He’s an exceptionally bright guy and
has a great knowledge of film.

Question: How did he differ in style
from the other directors?

Answer: It’s difficult to compare.
Each director brings something to a
show that another one doesn’t have.
Leonard knew us all so well and
knew the show so well that, except
in rare circumstances, he knew how
we were going to do something. So
there was a feeling of complete
confidence, almost like having a
parent guide you as opposed to
someone who steps in from the cold.
He had the advantage, in the first
picture he directed, of not being in it
until the very end and that relieved
him of a great responsibility. It’s very
difficult to have a heavy role in a
show and direct yourself and all of
the others about you.

Question: How do you think
William Shatner will fare directing
Star Trek V?

Answer: Nobody can say, but I'm
sure that Bill will do an equally good
job.
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ANOUNCING THE SHOW YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR,;

CAPCON '99

When - 18 September 1999, 0830 - 2400
Where -the St. Elias Centre at the corner of
Riverside Dr. and Ridgewood Ave, OTTAWA.

YT g

Any ship from
WW I

Years ending in Tiger Tank
"Nine" 'ﬁ familly of WW 1|

I Starst o Enterprise K 100th Anniversary of the

RCAF/CAF
75 Anniversary

Boer War

Registration: $15 / Junior $7 / banquet $30
Pre-reg. $13/ Junior $5 / banquet $28 - before 18 Jul '99
Vendor Tables $35 / Reg Category $25 / Special $30
Day Admission - Adult $2; Child 13 & less / Senior $1; Family $5
INFO -
Micheal R0y - 613 824-0200 spitfire@travel-net.com
Graham Mansell - 613 830-9326 f4phan@sympatico.ca

LAP 22
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THE SUMMER MOVIES
Reviewed by Keith Braithwaite

I went to the movies during my
summer vacation this year and I
thought I'd offer an opinion on the
flicks I saw. Here are my brief
reviews:

LAKE PLACID

I was drawn to Lake Placid by the
promise of good, quirky writing by
TV’s David E. Kelley (Ally McBeal,
The Practice), and by a pretty cool-
looking giant crocodile. While Kelley
did manage to script a couple of
amusing one-liners, this movie is one
big croc. The monster reptile is an
impressive special effect and has
several killer scenes, but alone isn’t
enough to carry the picture.

STAR WARS: EPISODE 1
THE PHANTOM MENACE

Yes, I saw this one way back in
May with the rest of you, but I went
to see it again during my vacation,
and you know what? It’s better the
second time around. In May I was
too caught up, perhaps, in the thrill
of seeing a new Star Wars adventure
for the first time. The whole
experience was more like going to a
big party than going to a movie.
With that behind me, now, and
knowing the story, I was able to relax
and catch nuances in the
performances, and the little details
that I missed the first time.
Somehow, the quick pace of the film
and the hectic plot didn’t seem as
quick and hectic upon a second
viewing. This time, I understood a
lot more of what Jar Jar was saying,
not that this made me any less
annoyed by him. And those
lightsaber duels are still just as
electrifying as they were in May.

AUSTIN POWERS:
THE SPY WHO SHAGGED ME

The Austin Powers movies are
better appreciated if you're familiar
with the James Bond films that they
brilliantly spoof. Like the original,
this second Powers abounds with
dumb, juvenile toilet humour. But
it’s clever dumb, juvenile toilet
humour! This is supposed to be
mindless entertainment and Mike

Myers doing Austin and Dr. Evil (as
well as obese henchman Fat Bastard)
is s0 over-the-top that you can't help
but laugh at the silliness of it all. And
Heather Graham'’s Felicity Shagwell
is sure easy on the eyes, baby, yeah!

SOUTH PARK:
BIGGER, LONGER & UNCUT

I'm not a major South Park fan,
but the show does have its moments.
The movie is worthy of the tasteless,
filthy, foul-mouthed, and regularly
offensive weekly cartoon series, and
then some. This is a very, very vulgar
piece of work, but that vulgarity
serves to drive home the film’s point.
Put up with all the obscenities and
you'll be rewarded with a hilarious,
bang-on satirical stab at censorship
and American culture. Canada plays
a prominent role in the story, so we
hosers can enjoy the movie on an
additional level.

THE HAUNTING

Overblown, state-of-the-art
special effects fill the screen with the
kind of stuff we’ve all seen before in
any number of haunted-house
movies. We are left, in the end,
unsatisfied because this movie just
isn’t scary. To add insult to injury, the
story is weak and the characters are
cardboard. Now if you want to be
scared shitless, go see...

THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT

The Blair Witch Project is the polar
opposite of The Haunting. First of all
and most obviously, it successfully
scares its audience while The
Haunting does not, proof that a great
concept trumps a big budget any day
of the week. Blair Witch was made
for what it costs for the coffee service
on a big production like The
Haunting. And secondly, the reason it
so successfully scares its audience is
that it lets their imaginations do all
the work. No high-priced special
effects of the kind employed in The
Haunting can ever match the power
of your own imagination when it
comes to drumming up real, bone-
chilling terror.

But the thing about Blair Witch
that I found most interesting is how
it effectively blurs the line between
Hollywood fantasy and docu-
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mentary-realism, to the point of
causing us to wonder if what we’re
watching might actually be real.
Orson Welles managed the same
kind of deceit on radio in 1938 when
his famous Halloween broadcast of
War of the Worlds had thousands of
listeners believing that America was
being invaded by Martians. There is
no Blair witch, but if there was, this
movie is what an encounter with her
would look like. Jerky, hand-held
camera work; shots out of focus or
improperly framed, unedited; no
fancy special effects; an unadorned
soundtrack, devoid of all but the
frightened voices of the actors and
the strange sounds in the
woods—elements designed to
convince us that what we are
watching is just what the film’s
publicity campaign says it is: reels of
raw footage found deep in the
woods that shed light on a mystery.

Three film students who had
been shooting a documentary about
the Blair witch vanished without a
trace a year earlier. Their footage
now reveals their horrifying fate. We
know that a Hollywood horror
movie, with all the camera tricks,
creepy mood music and gory make-
up, is ultimately just a movie. The
audience at the Blair Witch screening
I went to wasn’t so sure that what
they were watching was just a
movie, and I'll bet they didn’t sleep
much when they got home.

DEEP BLUE SEA

I have an irrational fear of sharks
(which is why I'll never so much as
dip a toe into the ocean), but at the
same time, I am fascinated by them.
Shark movies like this one allow me
to come face to face with these
awesome predators from the safety
of my theatre seat.

Despite a couple of unexpected
twists that made things a bit more
interesting, the story, here, is pretty
standard fare for a movie of this
type: monsters get loose and pick off
trapped people one by one. The cast
was competent if not outstanding,
but it’s the sharks that are the real
stars of the show. They are well
realized and plenty frightening.
Director Renny Harlin knows his
way around an action sequence and
has put together some exciting stuff
that makes for an entertaining ride.

LAIP
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“NASA is pleased to welcome
aboard the first completely
computer-generated character
aboard a United States spacecraft,”
said NASA administrator Daniel S.
Goldin. “We hope that the presence
of Jar Jar Binks will raise school
children’s interest in outer space
exploration.”

During the mission, the crew of
the Columbia will deploy the $1.5
billion Chandra X-Ray Observatory,
a space exploration vehicle and
astronomical observatory that is
expected to uncover data on the early
origins of the universe. Chandra will
spend at least five years in a highly
elliptical orbit which will carry it
one-third of the way to the moon to
observe invisible and often violent
realms of the cosmos containing
some of the most intriguing
mysteries in astronomy ranging from
comets in our solar system to quasars
at the edge of the universe.

“But kids don’t care about all
that crap,” said NASA administrator
Daniel 5. Goldin. “They just want to
see Jar Jar eating space food with his
long, disgusting tongue.”

Accordingly, a number of
“hilarious hi-jinks” have been
planned, in which the affable
Gungan will help personalize the
unfamiliar, alien environment and
zero-G gravity aboard an orbiting
shuttle. This is expected to help keep
children’s short attention spans from
wandering while the astronauts
perform seemingly tedious but
important experiments, such as
determining if ants can be trained to
sort tiny screws in space. For
example, Jar Jar will have trouble
zipping up his spacesuit before going
on a space-walk, or find himself
tangled up in his space hammock,
NASA suggested. And he will make
a “really, really gross face” when he
first tastes the specially prepared
Space Dinners, said Goldin.

Cooperating with [ASA in this
new venture is LucasFilm, the
creators of Star Wars and the Jar Jar
character. “LucasFilm is pleased to
assist NASA in the pursuit of
scientific knowledge, renew
children’s interest in outer space, and
create new marketing opportunities
in space,” a spokesperson for
LucasFilm said.

Actor Ahmed Best will be
reprising his role as the popular

Gungan, once again donning the
faux Jar Jar suit which aids the
animators at Industrial Light &
Magic in later adding the digital
character. NASA video transmissions
of activities inside the Shuttle will be
tape-delayed 72 hours to give the
computer animators time to “paint
in” the CGI character over the
footage of Best. A laugh track will
also be added to the Shuttle flight
recordings, timed for Jar Jar’s pranks.

NASA expects this Shuttle
mission to have the highest Nielsen
ratings of any launch yet.

(Is it just me or has NASA sunk to
a pathetic new low?—Ed.)

RAIDERS TO BE RETITLED?

According to The Digital Bits
DVD websites Rumor Mill column,
George Lucas has decided to make a
slight change to the classic Raiders of
the Lost Ark. No, as far as we know,
there are no plans for a Special
Edition to digitally “correct”
anything from the film. The site
reports simply that Lucasfilm is
retitling the film Indiana Jones and the
Raiders of the Lost Ark for DVD
release.

WARNERS BACK IN TRENCHES
FOR MATRIX SEQUELS

Warner Brothers is in discussions
to make a second and third
installment of The Matrix, possibly
with the pictures shooting back to
back next year. Sources confirmed
that the studio is exploring budgets
and timing in order to be able to
green light the films, with Keanu
Reeves again to star for writer-
directors Andy and Larry
Wachowski. No script is in place,
however. The Matrix, which opened
March 31, has taken in $167.9 million
at the domestic box office, making it
the studio’s biggest hit this year.

ANDERSON CONFIRMED
FOR DR. WHO

The British magazine SFX reports
it has confirmed that Event Horizon
and Soldier director Paul Anderson
will direct a new Dr. Who film. The
BBC verified that it is indeed
working on a Who film and that it
expects to make casting
announcements in August.
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TRON TO BE REMADE?

ZDNet reports that either a
remake of or a sequel to the '80s sci-fi
classic Tron may be in the works.
Citing an unnamed source, the site
tips that the new Tron project could
get rolling as soon as Toy Story 2 sees
release on November 24th, with John
Lasseter at the helm. This makes a
certain degree of sense since Lasseter
has indicated that Tron was an
inspiration for him, having said of
the film, “It was the future. It was the
potential I saw in computer
animation.” Way back in February of
’98 Cinescape Online first reported
rumblings of new Tron project. Time
will tell whether it pans out.

STARSHIP TROOPERS
ANIMATED SERIES

The Starship Troopers animated
series is taking elements from the
Robert A. Heinlein book as well as
the Verhoven film—and some new
elements that the animation writers
and producers will add.

The series is going to be all CG
(like Beast Wars). A digital house has
not been selected yet, although
Netter Digital (owned by Douglas
Netter-Producer of Babylon 5) looks
like the leading candidate.

There are 40 episodes being
produced for strip syndication. So it
will be aired Monday-Friday. The
entire series will be aired over a
period of 8 weeks. The series is an
arcing story-line and will have
closure by the end of the 40th
episode. In each week of the series
the mobile infantry will travel to a
new planet (or other location) and
that week’s episodes will mostly take
place there.

Characters such as Johnnie Rico,
Carmen, and Sgt. Zim will be in the
series, but they are part of the regular
cast (Zim is only written into 5
episodes as far as we know). There
are about 10 voice actors who make
up the regular cast of the series; no
big names have been cast in any of
the lead roles.

It seems like the story line starts
before the events that happened in
the film, when humans are fighting
the bugs, but not having a full scale
war with them. But the story arc

seems to end long after the events of
the film.
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