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FRuwW THE
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CHAIR

Deadlines, deadlines, deadlines! I've made a serious
effort to keep Warp on a regular publishing schedule.
However, I depend on you, the membership, to help.
Please submit your articles, reviews and stories as early
as possible. If you submit your items too close to the
printing deadline, it means that [ have too much work to
do at the last minute. This can result in the issue being
published late!

I have been trying to hand out your copies of Warp at
the cI  meetings, whenever possible, to save MonSFFA
money on the postage. (Of course, those who are not
present at the given meetings will still receive their copy
by mail—but even delivering some of the Warps in
person, usually about half, helps.)

I used to be one of those people who didn’t begin to
write my convention and movie reviews until the
newsletter editor was asking for them. They were often
written hastily, under a tight deadline. I frequently had to
consult the convention program book or other reference
material to remember the finer points of something I had
experienced months ago, but was only now getting
around to writing about. I found myself thinking, if only
I'd written my review sooner...

Becoming the editor of Warp, and being on the
receiving end of things, didn’t do as much to change my
habits of procrastination as becoming involved with the
immediacy of electronic communication. Yes, I'm talking
about the internet. To get the most out of list-servers and
usenet newsgroups, you have to stay current with the
topics of conversation. That means uploading your ideas
and points-of-view as soon as possible. I now usually
write my movie reviews either the same night or the next
day after I see the film. I must, if I want to participate in
the discussion.

Of course, as editor of Warp, the needs of the club
newsletter are never far from my thoughts as my
electronic surfboard navigates the bitstream. The reviews
that I upload to the net, as well as any good rumours I
come across that would be suitable for the Sensors
column, get accumulated in my e-mail box for later use in
Warp.

My convention review of Visions 97, which appears
in this issue, was originally written back in early
December, in answer to queries of “How was it?” on one
of the e-mail lists. All I had to do for Warp was paste it in
place from my e-mail out-box.
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So please, MonSFFA members, help me out. If you
attend a fannish event and you feel others might like to
read about your experience, write it up while it’s still
fresh in your mind. Then, send it to me. There is always
room for one more item in my in-box.

That applies to photography too! Please bring your
photos to the MonSFFA meetings so that I may borrow
them for scanning into Warp, or you can e-mail the
images directly to me in jpeg format.

Still on the subject of submissions, MonSFFA would
be pleased to publish articles of short fiction. However,
the club maintains the editorial policy that we will not
begin printing any story until we have a completed
version. There is a reason for this decision. Often, due to
length, a work of short fiction must be divided into
multiple parts before publishing. What if we printed
Parts 1 & 2 and the writer did not complete Part 3 in a
timely fashion? Or, worse yet, what if Part 3 never got
completed? Some of us are all too familiar with how
Space: Above and Beyond ended! We wouldn’t want to do
that to our membership!

Finally, I must congratulate those MonSFFA members
who made the effort to submit articles. Thanks to the few
who sent in their material early. And thanks to all for
submitting such high quality work, even if some of it
arrived rather late.

It seems that Warp is regularly written by just over a
handful of dedicated individuals. Let’s get a few more
people involved! Have you written anything for Warp
lately? Why not?

Get started on those articles for our next issue today!

S

Lynda Pelley,
Editor



MonSFFA and Warp welcome
letters of comment and inquiry.
Mail letters to:

P.O. Box 1186, Place du Pare,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada,
H2W 2P4.

Unless otherwise indicated, we
assume all letters are intended for
publication. Warp reserves the right
to edit letters where deemed
necessary.
.. |

MonSFFA continued to receive and
respond to correspondence during
Warp’s recent, unscheduled hiatus.
Here, for the record, is a sampling of our
mail over the last nine months or
so.—Ed

L’AMonSFF a regu et répondu
réguliérement & la correspondance
pendant I'absence imprévue de Warp.
Voici un échantillonnage du courrier des
neuf derniers mois.—Ed

REcu aour 1997:

Keith Braithwaite et Lynda Pelley,
Warp

Bonjour!

J’ai requ votre dernier numéro de
Warp, le numéro d’été '97. C’est
aimable de votre part, et je le lis
toujours avec plaisir. En toute
honnéteté, je dois cependant vous
signaler que je ne suis plus le
directeur de (la revue) Solaris. A
l’avenir, il sera sans doute plus
honnéte et direct d’envoyer les
services de presse de Warp a Hugues
Morin.

En attendant de se revoir, sans
doute, a Boréal/ConeCept, je vous
prie d’accepter mes salutations les
plus amicales, ainsi que toute la
chance possible avec votre club et ses
multiples activités.

P.S. a Keith: Je suis d’accord avec

toi au sujet de Jurassic Park: The Lost
World (“Summer ‘97 Movie Reviews,
Pt. 1”). Quelle déception, en effet!

Signé, un grand fan du premier,

Joél Champetier
Proulxville, Québec

Merci, Joél, de la mise a jour; nous
te verrons lors du
Boréal/ConeCept.—Ed

RECEIVED SEPTEMBER, 1997:
Dear MonSFFen:

I have received issue 42 of Warp
and I've got a little time to put
together a letter of comment. I think
it’'s a good move to make the
opening column available to the
general membership (as reported in
“From the Navigator’s Seat”), for it’s
another way to make the club more
open to its members. Hey, folks, the
club’s made the first move, now it's
yours, so take advantage and take
part. On your May ‘97 meeting
(modern Montreal fandom’s first
decade): it’s always good to remember
your roots and history. I remember
Capucine Plourde phoning me to ask
what was happening in Montreal
fandom and asking for my contacts
there, and meeting with John Dupuis
(it was you, wasn'’t it, John?) at the
downtown Toronto campus of
George Brown College, talking about
the possibility of launching a science
fiction convention in Montreal and
what the committee should keep in
mind when managing the con. I also
remember folk like Luke Fallon,
Geoff Bovey, Chris Daly, James Poon,
Tapio Vocadlo, and Final Frontier, the
magazine of the Montreal Star Trek
Association. A few of the current
MonSFFA crew were on the
masthead of Final Frontier by the
third and final issue.

The final Star Wars trilogy won't
be shot (according to Lynda Pelley, in
her reviews of the special editions of
Empire and Jedi.)? Hmmm...never
say never with George Lucas, as
we’ve already found out. Public
demand, and the opportunity to
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make more billions, will probably
persuade him to make those movies,
probably some years in the future, at
the twilight of his career. We may
have to cash a pension cheque in
order to afford the tickets.

The infestation of psychic
hotlines (“Dubious Employment for
Ex-Stars,” by Joe Aspler) prove that
the public is largely uninformed,
uneducated, and gullible, at worst.
Ignorance is on the rise, as is
knowledge and technology, mostly
because that knowledge and
technology is for those who can
understand or afford it. Those who
can’t understand or afford the tech
must fall back on what they can
grasp or buy. We're looking for easy
answers and reassurance in an age of
uncertainty, and people buy into the
hotlines because they’re cheap and
provide what people want to hear.
Nichelle Nichols should know better
than to promote these hotlines, but
she’s making a living after her
underpaid years on Star Trek, and
we're all trying to do that.

Very informative (ConeCept '97)
flyers, and the first time I've seen the
French-language version. We’'re
(Lloyd and wife Yvonne) looking
forward to getting to
ConeCept/Boréal '97 (as the con’s Fan
Guests of Honour).

On “Sensors”:

As far as Star Trek goes, I think
Paranoidmount must realize that its
popularity is on the wane after the
more than 10 years we’ve
enjoyed/endured TNG, DS9 and
Voyager, plus the frequent movies.
After the long drought of no ST
following the initial series, we’ve had
a glut of it, and we’ve been picky
about what’s good and what’s bad.
Perhaps what’s needed is another
drought, and I think that might be
what Paramount has in mind. Also,
the idea of Tim Burton directing the
next Superman movie is disquieting,
after what he’s done to the Batman
franchise. Let’s hope the Man of Steel
is more durable than the Dark
Knight.

It's Aurora (Awards) time! I hc e
everyone is voting. Capucine
Plourde has been nominated in each
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of the three fan categories, and I
think that’s a first. I'm nominated
and so is Yvonne. Please keep
Yvonne in mind when you
vote...she’s the busiest fan I know
who hasn’t won one of these great,
pointy trophies.

That’s this letter for now. Word
from Boston is that a contingent from
NESFA is coming up to Montreal to
attend ConeCept/Boréal and I've
also heard that the hotel rooms are
sold out. Sounds like this ConeCept
will be very popular. We’ll see you
all there!

Yours,

Lloyd Penney
Etobicoke, Ontario

Warp's lengthy period M.I.A. has
created something of a time warp, Lloyd.
As we publish your letter, ConeCept 97
has come and gone and the ‘97 Aurora
Auwards were handed out months ago.

We were, of course, pleased to
welcome you and Yvonne to the con as
Fan Guests of Honour. By all accounts,
the con went very well and we know, by
the comments in a subsequent letter that
you've sent us and that we've run
further on in this column, that you had a
“wonderful time.” Good to hear. We also
know that each of you won one of those
great, pointy Auroras last year and we
congratulate you. The recognition, in
Yvonne's case, was long overdue. And if
MonSFFA’s Plant 9 From Outer Space
video-film had to lose out in the Fan
Achievement (Other) category, we're
glad it was to you, Lloyd.

We are gratified that the content of
Warp 42 provoked comment on your
part. By the way, the John you spoke to
all those years ago about what would
become ConeCept was likely Matthias,
not Dupuis. The former was chair of the
first ConeCept and did travel to Toronto
(and Ottawa) seeking the advice of
experienced con-runners. The latter was
the con’s treasurer—Ed

RECEIVED OCTOBER, 1997:
Dear Sir/Madam,

I found the address to your
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Montreal Science Fiction and Fantasy
Association while searching for
something on the internet. You
cannot imagine how delighted I was
to find out that I am not the only fan
in this city. I was beginning to
believe that this was indeed the case.
Could you please send me all the
information you can on your
association with perhaps a telephone
number or e-mall address where 1
can reach you. I would also like to
know if you take new members, and
if yes, how I would go about joining.

A bit about myself... am a
computer science teacher at a local
technical institute. I've always loved
to read SF and have recently begun
to seriously write it. I have had a few
of my short stories published in SF
magazines in the U.S.

Thank you for taking the time to
read my letter and I hope to hear
from you soon.

Sincerely,

Arto Baltayan
St-Laurent, Quebec

We were happy to respond to Arto’s
inquiry and later welcomed him to our
ranks. We’d love to have you drop by one
of the club’s writers group meetings,
Arto.—Ed

RECEIVED DECEMBER, 1997:
Dear Sirs,

I would appreciate if you could
send me your latest subscription
form to Warp magazine. It is in
Solaris number 110 that I found your
address. I Thank you in advance.

Happy Holidays,

Robert Khayat
St-Laurent, Quebec

Warp is a benefit of membership in
our club, Robert, and is mailed free fo
our members. A one-year membership in
MonSFFA costs $20, only pennies a
day! In addition to this response to
Robert’s letter (capsulized here), we sent
him an information sheet, our
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flyer/membership application form, and
a couple of back issues of Warp for his
perusal.—Ed

REcU DECEMBRE 1997:
Madame, Monsieur,

Je vous écris pour que vous
puissiez m’envoyer toutes les
informations nécessaires pour
joindre votre association. De plus,
j'aimerais que vous puissiez m’aider
sur un point particulier.

Depuis l'introduction de la
nouvelle version de la trilogie de La
Guerre des Etoiles, je ne parviens plus
a trouver deux cassettes vidéo de
l’ancienne version, notamment
L’Empire Contre-Attaque et Le Retour
du Jedi. 5'il est possible de me les
procurer par le biais de votre
association, je serais trés heureuse
que vous communiquiez avec moi.

Bien a vous,

Dolly Tremblay
Montréal, Québec

En réponse a wvotre requéte
d’information concernant l’Association
Montréalaise de Science-Fiction et de
Fantastique (AMonSFF), je peux voue,
dire qu’il s’agit d'un club d’intérét
général, couvrant toutes les facettes de
U'imaginaire.

Nous nous réunissons environ une
fois par mois, a la salle St-Frangois du
Days Inn Centre-Ville, au 1005 rue
Guy, coin de René Lévesque. C'est a
quelques pas de la station de Métro Guy.
Les sujets de discussion sont
extrémement variés, et nous sommes
toujours a l'écoute de suggestions. Dans
le passé, nous avons parlé de
programmes de télévison, de films,
d’effets spéciaux, de légendes
Arthuriennes, de vampires, de sites SF
intéressants a visiter. Nous tenons
fréquemment des ateliers sur le
modélisme, la  peinture, les
déguisements, I'écriture. Tout ceci, bien
siir, sur des thémes de science-fiction et
de fantastique. Nous avons environ 75
membres, les trois-quarts d’entre eux
anglophone. Les activitées se tiennent
donc généralement en anglais, mais le



frangais est parfaitement compris et est
utilisé par plusieurs membres.

Le club a un fanzine, Warp, publié
quatre ou cing fois par année. Il est
distribué sans frais aux membres, qui
sont grandement encouragés a soumettre
des critiques, des nouvelles, des bandes
dessinées.

Nous avons également un
programme d’escompte auprés de
plusieurs marchands, donnant droit a
des réductions sur un large choix
d’articles sur présentation de la carte de
membre.

Les frais d’adhésion sont de 20% par
année.

En ce qui concerne votre question
touchant la trilogie de La Guerre des
Etoiles, I'ancienne version n’est plus
officiellement en vente dans le commerce.
Les derniéres copies ont été retirées lors
de la parution de la version remaniée.
Certaines boutiques de seconde main
peuvent toutefois en avoir en stock.

Nous vous signalons également
qu’un des services offerts 4 nos membres
est la possibilité de publier sans frais de
petites annonces dans Warp, et
plusieurs affichent ainsi des offres de
vente ou d’échange de films, livres ou
bandes dessinées.—Ed

RECU DECEMBRE 1997:
Bonjour,

Mon nom est :an Bilodeau, je
suis auteur et éditeur d’un roman
s’intitulant Bleu de Cobalt: les
Eramiens. Ce roman de science-
fiction, signé Neil Bryand
(pseudonyme), possede beaucoup de
technique avantgardiste. Il contient
de nombreux éléments de terreur, a
la Stephen King, et aussi plusieurs
touches d’humour. Sans vouloir vous
dévoiler l'intrigue, 1’histoire est
basée sur un conflit entre les Terriens
et les Eramiens, peuple
microscopique, sans qu’il n’y ait
jamais de rencontre entre eux. Le
roman contient beaucoup de
dialogues, s’adresse aux adolescents
et aux adultes qui ont gardé, dans
leur coeur, une place pour
l'imaginaire et le fantastique.

Mon roman se détail 14.95$, plus
taxe, en librairie. Je serais disposer a

vous faire un prix spécial pour vos
membres, soit 12$ taxes incluses
pour un exemplaire, 10$ taxes
incluses pour 20 exemplaires ou
plus.

Au plaisir de vous lire,

Jean Bilodeau/Neil Bryand
Saint-Romuald, Québec

Jean/Neil, nous informons nos
membres de ton livre avec la publication
de ta lettre. Peut-étre qu’il en résultera
des intéressés. Nous somme désolés de
n’avoir pu nous en occuper plus tot;
meiux vaut tard que jamais.—Ed

RECEIVED JANUARY, 1998:

To: Keith Braithwaite and Lynda
Pelley, co-editors of Warp

Greetings!

Enclosed please find proof
positive that the Canadian Unity Fan
Fund (CUFF) is alive and well,
namely 10 copies of “First Call For
Nominations” and 10 copies of the
“100 Eligible Nominees” list. You'll
note that (as the fund administrator)
I've done three things: 1) narrowed
the nominee focus to fanzine
fandom, 2) kept the aperture wide
open for nominator eligibility
(fanzine activity and/or club activity
and/or concom activity), and 3)
opened up the definition of fanzine
activity to include as many potential
nominees as possible. Consequently,
many members of MonSFFA are
eligible. Granted, it’s a bit silly for a
Montreal fan to win a free trip to
Montreal, but should the 1998 CUFF
winner be from Montreal or vicinity,
CUFF would pay transportation (bus
ride? cab fare?), hotel room, con
membership, Aurora banquet fee (if
any), meal allowance, and maybe
other stuff, details to be negotiated.
So, a Montrealer winning is not so
silly after all. In any event, I would
like you to forward to me any names
(with credentials) that you feel
should be added to the nominee list.
I would also like you to distribute
copies of the “First Call” and
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“Nominee List” to any potential
nominees or nominators you can
think of. And I would be especially
grateful if you would print and
distribute the “First Call” sheet with
your next issue of Warp (if it comes
out before nominations close on
March 31). All in the interest of
promoting Canadian Fandom, of
course. Truth to tell, I wish I were
running for CUFF this year! I've
always wanted to meet Forrest J.
Ackerman (ConeCept '98’s Fan Guest
of Honour), a childhood hero of mine.
Sigh.

The last issue of Warp 1 received
was the Summer 1997 issue. I hope I
haven’t been cut from your list. I
know it’s been a long time since my
last Space Cadet (one the 'zines with
which Warp trades). But my next issue
will be out by mid-February and will
be almost entirely devoted to a
history of CUFF I think you will find
fascinating, not to say hilarious.

Or perhaps the problem is
BCSFAzine (published by the British
Columbia Science Fiction Association
and another of Warp’s trades)? Are you
still getting BCSFAzine? Since
stepping down as (its) editor and
becoming (BCSFA’s) archivist, I've
sort of lost track of the day-to-day
affairs of the club, especially since
they usually hold meetings when I'm
at work (I work evenings, 3:30PM to
midnight). I don’t know who
handles the trades list, for instance.
So if you haven’t been getting
BCSFAzine, do let me know! I'll get
you back on the list.

Cheers!

R. Graeme Cameron
1998 CUFF Administrator
Vancouver, B.C.

Bonjour from over this side of the
country. We received your letter and
information sheets regarding CUFF "98.
Thanks for including us in your mailing.
We don’t really know how much interest
there is in these parts (we suspect not
much, sadly), but we did disseminate the
information you sent amongst our club
members. Regrettably, Montreal
fandom—English fandom, at least—has
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little knowledge of such Canfannish
institutions as the CUFF and the
Auroras, largely because we’ve received
precious little information on them.
We've been organized and active since
the late ‘80s but only in recent
years—and often sporadically or too
late—has the info come our way. Thus,
familiarity with and participation in
these things is decidedly scant. Your
exhaustive treatise on CUFF can only
help to educate.

You asked about the whereabouts of
Warp, and whether we were still
receiving BCSFAzine. The Summer '97
Warp you received was the last one to go
out before our prolonged production
snafu hit. You were not cut from our
mailing list. We were just tackling,
among other setbacks, Ice Storm "98.
Many MonSFFen—including Keith and
I—found themselves without electricity
for a week or more just as the Christmas
holidays ended. Suddenly, we were all
dealing with sub-zero temperatures,
frozen pipes, damaged roofs and such.
Fannish pursuits were put on hold!
Thanks for continuing to send
BCSFAzine along on a regular basis
during all of this.

Because production of our
newsletter was held up for so many
months, your letter sees publication in
the wake of the ‘97 CUFF race, with
Toronto’s Lloyd and Yvonne Penney the
winners and headed to ConeCept for
another guest stint.—Ed

RECEIVED JANUARY, 1998:
Ms. Cathy Palmer-Lister
Dear Ms. Lister,

The Canadian Red Cross Society
wishes to thank you and your
collaborators for the wonderful
cooperation and assistance extended
to us during the recent Blood Donor
Clinic at Place Alexis-Nihon.

The clinic allowed us to collect
87 units of blood. We would like to
express our thanks to these generous
donors for their fraternal gesture.

Could you possibly extend our
gratitude to all volunteers who
participated in this event.

AP

Sincerely yours,

Danielle Rocheleau
Consultant

Recruitment and Marketing
Canadian Red Cross Society
Montreal, Quebec

MonSFFA is glad to help the
community whenever we can. Cathy,
our club president, extends your thanks
to our Nexus Costumer’s group and
other MonSFFA members who
participated in the Blood Donor Clinic
which took place during the Christmas
season.—Ed

RECEIVED MARCH, 1998:

Cathy Palmer-Lister, the Nexus
Project

Dear Mrs. Palmer-Lister,

Please accept our sincere thanks
for supporting Aliment Action
LaSalle. Your donation of food is
very much appreciated and
necessary. We have received at least a
50 percent increase in donations this
year to help us meet our new
challenge, and we hope we can look
forward to your continued support.

Aliment Action LaSalle is an
official part of the LaSalle disaster
plan, and so, with your help we were
able to respond to over 400 requests
for help from the general public in a
two-week period. We were happy to
be able to respond.

Please accept our warmest and
heartfelt thanks.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Aldis L. Lee
President, Aliment Action LaSalle
LaSalle, Quebec

Cathy, our club president, is glad
we could be of help. The food donated
were snacks and such left over following
a Red Cross blood drive the Nexus
Project (our club’s costumers group) was
involved in. Rather than see perfectly
good food dumped in the trash, a
resourceful member of our team thought
to bring it down to you good

8

people.—Ed
RECEIVED MAy, 1998:
Dear MonSFFen,

Issue 43 of Warp is here. It's been
a while since the club has sent me a
‘zine, but I gather it’s been a while
since it’s produced one. And once I
looked inside I found out why.

Bravo to (departing Warp co-
editor) Keith Braithwaite for sticking
with the job for so long. Life
sometimes catches up with you, and
suddenly there’s marriage, kids, and
responsibility. It’s not a matter of
getting a life, but having your life
and fandom, too. Enjoy your
“retirement,” Keith, and once (infant
daughter) Erin is old enough, perhaps
fandom will still be around and she
might gather up an interest in
whatever’s popular then. With that
retirement, maybe we’ll see the
whole family at ConeCept this year!

And, of course, this means that
Lynda’s in charge. Full thrusters and
I don’t need to wish you luck,
because the “zine you and Keith (and
Mike!) have been putting out all this
time has been just great. By the way,
Lynda, I applied for a job at the
Toronto office of the NFB; wish me
luck!

I guess the last time I wrote to
you was just before ConeCept 97
and there’s a lot to catch up on.
ConeCept was a wonderful time and
we thank you all for a great
weekend. The Canvention was in
Toronto at Primedia that same month
and the Auroras were
presented—Yvonne and I both won
in our categories! That weekend was
a real high and I'm not sure we’ve
come down from it yet. Then, we
attended a book launch for Robert
Sawyer’s novel, Illegal Alien, in
which I'm Tuckerized as Dr. Lloyd
Penney, a forensic psychologist with
a penchant for wearing tacky
Hawaiian shirts. Robert’s seen my
wardrobe! And, we attended John
Millard’s 80th birthday party at the
Merril Collection. John was the
chairman of Torcon II, the 1973
WorldCon in Toronto. While we were



MonSFFA Thanks

CLAUDE
LALUMIERE

for his many years of friendship and patronage of our club through his shop,
Nebula Books. Claude recently sold the store with plans to move on to other
things. He can take great pride in having built one of the
finest genre bookshops in the country, one much appreciated

by the SF/F fans of Montreal.

Goad Luck, Clande,
and Best ‘Westes!

there, John got a surprise visit from
Ned McKeown, the chairman of
Torcon I, the 1948 WorldCon. I've
always liked the idea of fandom
having a history and in talking to
both John and Ned, my sense of
fannish history got a real jolt. This
year continued the good fortune. The
FAAN Awards are given out by ‘zine
fans every year at the fanzine
convention, Corflu. I finished a
respectable second in the Best
Letterhack category, second to the
most venerable fanzine letterhack of
all, Harry Warner, Jr. Then, Yvonne
and I threw our hats into the ring for
CUFF "98, and we won! Mind you,
we were unopposed. This means that

as ConeCept ‘98 hosts the
Canvention this year, we’ll be
coming back, this time as the CUFF
delegates.

After reading and hearing both
sides of the Claudia Christian saga
(the issue’s cover story), all I can say is
that, as usual, the truth must lie
somewhere in the middle. Since this
story broke, I've also heard that the
person who is truly at fault is
Claudia’s agent, who took too long
with negotiations with Warner Bros.
and screwed up on the contract.
However, we may never know the
full story. I'm enjoying this fifth
(Babylon 5) season, but not as much
as in previous years.
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The only movies I saw of those
you reviewed were Men in Black and
Contact—enjoyed both, and I notice
that both are on the Hugo ballot for
this year.

That'’s all; byefernow!

Yours,

Lloyd Penney
Etobicoke, Ontario

You guys have certainly been
keeping fannishly busy. We look forward
to seeing you both again in October.
And good luck with that NFB job
prospect. If you land it, put in a good
word for me!—Ed
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“ALL THE CLUB NEWS THAT FITS, WE'LL PRINT!”

Warp’s absence through last fall,
winter, and spring has left us with a
lot of ground to cover in this
column and not much space, so
we'll have to keep it brief.

RETURN OF WARP

After some nine Warpless
months, MonSFFA’s newsletter
resumed publishing with the April
‘98 issue, number 43. Warp was shut
down by a variety of factors,
including events in the personal lives
of both now-departed editor/co-
editor Keith Braithwaite and newly
solo editor Lynda Pelley that kept
them from devoting much time to the
newsletter. And, of course, there was
that nasty ice storm and its aftermath
which put all of our lives on hold for
a while. Anyway, Warp is back, and
we’ll be catching up on things this
issue and next. That submission you
handed in months ago will see print
as soon as we can work our way
through the backlog.

EX1 NSION OF
MEMBERSHIPS

As reported last issue, the club
has moved to address the problem of
our out-of-action newsletter by
extending by three months all
MonSFFA memberships. We hope
this will give us sufficient time to see
to it that all members receive the
Warps they are due. Should further
measures be required, we will act on
a case by case basis to insure that we
deliver the goods.

DISCOUNT PROGRAM:
ERROR CORRECTION
AND UPDATE

The Discount Program page, you
will note, now appears at the back of
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each issue.

The information we ran on last
issue’s (Warp 43) Discount Program
page was in error. An old computer
file, containing outdated information,
was mistakenly used to create the
page, resulting in, among the
misinformation, the false impression
that El Paso Comix had gone out of
business. This is not the case, and we
apologize to El Paso Comix, and to
our members, for this glitch.

We regret having to pass on the
news that Hobby Mania has gone out
of business. We thank the folk at
Hobby Mania for their patronage of
our club these past couple of years,
and we wish them well in whatever
future endeavour they undertake.

Many members have already
taken note of Empire Comics’ move
to a larger space just next door from
their former spot. They are now at
1221 Crescent.

Claude Lalumiere, who started
Nebula Books about a decade ago,
having recently decided to get out of
the retail book business, has sold his
shop. The new owner plans no
drastic changes and informs us that
the club’s Discount Program
arrangement with Nebula will
remain in effect.

MonSFFA takes this opportunity
to thank Claude for his many years
of friendship. He joined the Discount
Program on day one and has
supported the club’s activities over
the years, donating numerous items
to our fund-raisers. He can take great
pride in having built an excellent
genre bookstore, one of the finest in
the country, and one which this
town’s SF/F fans very much
appreciate. We wish him all the best.

1998 EXECUTIVE

As is our practice, the club
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selected its executive for the coming
year at its January meeting.
Returning in ‘98 is the ‘97 executive,
Cathy Palmer-Lister, Dave Legault,
and Sylvain St-Pierre, president, vice-
president, and treasurer, respectively.
They are halfway through their
mandate as we run this item, but we
nevertheless wish them a good year.

10TH ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

MonSFFen celebrated the club’s
10th anniversary at a party/dance
held at MonSFFA’s downtown Days
Inn meeting locale on Saturday
evening, November 8. Kevin Holden
(the only founding member of the
club still around) presided over the
handing out of the tongue-in-cheek
Get A Lifetime Achievement Awards
(the GALAs), which he put together
along with Keith Braithwaite and
John Matthias. John's attractive,
suitable-for-framing GALA
certificates made a nice souvenir of
the event for the 30-odd
“distinguished” MonSFFen who
received a nod in recognition of their
active involvement in the club.

DJ John Zmrotchek provided a
varied mix of dance music
throughout the evening and well into
the wee hours of the morning.

A good time was had by all!

MonSFFA thanks Kevin, Keith,
the two Johns, and the party’s
organizing committee for staging a
great 10th anniversary event.

CHRISTMAS PARTY 97

MonSFFA’s annual Christmas
party tool place on Saturday,
December 13. The club welcomed its
members and friends to the familiar
Park Place Bar for an evening of
seasonal celebration. The party’s



usual features where in
place—shooters, snack bar, back-
room pool tournament, mega-raffle
(which offered as one prize a FedEx
Files: “Moxie” T-shirt, in promotion of
the club’s Plant 9 From Outer Space
sequel, currently in post-production).

As is traditional at the Christmas
party, the club collected both non-
perishable food items and toys for
donation to the Sun Youth charity’s
Christmas Basket Drive.

Thanks to the Park Place’s
Debbie Gordon and her staff for their
hospitality; thanks to Keith
Braithwaite for setting up the party
and providing tunes throughout the
evening; thanks to Cathy Palmer-
Lister for taking care of the
Christmas Basket Drive collection;
and thanks to all who donated raffle
items and/or stocked the buffet
table.

MonSFFA MEETINGS,
JANUARY-MAY, 1998

Very briefly, now, hitting just the
highlights:

January

January 18th’s meeting began
with the acclamation of the club’s
executive for 1998, the same trio who
were '97’s executive (see item 1998
Executive,” above). Featured
programming was a look at the
Robin Hood :gend, historically, in
literature, and as presented in film
and television. Josée Bellemare and
Mark Durocher put a presentation
together that included numerous
video clips of the various Robins
over the years.

February

The February 15 meeting focused
on Mars. Keith Braithwaite, John
Dupuis, Mark Durocher, and
Georges Dod  sat on a panel which
dealt with Mars as depicted through
the years in science fiction literature
and film. Guest speaker David
Schuman, an amateur astronomer,
fc »wed with a fabulous slide-show
of photos of the martian surface,

taken during the Pathfinder mission
by the Sojourner rover.

March

A whopping big blizzard kept
attendance at the March 22 meeting
to just over a dozen hardy, snow-
capped MonSFFen. Among them
were scheduled speakers Mark
Shainblum and John Dupuis, there to
discuss Arrowdreams, the recently
released collection of Canadian
alternate history stories they had
edited together. Their talk included
perspectives on the process of editing
an SF anthology.

April

April’s meeting, held on the 19th,
was devoted entirely to the craft of
sci-fi scale-model building. Mark
Burakoff and Dominique Durocher
began with an overview of the
hobby, discussing the various types
of kits, glues, and paints available,
and some of the tools required and
techniques used. A hands-on
workshop followed, during which
members were invited to try their
hand at building a small kit under
the tutelage of Dominique, Mark,
and two other of the club’s master
modellers, Wayne Glover and Ernst-
Udo Peters.

May

Ernst was front and center again
for the May 24 meeting, along with
Lynda Pelley. The topic: Star Wars.
Talk of the upcoming prequels, of
course, was of great interest, with
discussions of costuming and
collecting in the Star Wars universe
following later in the meeting.
Lynda’s planned slide-show of the
Smithsonian’s Star Wars exhibition
didn’t come off (her slides were late
getting back from the developer); it
was bumped ahead a month to the
June 14 meeting.

Thanks

Our usual meeting features, the
snack bar and raffle, ran successfully
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at each of these meetings, with the
exception of March’s snowbound
huddle. A thank-you goes out to the
members who took care of these two
operations.

Thanks to all of our
programming participants, January
through May; a special nod to
February guest speaker David
Schuman for taking part.

CLAUDIA CHRISTIAN
AUTOGRAPH SIGNING

On May 29, former Babylon 5 star
Claudia Christian, who was in town
making a film, took time out from
her schedule to meet fans at Nebula
bookstore. She signed autographs for
nearly two hours in sauna-like
humidity. Although she brought
photos with her for sale, she was
willing to sign anything and
everything, including MonSFFA
member Krikor Ajemian’s chest!

Dominique Durocher presents Claudia
Christian with an origami starfury.
Photo by Daniel P. Kenney.

RENEWALS

We’ve held back on mailing out
our usual renewal reminders until
Warp gets fully back up to speed. We
expect to mail these notices out
during the club’s July summer break.
Please renew your membership upon
receipt. MonSFFA remains
Montreal’s best SE/F fan club and
with the support of its members, will
continue to deliver top-notch sci-fi
fun via its various activities. Yearly
membership fees are holding at $20,
only pennies a day!

LRA<P



The Hugo Nominees

The World Science Fiction Society
has announced the nominees for this
year’s Hugo Awards, which are
given annually for achievements in
science fiction. This year’s
winners—determined by a vote of
WSFS members—will be awarded at
Bucconeer, the 1998 World Science
Fiction Convention, at a ceremony
that will be held on Aug. 7 in
Baltimore, Md.

This year’s nominees include:

BEST NOVEL:

Forever Peace,

by Joe Haldeman (Ace)
Frameshift,

by Robert J. Sawyer (Tor)
The Rise of Endymion,

by Dan Simmons

(Bantam Spectra)
Jack Faust,

by Michael Swanwick (Avon)
City on Fire,

by Walter Jon Williams

(HarperPrism)

BEST NOVELLA:

“The Funeral March of the
Marionettes,”

by Adam-Troy Castro

(F&SF July 1997)
“Ecopoiesis,”

by Geoffrey A. Landi

(SF Age May 1997)
“Loose Ends,”

by Paul Levinson

(Analog May 1997)
“Marrow,”

by Robert Reed

(SF Age July 1997)
“...Where Angels Fear To Tread,”

by Allen Steele

(Asimov’s Oct.-Nov. 1997)

BEST NOVELETTE:

“Moon Six,”

by Stephen Baxter

(SF Age March 1997)
“Broken Symmetry,”

by Michael A. Burstein
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(Analog Feb. 1997)
“Three Hearings on the Existence of
Snakes in the Human Bloodstream,”
by James Alan Gardner
{(Asimov’s Feb. 1997)
“We Will Drink A Fish Together...,”
by Bill Johnson
(Asimov’s May 1997)
“The Undiscovered,”
by William Sanders
{Asimov’s March 1997)

BEST SHORT STORY:

““Beluthahatchie,”
by Andy Duncan
{Asimov's March 1997)
“Standing Room Only,”
by Karen Joy Fowler
(Asimov’s Aug. 1997)
“Itsy Bitsy Spider,”
by James Patrick Kelly
(Asimov’s June 1997)
“The 43 Antarean Dynasties,”
by Mike Resnick
(Asimov’s Dec. 1997)
“The Hand You're Dealt,”
by Robert J. Sawyer
(Free Space, Tor)
“No Planets Strike,”
by Gene Wolfe
(F&SF Jan. 1997)

(There are six items due to a tie for
fifth place.)

BEST RELATED BOOK:

Space Travel,

by Ben Bova

with Anthony R. Lewis

{Writer’s Digest Books)
The Encyclopedia of Fantasy,

edited by John Clute

& John Grant

(St. Martin's Press)
Infinite Worlds,

by Vincent DiFate

(Penguin Studio)
Spectrum IV: The Best in Contemporary
Fantastic Art,

edited by Cathy Fenner

& Arnie Fenner

with Jim Loehr

{(Underwood Books)
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Reflections and Refractions: Thoughts
on Science-Fiction, Science and Other
Matters,
by Robert Silverberg
(Underwood Books)

BEST DRAMATIC
PRESENTATION:

Contact
{Warner Bros./South Side
Amusement Company)
The Fifth Element
{Columbia Pictures/Gaumont)
Gattaca
{Columbia Pictures Corporation
/Jersey Films)
Men in Black
(MacDonald-Parkes
/Columbia Pictures Corporation
/Amblin Entertainment)
Starship Troopers
(TriStar Pictures
/Big Bug Pictures
/ Touchstone Pictures)

BEST PROFESSIONAL
EDITOR:

Gardner Dozois (Asimov’s)

Scott Edelman (SF Age)

David Hartwell (Tor; Year’s Best SF)
Stanley Schmidt (Analog)

Gordon Van Gelder (F&SF)

BEST PROFESSIONAL
ARTIST:

Jim Burns
Thomas Canty
David Cherry
Bob Eggleton
Don Maitz
Michael Whelan

(There are six items due to a tie for
fifth place)

BEST SEMIPROZINE:
Interzone,

edited by David Pringle
Locus,
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Membership Rates:
Weekend: $25.00 before September 15, 1998
by mail and $30.00 at the door. Daily rates
available at the door.Children 6 and under are
free, 7 %0 12, half price.

Con*cept

P.0. Bax 405, Station H’

Montrea, Qc, Canada H3G 2.1
To pre-register, simply fill out our advance reg-
istration form and mai it to the above men-
tioned address, along with a cheque or money
order in the comrect amount, made out to
Con*Cept. Or, in person at Nebula, 1832
St-Catherine West, Montreal.

Thank you for pre-registering earty.
Gonvention hotel:

This year we are retuming to the Days Inn
Downtown, 1005 Guy Street, metro Lucien-
L'Alier or metro Guy, one block south of
Ste.Catherine Street.

room rates are:

$85 for single and doubles

$95 for friples and quads

Mention Con*Cept when making your reser-
vations.

Tolt Free: 1-800-567-0880

In Montreal: (514) 938-4611

Programming Activities
Include:

Discussion Panels, Adists workshops,
Exhibits, Dealer's Room, Masquerade, Art
Show, Gaming, SF&F Model Making
Competition, Art, Book & Collectibles Auction,
Video Room, Dance and much much MORE!
info : http:/fafm.infinit.net/concept

Panels:

We will have four fracks of programming, with
topics ranging from the serious to the whimsi-
cd. Subjects will include a mix of Kerary,
media, art, science and humor panels. Boréal
will run the track of French programming
throughout the weekend. if you have a panel
you would fike to see and/or participate in,
please write to Con‘cept, ¢/o Programming
director, or jp.normand@sympatico.ca

Dance:
A Con"Cept tradition, our annual Dance will
take place right after the masquerade and will
last until the last dancer drops from exhaus-
tion or until the sun rises, whichever comes
first. info: reischi@cam.org

Art Show and Print Shop:
Our art show will once again allow artists o
display and sell their work. Panels and tables
cost $10.00 each. There is a maximum of 2
units per artist (2 panels, 2 tables or 1 panel
and 1 table) and a 10% commission will be
deducted from all sales. There will be no dis-
play fee for the print shop, but, again, a 10%
commission will be charged on al sales.
There will be no handling fee for mad-in art but
a $20.00 deposit is requested o cover retum
mailing costs. Space is allotied on a first come
first served basis and pre-registration is rec-
ommended. For more information and/or an
artist registration kit, please write o the
Con*Cept address c/o the Art Show Director
info : sytvst@total.net

Gaming:
Once again we will have a room were gamers
will be able to confront ulimate evil atrmed
only with puny pencils and dice! Infos :
aa_losie@alcor.concordia.ca

consuite:
Our consuite will once again aliow hungry,
thirsty and tired fans to go and fuel up and
take a breather, as well as socidizing with

other convention attendees.
convention schedule:
Programming will run all week end long and
:liﬂ bring you something different to do every Masuuepaue: Uldeo annﬂnﬂglnsl:mauun
ay. *Cept verade
Programming will run: mb smyzs,g“ m:“:g:nﬂﬁ Our Video and Animation Rooms will feature a
Friday. 6 pm to midnight attendees. The masquerade will take place  arge variety of film and animation dassics as
Saturday: 9 am to midnight Saturday night right before the dance.  Well s some great TV shows. Special pro-
Sunday. 9amto 5pm Masquerade registration will take place atthe ~ gramming from the Fant-Asia team as a
The Dedlers Room, the Display Area and Art Con*Cept table in the lobby area. Info : reis- bonus! A complete schedule wili be posted at
ghgwm be open: o chi@cam.org the convention.
riday: S5pmto9pm

guaturday. 1QOam o 74pm UﬂlumeeI‘SZ

nday. amip 4 pm . Volunteers will eamn our undying thanks, for
Registration will be open: Dealers’ Room: seven hours of work, a free t-shirt, for more
Friday: 4pmto 10 pm Tables cost $60.00 for the first table, and than 14 hours a free convention membership
Saturday: 9amto 8 pm $40.00 for additional tables, with a maximum for the 1999 convention. The greatest reward
Sunday. 9amto 3 pm of three. Space is imited, paid reservations is the chance to meet other fans and the
Some activilies, including the Video Room, the are accepted as received. infos : jp.nor- guests. Ask at the registration desk for all
Dance and the consuie, will run Laler, mand@sympatico.ca details. Contact. aim@videotron.net
r-——---—-————---————-—- - . . - -———-—_-—_-————_-1
i . |
i Name: :
: Badge name: i
l Address: !
|
: City: Prov./State: Postal code
| Telephone: Fax e-mail;
: | want o volunteer
|
i

Send fo : Con*cept, P.O. Bax 405, Station H, Montreal, Qc H3G 2.1 or Nebula, 1832 St-Catherine West, Montreal
Visit our web site for updates: http://afm.infinit. net/concept

L-————-————-——-—-————--————---——-—-—-———————————J
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Scale Model Contest

% Dorval 98

Holiday Inn Airport, 6500 Cbte de Liesse, Ville St-Laurent (Montreal) Qc

Cost :

Schedule :

Registrations - Adults : $ 6.00 + $ 1.00 / Mode!

Juniors (16 years of age and younger) $ 3.00 + $ 1.00 / Model
Showroom General Admission $§ 2.00 (from 10:00-13:00)

o0 630 a%0 o ol

07:30 - 08:30 Vendors set-up (closed to public)

08:30 ---eenooeeee—we-- Model registration opens, Vendors open,

10:00 Showroom opens to public

12:00 Model registrations close

15:00 - 156:30 Judging period (shoowroom closed)
15:30 Vendors close

15:31 - 16:30 Awards presentation

Gold, Silver and Bronze awards for Basic, intermediate and Advanced levels in 70+ categories.

Special Awards for the following themes:

(see back of page for category and award description)

Special theme Awards

AIRCRAFT: Best Superdetailed Aircraft ARMOR: Foreign Qrigin Armor

SHIPS: Modern Warships (1950 +)

SCI-Fi: Best Star Fury

Regutar Grand Awards: Best of show judges choice, Best of show people's choice, Best aircraft, Best Armor, Best ship, Best Diorama

Best Automotive, Best Science Fiction, Best Figurine and Best Junior.

Other Special Awards: Best axis aircraft, Best Canadian Aircraft, Best Canadian Armor.

Directions (or how to get there...)
Bus/Metro : Crémazie Metro, bus # 100 west or DuCollege Metro, bus #202 west

Autoroute 20 :

Autoroute 40 :

Dorval Airport / Cote de Liesse exit (# 56) follow indications
for autoroute 520 Cote de Liesse , take Hickmore exit (# 5)
and follow service road to hotel.

Cdte de Liesse exit (# 65), follow autoroute 520 Cbte de Liesse
indications until Hickmore exit (# 5),tum right for Hickmore road
then tum left to go under Cbte de Liesse, take first right after

underpass then turmn right again and follow service road to hotel.

For additionnal information, please contact.

Frangois (Frank) Huot (514) 364-4462

02 I1N0W0LW  WoPd
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See us on the internet: http:/pages.infinit.net/dragonsd
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For Hotel info call (514) 739-3391 or 1-800-HOLIDAY

FROM AuTOROUTE 40



Dorval 98 Scale Model Contest Categories

-BEST OF SHOW JUDGES CHOICE -BEST SPACE/SCIENCE FICTION -BEST FIGURINE -BEST SHIP -BEST JUNIOR

-BEST OF SHOW PEOPLES CHOICE -BEST AUTOMOTIVE -BESTAIRCRAFT  -BESTARMOR -BEST DIORAMA

-BEST WW2 AXIS AIRCRAFT -BEST CANADIAN AIRCRAFT -BEST MODERN SHIP

-BEST SUPERDETAILED AIRCRAFT -BEST CANADIAN ARMOR -BEST FOREIGN ORIGIN ARMOR
-BEST STAR FURY

A) AIRCRAFT

Al Biplanes and rigged types - 1/48 and smaller F) FIGURINES

A2 Single engine prop - 1/72 and smaller F1  Foot, 70 mm and smalier - all eras

A3 Multi engine prop - 1/72 and smaller F2 Foot, 71 mm and larger - ali eras

Ada Single engine prop AXIS - 1/48 F3  Mounted - all scales and eras

Adb Single engine prop ALLIED AND OTHERS - 1/48 F4  Vignettes - alt scales and eras (4 figs or less)

A5  Multi engine prop - 1/48 F5 Busts

AB  Jets - 1/72 and smalier F6  Fantasy - all scales(dragons,wizards,orcs...)

A7 Jets, Small - 1/48 (Length and/or span less than 557
AB Jets, Large - 1/48 (Length and/or span more than 55')
A9  Aircraft - 1/32 and bigger : all types

A10 Helicopters - all types and scales N) SHIPS
At1 Civil Aircraft, spont, airliners - alf types and scales N1 Powered Warships- all scales and eras
A12 Scratchbuilt / Major conversion / Vacuforms N2  Saifing - all scales and eras

N3  Submarines- alt scales and eras
B) ARMOR N4 Civil - all scales and eras (tugboats, liners)
Bta Tracked Vehicles,Closed Top, TURRETED up to 1945 - 1/35 N5  Scratchbuilt/Major conversion

Bib Tracked Vehicles,Closed Top, TURRETED 1946 to present - 1/35
B2 Tracked Vehicles Closed Top NON-TURRETED-1/35
B3 Ammored wheeled Vehicles, Closed Top - 1/35

B4  Softskins - 1/35 SF) SPACE/SCIENCE-FICTION
B85 Open Top and Artilery - 1/35 SF1 Air/Space vehicles, large (Starships)
B6 Tracked Vehicles - 1/72 SF2 Air/Space vehicles, smali{Fighters,Shuttles)
B7 Wheeled Vehicles - 1/72 SF3 Land vehicles - all scales and types
B8  Scratchbuit/Major conversion-all scales and types SF4 Sea vehicles - all scales and types
SF5 Figuresirobots - all scales
C) AUTOMOTIVE SF6 Meccha/Transformable vehicles - all scales
C1  Cars - all scales and eras SF7 Hypothetical - all types,scales and eras

C2 Racing Cars - ali types, scales and eras
C3  Custom! muscle cars - all scales and eras
C4  Motorcycies - all types, scales and eras

C5 Trucks (over 10000 Ibs) - alf scales and eras J) JUNIORS (16 Years of age and younger)
C6  Vans/Pick-ups - all scales and eras J1  Aircraft - all types and scales
J2  Armor - all types and scales
D) DIORAMAS J3  Ships - all types and scales
D1 Aircraft J4  Automotive - ali types and scales
D2 Ammor J5 Space and Science Fiction -all scales and types
D3  Ships J6  Figurines - all types and scales
D4 Automotive J7  DIORAMAS - all types and scales

D5  Space/Science-Fiction
D6 Figurines (5 and/or more figs)
D7  Collections(5 or more subjects,by theme or type)

Skill Levels

-Basic: Modelers new to the hobby or of basic skill level; models built ususily out of the box or with minor tweaks.

-intermediste. Models built by the majonty of medelers; Some modificatons, corrections, resin and/or photoetch details.

-Advanced: Models by very skilled modellers, heavily reworked, accunzed and display non commercial (SCRATCHBUIL T)parts and/or modifications
-Masters: Modelars who have won best of shows or have won consistent golds in advanced level and can be by acclamation of the head judges

(Advanced modelers haveto score goid 3 oonsecutlve shows to be upgraded to the masters level)
—Only intermediate, advanced and master entries are eligible for "Best of” and special awards—

Model judging/evaluation
Each entry will be scored on a 30 point system, a score of 21+ will get bronze, 24+ silver and 27+ gold

Award (imitations

Each entrant is eligible for a maximum of one award per category entered. If there are multiple entries in a category
by the same individual, the entry with the best results will get an award.

Specie! Awards Definitions

Best Superdetailed Aircraft : Any aircraft that has extra SCRATCHBUILT detail added. Photoetch and Resin (i.e. buckles/wheels) details can be present
but may not be considered. Resin inserts (i.e. Cockpit,engines) will NOT be considered. A MAJOR EFFORT MUST BE DISPLAYED !

Best Foreign Origin Armor : Any vehicie used by any other country than the country of origin. i.e. Canadian Leopard, USMC LAV, Captured Vehicles...

% LASP



QUEST FOR CAMELOT

reviewed by Josée Bellemare

An amusing film with an all star
voice cast including Eric Idle and
Don Rickles as the two-headed
dragon Devon and Cornwall, Gary
Oldman as the villain of the story,
Sir Ruber, Jane Seymour as the Lady
Juliana, and Pierce Brosnan as King
Arthur.

The latest in a string of movies
based on the Camelot legend, this
story focusses on one of the lesser
known characters. Based on the
novel The King’s Damosel by Vera
Chapman, the movie has taken a few
liberties, including the young
heroine’s name, but is close enough
to the story to be recognized as such.

The two-headed dragon is the
comic relief of this story and anyone
who has ever seen a Road Runner
cartoon should be able to spot some
of the tell-tale signs that the Warner
Brothers studio is behind both.

The songs in this movie are quite
entertaining but it seems you can’t
go anywhere these days without
running into Céline Dion, in this case
the singing voice of Lady Juliana.

On the whole, an entertaining
film for the whole family.

LOST IN SPACE

reviewed by Keitl raithwaite

Excrement!  Totally and
unequivocally. And Penny’s voice
really grates. Don’t bother to see it
unless it’s featured on MST3K.

LOSTIN SPACE
reviewed by Lynda Pelley

Like so many of the SF films that
I've seen in the last while, Lost In
Space began well and unravelled as it
went along.

The premise of the Earth being
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saturated by pollution and the
necessity of an advance group of
colonists to explore a new planet and
set up a hyperspace jump gate for
the rest to follow was interesting.
The introduction of the various
characters worked well. As expected,
the women'’s roles were updated to
today’s standards. There were even
cameo appearances by three
members of the original TV cast.

The opening sequence which
establishes the fighter pilot persona
of Major West was especially good
because of its originality . When I
heard that Matt LeBlanc, well known
for the role of Joey on the TV series
Friends, would play Major West, 1
had some doubts. I was pleasantly
surprised—his performance was the
one that I liked the best in this film.

On the other hand, I would have
gladly seen Penny thrown out the
nearest airlock early in the film, if
only to silence her terribly irritating
voice! I have never appreciated
overly cutesy kids or robots, but
fortunately Will and his robot were
not overdone. That creature they find
on the derelict space ship, however,
was! It was sickenly sweet, and had
no bearing on the plot whatsoever!

It's at this point that the film
takes a turn for the worse. Upon
discovery of the derelict ship, I began
to feel like I was watching part of
Event Horizon and then Aliens. Next,
down on that planet with the time-
quakes, it was like The Search For
Spock mixed with some other bad
Star Trek time-travel episode at its
worst, complete with reset button.
Finally, was that the Jupiter 2 flying
through those chunks of the planet
breaking up, or was it the
Millennium Falcon!?

The effects work in Lost In Space
featured an excellent space battle at
the beginning and the spectacular
launch sequence of the Jupiter 2. It
was very interesting how the original
form of the spacecraft from the TV
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series was worked into the first stage
of the launch. Of course, like the
script, the effects seem to deteriorate
into mediocrity as the film continues.
The CGI spiders didn’t impress me,
and at the end I seemed to be
watching a less-than-exciting re-hash
of the Empire Strikes Back asteroid
chase.

The film finishes, as expected,
with the Jupiter 2 lost in space, and
ready-made for a sequel. Lost In
Space began with such promise, and
delivered some good sequences in
the first half. If only the last reel
could have been lost!

I liked Lost In Space just enough
to buy the model kit of the Jupiter 2.
I will only watch this film again for
reference purposes.

DEEP IMPACT
reviewed by Lynda Pelley

It's been a couple of years since
the Shoemaker-Levy-9 comets hit
Jupiter and their impact on
Hollywood is just starting to show
on the big screen. After all, it takes a
couple of years to put together those
big-budget action-adventure disaster
films. At least, that’s what Deep
Impact is billed as in its ad vertising.

Actually, Deep Impact is much
closer to being a drama than action-
adventure. One of the film’s
strengths is its characters. Deep
Impact begins at a slow pace,
introducing and developing its
numerous characters and their
situations. The film even establishes
reasonably plausible science.

Although Deep Impact takes its
time building to a climax, it
maintains the viewers’ interest
through the characters as they
prepare for the possibility of a comet
hitting the Earth.

Eventually, Deep Impact delivers
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artifact continues, people throughout
Babylon 5, including Dr. Trent, have
frightening dreams of surreal
towering structures and massive
ships. The dreams intensify and
soon become a kind of mental
compulsion. Dr. Trent suddenly
becomes intensely determined to
make the artifact work.

Violent out-breaks begin to occur
on the station as humans and aliens
continue to have disturbing dreams.
Lyta (Patricia T man) begins to
suspect a telepathic component
within the artifact, a signal that is
drawing people toward it and
forcing them to repair it.

Delenn (Mira Furlan), tries to
retrace the artifact’s origin. Finally,
it’s discovered that the device is a
gateway to another kind of space, a
thirdspace. Residing in this
dimension are ancient living things
looking to occupy other places.
Delenn learns the device was built by
a race that probed too far into the
mysteries of the universe. This race
was virtually wiped out before they
managed to disable the device, just
as it was pulled into hyperspace.

Under its powerful telepathic
control, Dr. Trent activates the
artifact, which begins to launch alien
ships that attack Babylon 5. But the
invasion has only started: a massive,
ten mile-long alien ship is about to
come through the artifact’s gateway.

Faced with devastation, Sheridan
must figure out how to destroy the
implacable device before it’s too late.

INVASION AMERICA NEWS

Steven Spielberg is serving as
executive producer of Invasion
America, which launches this summer
as the WB network’s first primetime
animated drama. |

Invasion America tells the story of
a 17-year-old boy, half human, half
alien, who leads Earth’s defense in
an interplanetary war.

The voice cast includes Leonard
Nimoy, Edward Albert, Nora Dunn,
Mikey Kelley, Lorenzo Lamas, Kristy
McNichol, James B. Sikking, Rider
Strong and Robert Urich.

3RD ROCK FINALE TO BE
REVISED

The season finale of NBC’s
sitcom 3rd Rock from the Sun is being
reshot to replace the character played
by Phil Hartman, the actor who was
allegedly killed by his wife on May
28 in what police suspect was a
murder suicide. Hartman portrayed
a comic villain in the finale, which
was the first of a two-part storyline
that will be continued in the lead
episode of the upcoming season.

Although the finale ran on NBC
last month, the network decided to
reshoot the episode rather than try to
work around the loss of Hartman.
The story of the two-part cliffhanger
will reportedly remain the same, but
NBC plans to replace Hartman with
another actor playing a new
character. The revised episode will
run sometime this summer.

PROTEUS TAKES SHAPE

Miramax’s Dimension Films
banner has signed newcomer Darren
Aronofsky to direct the World War II
sci-fi thriller Proteus.

Proteus is described as a
historical sci-fi thriller that takes
place on an American submarine
during World War II. Allies fleeing
German U-boats find themselves
dodging Nazi depth-charges
dropped from above while an alien
monster is attacking them from
below.

ANIMATED DRACULA
AND OTHER VAMPIRE-
RELATED NEWS

An animated musical feature
film based on the legend of Dracula is
in development at Fox. Dracula is
intended as the third major theatrical
release of the fledgling Fox
Animation Studios wing—following
Anastasia and Planet Ice, which is
currently shooting.

Fox is working on the project
with writer-producer Joss Whedon,
who is best known for another
vampire franchise, Buffy the Vampire
Slayer.

39

Whedon is also developing a
Buffy feature, based on the WB
network’s TV series, which itself was
adapted from the 1992 Whedon-
written feature film of the same
name.

Whedon and his team are also
preparing a mid-season replacement
TV pilot for Fox Broadcasting Co.
called Cheap Shots. It’s an ensem| :
sitcom, co-written by Buffy writer Ty
King, about people making low-
budget horror films at a B-movie
company.

X-FILES MOVIE SECRL. S5
REVEALED

It appears that X-Files actor
David Duchovny slipped up on his
confidentiality agreement.

“There seems to be some sort of
colonization plan by an alien force.
Certain shadow members of
governments across the world have
been in cahoots with the
otherworldly visitors,” the actor
revealed in an interview with Vanity
Fair magazine.

“The government conspirators
have been promised that they will be
in charge of their fellow humans
under the alien world regime, but
things don’t quite work out that
way.” Duchovny says some friendly
aliens “come to Earth to warn certain
people that the aliens aren’t actually
going to hold their bargain...they're
going to exterminate or enslave
everybody.”

The X-Files movie is set to be
released June 19.

STAR WARS PREQUEL
TRAILER TO BE RELEASED

It has been rumoured that the
first “coming attractions” trailer for
the upcoming Star Wars prequel will
be attached to the head of the X-Files
movie. 20th Century Fox is the
distributor for both the X-Files film
and Star Wars: Episode 1.

No official title has been
announced yet for the new Star Wars
film. It is believed that creator
George Lucas is still trying to decide
on what the title will be.
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