1702

» @ s

SCIENCE-Fiction Fanzine Vol. XXXV, No. 04; April 2023

The Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy 2023 7"19X— nTIaXn NIYTN

,'UmnN DI DUPN! [ITYINN .02 11900 NXN "T7ZIY 7¥ 27 Dy nizaT" 1902 ploy! ARMEA |ITYIN 2N N
.120"'92 YIN'RN 9 T2 .WA'Z MI9T 7¥ 7'Ma nwaa? ' ,Dimn n'7ap .X"ma ar1a 19:30 nywa 27.4.23

(727 2OWADR ,NINITO ,NINTTT ,AVIMIVR DOPIVR YEW) DIPIVNT MV 2OPIDM TTRRT DR 2WIPNRT 9D
.2120%53 FTIANT 172 IN 72IDNT DRI IWTY TN PART A2 AR PTYIR WADR hY 205w 20157y nhaph
Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il

This month’s roundup:

e  More Yiddish-related SF material dedicated to my dear departed father, David Botwinik (0”h —7"'v):

o Final chapters of the Yiddish SF short story “Kamf-Nign” by Leybl Botwinik (with English translation)
e  Star Trek vs. Star Trek vs. Star Trek — Next time (sorry ...)
e  Book review: “More Zion’s Fiction” — Story #17: “Latte to Go” — by Rotem Baruchin

Our usual tidbits from the Web.

- Your editor, Leybl Botwinik

TV REVIEW: Star Trek vs. Star Trek vs. Star Trek — Next time

o V=51 MORE ZION’s FICTION — Review #14
) F Latte to Go — By Rotem Baruchin
ZIQN s CT|°N (Translation — Rehavia Berman)

(e-Book: p308-377)

Wondrous Taler

et iy = This is the longest of the short stories and in my opinion the best. It is
also the last story in this collection. The story premise — a fantasy, as
opposed to Sci-Fi (though, in a way it parallels my story, if you’ve
been reading it) — is that each habitation in Israel (from large city to
small settlement) has a human-like spirit that dwells there — a ‘Place
Spirit’. The larger cities have more powerful ones, and the older ones
have been around since ancient times. Each has its verisimilitudes,
related to the type of city content. For example, the Jerusalem one is a
) . . g female, dressed as follows: «...layers of clothes, her ancient

httD /[zionfiction.com/ crumbling skirts piled one on top of the other, a scarf that looks

like cobwebs draped over her shoulders, a touristy T-shirt with “Welcome to Israel” emblazoned on
it peeking from underneath. Hamsa pendants and leather necklaces from the Old City market hang
around her neck, and her sneakers are fit for climbing.”

The narrator of the story, a “City Guardian” is chasing down a spirit that has absconded from its habitat,
hiding out somewhere else. A spirit may leave its home ground for a short period but must then return.
This one has disappeared for too long, unbalancing things. After solving this issue, he gets called in to
solve a real serious emergency, where the Tel Aviv city spirit has gone bonkers, causing all sorts of crazy
things to take place in its municipality, but also affecting the surrounding towns and cities.

What is particularly interesting in the entire story, is how Baruchin so picturesquely — and in many ways,
accurately — portrays the various Israeli habitats: their ‘spirit’, anomalies, idiosyncrasies, and character. It
is an interesting analysis and ‘roadmap’ of both the Israeli geographic and demographic landscapes. It’s
really worth the reader’s time to read this — like a guide for tourists or those considering immigrating.

e e e e e e e e e e S S N S S S

Look forward to a wrap-up review of “More Zion’s Fiction” in an upcoming issue
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Yiddish-related SF material
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“Inn-anxp”’ [KAMF-NIGN=Battle Melody/Tune] CONCLUSION - by Leybl Botwinik

Inxan b [Hot hanoe = Enjoy]!

THE STORY SO FAR:

The planet Kark-Ill is slowly defeating the planet Kviko. To save themselves, the Kvikovians have sent out a battle-and-
research starship to seek out a weapon powerful enough to destroy the Karkians. The giant (in Human-terms) lizard-
like Kvikovians discovered several devastated planets, indicating a vast energy source that might turn the tide of war.

They have reached planet Earth and identified nuclear weapon technology that they plan to steal. However, a parallel
plan is to unlock the secret of a planetary spirit-force that is unique to certain humans. A remote-controlled android
female has been sent to the planet surface to entice a human male to reveal the secret of that force ....

Read on...

Chapter H

At eight twenty-five in the evening, he arrived to drive
the car he borrowed from his father. The android was
already waiting for him, wearing a different dress.

"Have you ever been up on Mont-Royal in the
evening? No? It is a magnificent park. During the
summer, even Israeli folk dances are danced
there. People come from far and wide to dance,
or just to look and hear the beautiful music. Do
you dance well?"

"Should I?" Mananda-Tshur answered via the
android girl, using her newly acquired knowledge
of using the Jewish answering method:

'a question for a question'.

In the meantime, they arrived, and got out of the car
to go for a stroll near the park’s small lake. They sat
down on a bench and looked out at the water.

— "l like it here. It's quiet and peaceful. You can see
the stars."

She looked up and seemed lost in the heavenly
spheres, until he took her by the sleeve and 'brought
her back down to Earth'.

"You look up with a kind of longing. | have just the
right song for this. Do you know Kulbak's 'Shternd|
[Little Star]’? | met a very jolly and dear Jew in
Belgium, Azaria Dobruszkes (O”H) who was
Kulbak's student in Vilna. He was a devoted
follower of his (albeit a Litvak) and told me a lot
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about him and also recited many of Kulbak's
works and... Oh, I've gone on and on, haven't I...
You need to cut me off right away, because | can
talk all night. But | see that you don't
understand... so listen rather to the song," and he
sang it to her.

In his hand he held the songbook 'Mir Trogn A Gezang
[We Carry a Song]' and sang her many of the popular
songs, such as Moshe Leib Halperin's 'Di Zun Vet
Aruntergeyn [The Sun Will Set]', songs by Gebirtig,
Manger, and others. The evening was lovely, and they
were in a good mood.

Mananda-Tshur and her crew enjoyed the singing until
now — tones and melodies that were completely
foreign to them, but which they found to be pleasing.
However, it was necessary for them to come to the
main point. To the song of the 'battle tune'. The young
lady flipped through the book until she came to the
song she was looking for.

"And do you know this song? It was one of my
friend's favorite songs. Please explain to me what
it means, and | don't mean just the words. Explain
to me what lies behind the song. What can we
learn from this today? Why do you think it is
important that this specific song should be passed
on to future generations?"

"Do | know this song? Who doesn't? You want me
to sing it for you?"

Mananda-Tshur did not know what to say —three
guestions as a response to one question? She was
afraid to say anything, so she only remotely ordered
her android girl to shake her head 'yes', hoping that
this would bring her the right results.

The young man first sang the song, and then, line by
line, translated the content into a lighter Yiddish, and
gave examples. He told her, as well as he could, what
the Jews of the Ashkenazic community had been
through for generations, and how they lived in Eastern
Europe, before the Second World War.

— "You must understand that an entire lifestyle is
reflected here. This song is just one link of
hundreds of such links of songs, stories, folks-
idioms, jokes, folks-wisdom, and other cultural
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treasures, which together make up the golden
chain of the Ashkenazic Jewish history.

I’m sure that the Middle Eastern Jews also have
such golden chains. We are, after all, one nation,
with one all-encompassing history, and with one
goal towards the ‘end-of-days’: Shivas-Tsiyoyn
[Return to Zion]. But on the journey back to the
Jewish land, and back to the true roots and
lifestyle, we’ve gone through a lot, and are still
going through a lot. And we’ll, unfortunately,
need to go through a lot more. The road is still a
lengthy one."

Listen. Other peoples, the Armenians, for
example, or various races, like the Negroes in
America, have also suffered a lot. We live in a
world full of pain and suffering. But for the almost
two thousand years in exile, our nation had to
endure the worst persecutions and hells that no
other nation had ever had to endure. And the
days of the Messiah are still far away...

The song can be interpreted in many ways. But on
one thing, everyone will agree. This teaches us
that no matter how difficult life may be, we need
to believe that it will get better. The song itself
gives us the means with which to counter all
malicious, negative, spirits. And as you heard it
yourself, the song is very heartfelt, and flows right
into your soul...

— "I think I'm beginning to understand a little
better," said the young lady. "l want to thank you
very much for this wonderful evening. You have
no idea how important our meeting was. But it is
late, and | have to go."

She suddenly got up and started to leave. The young
man was momentarily completely stunned. Both from
the way the goodbye was expressed so sharply and
coldly, and from her abrupt up-and-leaving. He
immediately stood up and chased after her.

— "Hold up! Wait! Where are you running off to?
That's not how people behave. And besides, there
could be robbers here, or who knows what kind
of... After all, | brought you here in my father's
car. It's quite late now and | don't know if you'll
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find a bus at this hour. So, let me at least
accompany you home."

— "I'm not afraid. I'm an officer", and she

immediately caught herself, and added, "... in the

Israeli army." But thank you. What | needed to
know, | now know. | have to go now. It is not

necessary that you should accompany me." And
she wanted to go on, but he stood blocking her

path.
— "But when will | see you again? | like you."
— "That's impossible. | can't see you anymore — |

have to fly home — but you will remain in my
thoughts for a long time. Now let me by."

— “l can't let you go until you clear up this mystery

for me. | thought you enjoyed being with me.

What's the story? Is there someone else waiting

for you?"

Mananda-Tshur was in a dilemma. On Kviko, when a
girl or a boy says 'Goodbye, | can't see you anymore',

it’s clear to both parties. She now understood that
here, on this planet, the inhabitants were more
sensitive. She was afraid of hurting the young man.

She immediately stopped the android, and turned its
head so that it would look the young man straight in

the eye. Thus, it stood for an entire minute.

Meanwhile, she consulted with the members of the
crew on the starship.

— "What should we do? Here they understand

parting of ways differently. | don't want to hurt

him. Maybe tell him the truth? Tell him
everything? What do you think?"

They all looked at each other. There wasn’t much time

to think.
— "Will he believe you?"
— "And if he should go and tell someone?"

— "Then who will believe him? Does he have any
proof?"

— "I'm telling!" Mananda-Tshur decided, "l owe
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him.

She turned the android around and took the young
man by the hand and walked with him to a nearby
bench.

— "Come. | will tell you everything." She turned to
him and looked deep into his eyes. "Look at me.
Look me in the eyes. | want to reveal something
to you. Something secret. I'm not from here."

— "Well, | know that already. You’re Israeli."

— "No, I'm not from Israel. Look up. Over there. |
know that you took a course in astronomy. I'm
from there," and she pointed with her finger to
an empty place in the sky from where a light
barely flickered.

— "You silly girl. First of all, how did you know that |
once studied astronomy, | didn't tell you. And
since you already mentioned it, don't you know
that there, where you are pointing, there are no
stars at all, but a completely separate and far
away galaxy? | don't know many Israeli girls, but
are you all, at once, both so beautiful and so
crazy?"

— "I know about that galaxy. And you can stop
calling me a girl because I'm not. | just look like a
girl. Actually, I'm an android."

— "Oh, my! Who did | fall in here with? Are you just
telling me stupid stories to get away from me?
I've read better. You watch too many fantasy
movies. How about you start telling me the truth
for a change?"

— "Look deep, deep into my eyes... What do you
see?"

And when the young man approached and took a good
look, Mananda-Tshur pushed a few buttons on the
helmet of the costume, and a green light began to
radiate from the android's eyes. The boy was amazed
and began to be scared, got up to get away from her —
perhaps to escape, but with extraordinary speed she
grabbed him and with an unexpected force pulled him
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back, so that he stood up against the bench. The girl
continued talking.

— "Don't be afraid. | won't harm you. Look."

She let go of him and suddenly jumped about twenty
meters straight back, and then lifted the heavy bench
— with one hand.

— "Now you have to believe that I'm not from here,
that I'm an android. Now sit and shut up, and I'll
tell you everything. From the beginning."

The boy no longer had the strength to stand. He
almost fell off his feet, bewildered. And Mananda-
Tshur told him everything and also projected small
holographic images for him with a device she had in
her purse. After a while, he began to return to himself,
and started to ask questions, and to make
comparisons between humans and Kvikovians.
Meanwhile, a battleship came flying in and landed at
one side of the park, and they approached it.

"It's hard for me to believe that it's not you," he
said, "that you're four and a half meters tall. That
is, you: Captain Mananda-Tshur, an officer of the
Kvikovian Star-Fleet... and I'm talking to an
android, --- should | maybe call you androidene
(android-yidene = female Jewish android). Did
you get that? You understand jokes on Kviko,
don’t you? ... | think I'm going crazy...”

Well, anyways. | accept it for good. | am glad that
| could help you. | hope that with God's help you
will win your longed-for peace. — If only it were so
in our world. Goodbye. May you all be healthy
and strong and successful. And if you are ever in
this part of the universe, drop in once in a while.
Just bring your own chairs. Shalom [peace be with
youl."

O T~

A few weeks later, a mail parcel arrived for a Jew in
Moscow. Inside was a sheet of music, papers, and a
letter. The song was a Yiddish text with a Russian
translation. With the letter were ready-made
passports for him and his entire family with plane
tickets to leave the country and immigrate to Israel.
With this — in order for him to actually come, there
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were letters for him and his wife, accepting them for
employment — for similar (and even better) positions,
according to their professions, with a promised good
salary, and so on. The computer that made all the
arrangements for the flight, and for the transport of
their luggage, didn't even add any fee for the
transactions.

In Israel, near a kibbutz in the Galilee, at the local
cemetery, a young woman stood and mourned over
her friend's grave. From a distance, she thought that
she heard the whistling of a familiar song. Little by
little, it got closer, and she noticed a young man who
arrived there with three roses in his hand. He began to
quietly sing the words of the well-known song and
bent down to place one of the roses at the gravesite.

He soon finished, and turned to her, and looked into
her eyes.

— "Hm, much more beautiful. | think your eyes are
much more beautiful. Come. We have something
to talk about."

Not knowing why, she felt a sense of trust towards the
young man and went with him. On leaving the
cemetery, he placed another rose, this time next to an
old, worn-out tombstone.

— "For here, and for there. For this world and for
Kviko." He said quietly. And the third rose, he
kept for the girl —for later.

Chapter |

As soon as the battleship flew back to the mothership,
the huge starship turned about, and headed off in the
direction of Kviko. It had been decided that they would
not take the destructive nuclear weapons with them.

"We learned a great thing here," the commander,
Balaka-Tshur, said during a meeting of the
officers. "A very great thing. | just wish that the
creatures of the weeping world could learn
something from their own soulful songs and
melodies. | just hope, that it will help us..."
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When the large ship finally approached the Kviko star
system, Balaka-Tshur immediately contacted the
governing authorities and warfare specialists. After
giving them a full report with examples of the song,
they all agreed to try to make peace with their
enemies on Kark-11l.

A communique was immediately sent out to the
leaders of the planet Kark-1ll. However, because of the
state of war, all communications were electronically
distorted, or completely ignored. A special effort was
made by the Kvikovian scientists to break the silence,
until the leader of the Karkians finally responded to
the communique that reached him.

"I don't want to hear your lies", he shouted at
them. "You know what we want. Capitulate
immediately. Without any preconditions.
Surrender — and immediately — and there will be
peace..."

"But listen to us. We had sent out a special
starship, which was to find a powerful weapon
that would destroy you and your entire planet.
And instead, we bring you a gift. A gift from a
weeping world, which will help us to attain
peace."

"Speak plainly. Why are you pestering me with
'sad planets' and..."

“Just listen to us. We found two opposing forces
there. One was destructive and the other
reflected all the good and hearty tendencies. This
specific power repelled all evil and terrible
influences, and nourished and morally uplifted
the downtrodden who had suffered from plagues,
persecutions, and wars.

And here you have it, the song that reflects the
world's soul-power that keeps that world (which
suffers so much from great pain) from going
under..."

The song with the words was immediately played over
the communication channel before the technicians on
Kark-Ill could succeed in halting the transmission.
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— "What is this? Some kind of magic. | feel

something inside me that | have never felt before.
Clarify it for me! Immediately", the leader of Kark-

Il demanded, but with awe.

— "This song, we call 'battle tune'. We need to

enlighten you as to the words of the song and tell
you about the exceptional nation that created it.

Are you ready to sit down with us and talk?"

— "Yes... if you bring such a dear and powerful

treasure, how can we refuse? We are ready. But
tell me: Why do you call it 'battle tune' and not

'peace tune'?"

— “This is because the nation that created the song,

in its unique way, always fought to exist and

faced the most terrible sufferings, persecutions,

oppressions, false accusations, inquisitions,
pogroms, terror, and holocausts. This song

describes a life struggle for peace, and a powerful

belief in a God, and in a better tomorrow. The

readiness to fight with self-sacrifice for the hoped

for peace."

— "Can you play it again? | want to hear it one more
time. | don't know what tears are. You probably

know better, with your six eyes. We Karkians,

have no eyes. You don't need eyes to see. But |
know that my family and |, and everyone on the

planet have mourned enough for the innocent

fallen. Yes. Let's hear the words once again with

mrm

the heartfelt melody of the ‘battle tune'.

Oyfn Pripetshik [At the Fireplace]

"... When you, children, will grow older,
You yourselves will understand,

How many tears lie in the letters,

And how much weeping..."

"When you, children, will drag the Exile about,
Be totally worn out,

Then, you should draw strength from the letters,
Look into them!"

"At the Pripetshik, a fire burns,

And it's hot in the house,

And the rabbi teaches little children
The alef-beys [Hebrew alphabet]."

[A fragment of the popular song, also known as
"Der Alef-Beys [The Hebrew Alphabet]”.
Words and music by M.M. Warshavski]
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James Webb Space Telescope spots huge star about to go supernova (video, photos)
https://www.space.com/james-webb-space-telescope-star-soon-go-supernova-photos

Potatoes are better than human blood for making space concrete bricks, scientists say
https://www.space.com/space-bricks-potato-starch-mars-moon-dirt

What equipment do you need to see and photograph the planets
https://www.space.com/what-equipment-do-you-need-to-see-and-photograph-the-planets

Artificial intelligence could help hunt for life on Mars and other alien worlds
https://www.space.com/artificial-intelligence-alien-life-hunt-mars

Saturn moon Titan could hold the clues to life's origin. NASA drone could find them
https://www.space.com/nasa-drone-saturn-moon-titan-search-for-life

MOVIES / TV

Futurama reboot on Hulu: Release window, cast, where to watch, & more
https://www.space.com/futurama-reboot-on-hulu-everything-we-know

'Star Trek: Picard' season 3 episode 5 features the brief return of another 'TNG' favorite
https://www.space.com/star-trek-picard-season-3-episode-5-review

Star Wars: The High Republic Reveals the Beginning of the End
https://gizmodo.com/star-wars-high-republic-phase-3-details-release-date-1850315407

'Ant-Man' star Paul Rudd quizzes NASA expert on quantum science
https://www.space.com/ant-man-paul-rudd-nasa-quantum-science
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