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Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il

| Wishing Everyone Happy Holidays |
e — Keep Warm and Be Well !! e

This month’s roundup:
e  Book review: “More Zion’s Fiction”
o Story #14: “Composting” — by Galit Dahan Carlibach
e  TVreview: “Star Trek vs. Star Trek vs. Star Trek — Part I”
e  More Yiddish-related SF material dedicated to my dear departed father, David Botwinik (0o”h — n"v):

o Chapter E of “Kamf-Nign” Yiddish SF short story by Leybl Botwinik (with English translation)
Our usual tidbits from the Web — at the end of this issue.

. = Your editor, Leybl Botwinik 7. %ﬁ; % %
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TV REVIEW: Star Trek vs. Star Trek vs. Star Trek — Part |

- Reviewed by: Leybl Botwinik

Next Generation

Original Series

Strange New Worlds

Introduction

The Star Trek franchise has been very busy in recent years with keeping the flame burning. When the original series
began in 1966 (running for 3 seasons), created by the legendary Gene Roddenberry (1921-1991), who would have
thought, that the impact on science fiction would be so long-lasting? Other SF TV series have long been forgotten.
Who remembers “Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea” (1964 for 4 seasons of 110 episodes), or “Time Tunnel” (1966 for 1
season of 30 episodes), or “Land of the Giants” (1968 for 2 seasons with 51 episodes). Even attempts at reviving
“Battlestar Galactica” (1978-79) has had its ups-and-downs — and though the latest permutation (2004-2009) was both
excellent and successful (though no continuation yet: https://screenrant.com/battlestar-galactica-reboot-trouble-metropolis-esmail-
problem/), just like “Lost in Space” (1965 for 3 seasons of 83 episodes) then 2018-2021 (3 seasons of 28 episodes) —
both these series needed to be revamped and storylines significantly changed in order to reach new audiences.

(NOTE: All 4 of the above-mentioned ‘forgotten’ 1960s TV shows were popular in their time, including receiving
awards. They were all created and produced by Irwin Allen — see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irwin_Allen#Television_series).

Star Trek has kept a relatively ‘clean’ timeline 3. The Next Generation (1987-1994) -
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of Star Trek and also: 7 seasons, 178 episodes
https://www.toynk.com/blogs/news/how-to-watch-star-trek-in-order https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star Trek: The Next Generatio
and this one too: https://www.gamesradar.com/star-trek- n

timeline/) notwithstanding the ‘multiverse’ aspect of the 4. Deep Space Nine (1993-1999) - 7 seasons, 176
various TV shows and the recent movies (read more here: episodes
https://screenrant.com/star-trek-multiverse-mirror-universe- 5. Voyager (1995-2001) — 7 seasons, 172 episodes
discovery-kelvin/). In addition to the expected merchandise, 6. Enterprise (2001-2005) — 4 seasons, 98 episodes
comics, games, books, etc. and of course the 11 feature https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Trek: Enterprise

length Star trek movies (6 with cast from the original 7. Discovery (2017—present) — 4 seasons, 55 episodes;
series) (see: season 5 just finished filming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of Star_Trek films#Future) —a 8. Short Treks (2018-2020)

slew of spin-off TV series have evolved, based on both 9. Picard (2020—present) — 2 seasons, 20 episodes;
the original series and spinoffs of spinoffs. season 3 (final) finished filming

10. Lower Decks (2020—present) — Animated
11. Prodigy (2021—present) — Animated
12. Strange New Worlds (2022—present) — 1 season, 10

Here is the current TV list:

1. The Original Series (1966-1969) — 3 seasons, 79

; episodes
episodes https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Trek: Strange New_Worlds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Trek: The_ Original_Series 13. <In development N

2. The Animated Series (1973-1974)

In our next installments, | plan to compare the original series with its next-up version “The Next Generation” that
appeared 8 years after the original series was cancelled, and also with “Strange New Worlds” that has recently
broadcast (but whose timeline within the franchise’s ‘universe’ immediately precedes the original series —and is a
spinoff of the Discovery series).

Until then, Live Long and Prosper !
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MORE ZION’s FICTION — Review #11

By Galit Dahan Carlibach (Translated by Ronnie Hope)
(e-Book: p260-268)

The 14%™ story in the collection is actually quite intriguing. It’s about
a woman who has passed away and is reminiscing about all her
colleagues and friends and husband. Her remarks are partly about
memories of people and events, and partly a real-time account of
her funeral and of her body decomposing 6 feet under (i.e., in her
grave in the ground) — worms and all.

The story takes place in Israel, so according to Jewish burial rites,
she is wrapped in a shroud and placed right into the ground, and
not in a coffin first. But don’t worry, it’s not all that grave (pun

intended) and her account has some tongue-in-cheek moments, as
she criticizes her husband and others she knows. It’s well written

and interesting.

B N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N S N N N N N N N N N N N N N N S N N S S N S Y

N R R N R R N R R N R R N R R N R R N R R N R R N R R N R R N N N
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Look forward to more short reviews of “More Zion’s Fiction” in our upcoming issues

“1n1-9nXp” [KAMF-NIGN=Battle Tune] Chapter E - by Leybl Botwinik

InNan v [Hot hanoe = Enjoy]!

THE STORY SO FAR:

The planet Kark-IIl is slowly defeating the planet Kviko. To save themselves, the Kvikovians have sent out a
military/science spaceship to seek out a weapon powerful enough to destroy the Karkians. So far, the lizard-like
Kvikovians have visited several devastated planets indicating a vast energy source that might turn the tide of war.

The Kvikovian scientists have extrapolated a route based on the devastated planet locations, that would take them to
the inhabited 3 planet of a distant star that might have a viable source for the weapon that destroyed those worlds.

Read on...

Chapter E

Suddenly — alarms! The lights began to flash up and
down the corridors, and noise and commotion rang
throughout the ship. The sailor-scientists ran to
their posts to carry out their assigned functions.

There was also action in the command center.
Conflicting reports began to be received. For
example, that in certain parts of the ship all the
instruments worked correctly, but in the command
room, the alarm panel showed that nothing was
working anymore; In one part of the ship, alarms
went off, and in other parts, the crew was oblivious
to the events happening.

Instruments and cameras started turning on and
off. Components heated up from too much current
and burned out. Here and there in the command
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center smoke began to waft from certain devices.
The external sensory devices began to receive an
overflow of information and turned themselves off.
Everything was chaotic, as if a evil spirit had crept
into the ship's central control. This had never
happened before.

For no apparent reason, everything suddenly
stopped. The alarms and flashing lights turned off,
and the officers all started trying out their
instruments to figure out where the problem
originated. However, before anything could be
done, a scream of agony and pain was heard from
the deputy-commander Tatshkata-Tshur, who was
sitting isolated in the command chair.

Everyone turned to him. He trembled violently, and
suddenly, he stopped as if from a great shock, and
cried out: "NO, NO, NO..." and at the same time
tore off the helmet with the wires, which was on
his head. His broad bright green tail immediately
began to wrap around his large body (and in the
process knocked off additional wires, hoses, and
tubes that were attached to him) and instinctively
the defense horns on both sides of his head also
automatically tried to cover his six eyes and the
upper part of his muzzle — but they were
unsuccessful.

The officers and sailors who were there all stood as
if stunned. For 66 years, the deputy-commander
had sat in the same place and had not moved, had
not even lifted a finger. Only three times did he
even find it necessary to open his eyes and say a
few words — and then, he suddenly threw himself
off the chair as if bitten. However, just before
someone could approach him, he shook with one
final convulsion and cried out:

—"NO, NO, ... KNOW ...,," and he fell over in a faint.

In the meantime, a doctor and two nurses came
running from the medical section. The apparatus
and wires that had just been pulled out of his large
body had immediately sent an alert that something
was wrong.

Barely two short minutes after his fainting, a bio-
technician and a ChemiSap engineer also arrived
and went straight to the command chair to inspect
the apparatus and their bio-chemical flow-circuits.

At that moment, Balaka-Tshur came running up. He
saw that everyone was standing around his
unconscious brother who was lying on the ship's
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hard floor and that the medics were dealing with
him. Frightened, he turned to them:

—"What happened here? Who disconnected him
from the wires? Why is he lying here on the
ground and is not attached to the apparatus on
the command chair as usual?"

—"Commander Balaka-Tshur," the ChemiSap-
engineer turned to him, holding in his hand a
sheet of electro-paper with freshly printed data.
"I see here, in the alarm list from the ChemiSap,
that in the last half hour very strong signals had
been picked up by the sensors.

They penetrated the ChemiSap processor and
were automatically forwarded to your brother
through the special helmet. But that alone
wouldn't have been enough to affect him in such
a manner. Maybe the bio-chemical helmet
malfunctioned?"

Everyone turned to the bio-technician who was still
standing to one side and continued to study the
helmet with its parts.

— "Everything seems to be in order here. Not even
a single circuit was damaged. There were no
short circuits, and no defects in the parts and
micro-chips ... But if you look around you, some
of your own devices have indeed been damaged.
Those apparatuses are directly or indirectly
dependent on the transmissions from Tatshkata-
Tshur himself, and not directly from the sensory
apparatuses."

Everyone looked around. As the deputy-
commander was having his convulsions, everyone
had forgotten their own burnt and ruined
instruments.

—"I propose," the ChemiSap-engineer spoke again,
"that we replay the recorded information of the
last half hour. Then, we will be able get to the
source of whatever it was that made such a
strong impact on deputy-commander Tatshkata-
Tshur, that he should receive such a disturbance
that would reverberate with such a harmful
effect onto the other instruments."

In the meantime, however, the deputy-
commander, under the supervision of the medics,
began to revive and tried to get up. The two closest
Kvikovians, along with the two nurses and the
doctor immediately started to help, but it was
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quite difficult for them, because in the 66 years of
not moving, he had gained a good couple of tons of
weight. Everyone looked at him.

— "I think, that if you help me to sit back in my
place, then | will explain to you a little of what |
saw, or rather, felt... There, that's better. Thank
you... So ... All my senses and nerves went
through a kind of eruption due to a terrible
feeling of agony. My thoughts were wrenched
and twisted by an unusual pain, with a sobbing,
with an anguished cry. A cry of woe and
weeping."

Meanwhile, the doctor and the bio-technician re-
attached and hooked up Tatshkata-Tshur to certain
key wires and tubes to support his body. Everyone
stood and eagerly waited for the continuation.

— "This was the weeping howl of an entire world...
No, not from the inhabitants, or from the various
creatures... It is difficult for me, to exactly
describe it for you, but this third planet of the
sun that we are approaching, -- this astonishing
globe has absorbed into itself (or developed) a
kind of spirit of its own... something of a world-
soul.

And this world-soul shouts out a world-cry... a
heavens-ripping, but mute cry of agony. Thanks
to our extremely sensitive sensor devices, |
picked up the pain of the weeping planet. It may
indeed be, that | am the first creature in the
entire universe to have sensed it. And | didn't just
feel it, but started to empathise with it, and it
embraced me, and took me over... and | also
saw..."

He couldn't stand it any longer and tears started
spraying out of his six eyes like fountains and it
became difficult for him to breathe because of the
strong shaking bursts of crying that suddenly
overtook him.

The doctor immediately gave him an injection to
put him to sleep. They left him sitting like that, in a
real sleep, in the first real full sleep in the 66 years
of the difficult weight he carried throughout the
mission.

The bio-technician took apart some of the cameras
along with the detached helmet. He and the
ChemiSap-engineer left and shortly after them the
doctor and his assistants. The officers of the
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command center went back, each to his or her
station. Only Commander Balaka-Tshur and his
great-niece, Captain Mananda-Tshur, who had also

arrived during the panic, remained standing next to

the sleeping deputy-commander.

He did not see her, and spoke to himself:

—"I must know what this means. We have to find
out... Although we are really looking for a master
weapon that can destroy the world of our
enemies on Kark-IIl. But what kind of power can
make a planet cry?"

—"And perhaps", added Mananda-Tshur quietly, so
that only he could hear it, "perhaps it is better not
to know...", and she turned and left.
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Look forward to the next installments in upcoming issues.

Space-based solar power could really work, experiment shows
https://www.space.com/airbus-space-solar-power-test

'Power tower' rover to land on the moon by 2025
https://www.space.com/power-charging-rover-moon-2025

Watch an egg fall from near space — and survive (video)
https://www.space.com/egg-drop-near-space-video

Beautiful interactive map of the universe lets you journey through space-time almost to the Big Bang
https://www.space.com/interactive-universe-map-back-to-big-bang

GPS: Everything you need to know about the space-based technology keeping us on track

https://www.space.com/gps-what-is-it

TV&MOVIES

[From Sep 2022, but lots of good stuff here]: 'Star Trek' Day bursting with cast news, teasers, and announcements

https://www.space.com/star-trek-day-teasers-news-2022

Boom!'s shiny 'Firefly: Keep Flying' one-shot comic is an early holiday treat

https://www.space.com/firefly-keep-flying-one-shot-comic

'Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3' trailer gathers the gang for another epic space mission

https://www.space.com/guardians-of-the-galaxy-3-trailer
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