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This month’s roundup:
e  Yiddish-related SF material dedicated to my dear departed father, David Botwinik (0”h —1"'v):
Yoel Matveyev: Review of “Faktazye” - Velvl Chernin’s book of Yiddish SF&F short stories
e Inlieu of a “More ZF” Book review: a 1990 article by Sheldon Teitelbaum about SF in Israel + some history
Our usual, interesting tidbits from the Web. — Your editor, Leybl Botwinik
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Dedicated to my father’s memory — David Botwinik, composer, but also far-sighted lover of Yiddish.

Another article by Yoel Matveyev, a Yiddish journalist and intellectual — and a fellow Yiddish SF writer.

New Yiddish
Sci-Fi by Poet
and Short
Story Writer
Velvl Chernin

By Yoel Matveyev

) i

Rosa Strokova’s artwork is found throughout the book

The following article was originally published in the
online NY Yiddish Forverts, December 27, 2021

Yy ym
V'TNDINS
LDYN9 DVII9
AW2"NVT [IN

S 207V11
ySgd
OSIVZZL.|  ww
na nne
1HUWIIDXRN

The author transforms Simon the magician
[Simon Magus], an important figure in early
Christianity, into a Yiddish-speaking Genie/Djinn.
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The Yiddish poet and writer Velvl Chernin has
recently published a collection of fantastic short
stories entitled "Yidish Faktazye" (Yiddish
Science Fiction). This book is published in
Sweden, by Nikolai Olniansky, accompanied by
beautiful illustrations by Rosa Strokova. This is an
important event in Yiddish literature: although
many of Science Fiction’s most famous works
have been written by Jews, little has been written
in the genre in Yiddish.

DR PPIWWY PNPYN W PR VYRS WWITO WT
YWOUORVIRD A1NPNNRT R JAVAVAVO IR DIVXYY

OXT "0V TRUPRD VW7, JWARI 07 WANTIXYT
»HRP°1 D ARDIRD 197 ,7TVNW PR 021X TR T2

715 DYPRIVOIPR YPOLIVIS V1 VAR POINIIR
YT PR WIIYYWYA U0 R RO CRNINPRIVD RIXD
PV YODUR IR T 115 0 R OXT DMLRIWLD WwIT
PO1°011 YN LRI LIT 1WYAIR 1IRT YOTROUPRD 11
YT AR WIRWT QYT PR 1WA

The author states that from an early age he was a
lover of the Scientific Fantastic [Science Fiction]
or, according to Uriel Weinreich's neologism,
“faktazye” [an amalgam of the Yiddish words for
FACT (fakt) and FANTASY (fantazye)].

I've also been a fan of the Fantastic since | was a
child, which is why I think I'm a bit of an expert in
this field and may express my opinion: Chernin's
work is quite surprising and Jewish, but belongs
rather to the genre of 'softer’, Scientific-like or
[even] unscientific Fantastic — not to the "hard",
really scientifically sound, style of Isaac Asimov
or of the American movie series "Babylon 5" [link
to Yoel’s 2015 article].
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This is actually not a deficiency. Many famous
fantastic works are based on mythological subjects
and folk tales. The book actually belongs to the
genre of "faktazye™" — imaginings based on facts.
In Chernin's stories, real facts are deeply
intertwined with imagination and poetry.

YUN IR O K .J1N0M 1P VW1 DXYA IR ORT
105 700 15MK VUMV WIVT PIYN YWIVORVIRG
TWIRWT DX .NTYRTRIRE PR TOVWTI0 YWOARDRYM
705 A0 157K TP IVVIRIVONIR — “YIIRUPKS,, 11D
DPIWWY PR XY KPNT 712 ORT WIS — TUPRD
TOIRYEYASNNL APV TUPKRD YIRYT TN WANIIRWT
IOTURD TIR MITRT LN

CyberCozen Page 2 of 19

Vol. XXXI1V, No. 05; May 2022



https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/yoelmatveyev.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/yoelmatveyev.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/yoelmatveyev.html
https://yiddish2.forward.com/yoelmatveyev.html
https://www.smakprov.se/bok/kartonnage/yidishe-faktazyes-9789198531879/
https://www.smakprov.se/bok/kartonnage/yidishe-faktazyes-9789198531879/
https://yiddish2.forward.com/node/733.html
https://yiddish.forward.com/articles/187209/

1702

Most of all, | enjoyed the story "A Djinn, Called
Shimen". Ancient, medieval, and contemporary
Jewish history is masterfully blended with unique
interpretations of the Christian and Muslim
traditions.

In the New Testament and the early Christian
tradition, a certain magician named Simon
(Greek/Latin: Simon Magus) is mentioned.
Chernin says that when he was — as recounted in
the story — an IDF soldier, he once entered an old
cave and thought that there was a crazy "decrepit"
pious Jew hiding there — in the Israeli slang a
"shabavnik".

It turned out, however, that the strange cave
dweller was the magician Shimen, who became a
Djinn —a kind of demon of Islamic legends. For
some reason he speaks a mixture of his mother

tongue, Aramaic, and an archaic dialect of Yiddish.

The story also weaves in interesting details about
the Samaritans — the ancient people or Jewish sect,
which since ancient times has practiced its own
religion, similar to Judaism.
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I was almost certain that the story 'Six
Monologues' was influenced by the American
Fantasy writer, Philip Dick, who seriously
believed that our reality was not what the audience
thought, and constantly wrote about strange
different lifestyles, about how to accept reality.

In Chernin's monologue, there is talk about a
world in which the inhabitants think that the earth
is a scroll — a kind of living Torah scroll.
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In an interview with the Yiddish Forverts
publication, when Chernin was asked who his
favorite fantasy writers were, he did not mention
Dick, but did mention Polish writer Stanislaw Lem
(who was, incidentally, a Jew). Lem wrote
extensively about virtual reality; In his collection
"Cyberade", the world is depicted as a series of
computer programs, written on magnetic tapes.

Whether or not Chernin's narrative is relevant to
this book, his story has a distinctly Jewish flavor.
It is influenced by Kabbalah, translated in an
original artistic manner.
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Chernin emphasizes in the introduction, that his
stories are connected with the Bible, Mishnayos,
and Gemara [holy books of laws]. It is true, but he
also deals with such issues as a serious delving
into the history of Czarist Russia and of the
Ottoman Empire.
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Of course, like most fantasies, Chernin does not
forget about outer space. In his "A Chapter of the
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Voyages of Benjamin the Fifth", Yiddishists build a TR 10777 ITR) DIRVIYA JWOT K JVOWIT YMa
Jewish “Gaeltacht™ (as the Irish-speaking regions are| 151X (W 727K IR VIV Y7 N,V 0T TIRDTR
called in Ireland) on the planet Mercury, in a crater "W VARV ORI ,IWURIP K PR ,OIPIVR LYIRDD
bearing the name of Sholem Aleichem. The Jewish T°T ©PIBWIRS VIRLDVA WWIT? WT VAR OndHY
Gaeltacht spreads throughout the solar system. For DYIYY TIRIWVOR 151X ,7Wn7 .OY0D NI WT WK
example, on the asteroid Ceres there is a museum of 3175 AR LYRD WOT QYN NN R IRIND PR
the Jewish poet Shimon Frug.

As is well known, Jews bless the moon every T35 07T WIIT TV 17 W01V LIRPRI VI RO M
month. But what do you do when you really live VT AR YPRL LYY YA YN ,IVIAR YR VI DX
on the moon? 27135
According to Chernin, there are differences of IYTORIN QYT AV IRIRD JYIVT LIV1IIVwY u°
opinion. Some Jewish lunar colonists have YT IYMIVAIR PR JODNIR?RPTIIAY YWITY 9PV X M
adopted the custom of saying the blessing TWYT T DO YIRTTWITOR,, 7072 0T JART X AT
"Kiddush-Hoorets" [blessing planet Earth] D1 QYR TV WITNR IRT
because, of course, they see our Earth in the sky.

What do you do if time is twisted, and someone's TIN JUOR?HIRD VN VY T IR ,TVA VIV O
bride can be revealed to be his own mother or VTR VAR FIVASR P27 ITUN0MINR T IRP 792 DIXVAY
grandmother from another version of History? IR 2V0°WYA WT PO YO0IWN IWTIR X 11D vana
If there is only a doubt, can one marry such a TINM N5 RIR 0 TR 2V X WWN R IR RO
woman? Such a question is considered by the IR 15 JWIRINDIVS °T JVIRIVRI XOWP KIR 77287
characters in another story, who, as in Kurt yy DUBVIRI LD PR M ,IVIVT OXN ,AYH TR
Vonnegut’s "Slaughterhouse Five", are stuck in a “0MY,, K DYDY PR VLW j200ava ¢ Ars Matawnw
"time-hole". )
A couple of stories in the collection are not exactly RPNT™NIRYD VIV A190RKRT WT PR JPAN?TEIWT IR X
fantasy but read well in the context of fantasy. For TWOLORVIRD QYR VIX T°T IWIVH WAR ,YWOVORVIRD
example, the author thinks of David Hofstein's DIPLWHRT TIT T VIRV 12N T ,2wn? . LOPYVINP
tragic fate [one of the intellectuals arrested and AWWIBYNRD T PR AR T LPYN IR 272 1WA
then executed under Stalin’s orders] and wakes up Bi7amhll
in a Soviet prison.

Does he himself become Hofstein, as in the story, RO IR AWV T 017 ,100WHRT 109K Y uIvn
or is it just a dream? Read and decide for yourself. LDMDWRI PR LIVSH 20191 R 172
To order this book, click here. LXT WOYNP R V2,712 OXRT ToVOWRA X T2

More Zion’s Fiction:

In lieu of another “More Zion’s Fiction” short story review, I’m happy to present a 1990 article by Sheldon
Teitelbaum (a co-editor of both ¢Zion’s Fiction’ anthologies). He wrote me (slightly edited):

Leybl, here's a scan of the 1990 Foundation essay. Feel free to reprint it if you like. You might also consider
reviewing the book Palestine +100: Stories from 100 Years after the Nakba (Comma Press, 2019) for comparison's
sake.

It is an essay about stories set in Israel or featuring Israelis published in the peer-reviewed British academic journal
‘Foundation: The Review of Science Fiction’ (Issue #40). This April’s issue of what is now called ‘Foundation: The
International Review of Science Fiction” will feature an adaptation of the intro to ‘More Zion’s Fiction’. Also, an
amalgam of both intros will appear in Elana Gomel’s forthcoming academic compendium on Israeli SF, which is due
out by year’s end.

Meanwhile, Emanuel and I have submitted a significant update to the Israel entry in the online ‘Science Fiction
Encyclopedia’, which John Clute and David Langford are now formatting. And Valerie Frankel and | are working on
a voluminous entry on Jewish SF for same, using, among other things, material from my enormous entry on Jewish
and Israeli SF/F in the ‘Encyclopedia Judaica’ (2" Edition) and Frankel’s recently published tome on Jewish SF
through 1945.

With best wishes — Sheli Teitelbaum

Hey, Sheli,
I’m very impressed by your above efforts, and your essay from 1990 is really fascinating. It should be compulsory
readying for academics anywhere, who are studying SF in Israel | — Leybl
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Our contributors sometimes tread strange corridors. A few years ago, armed
with a 9 mm Beretta in a shoulder holster for protection and a copy of
Foundation in his hand, Sheli Teitelbaum visited the literary editor of the
PLO-affiliated newspaper Al-Fajr in East Jerusalem to begin an enquiry
into the extent of Arab interest in sf—only to be assured that sf was simply
not the thing to write within Arab society, least of all within Palestinian
society. Yet on the other hand writers of Jewish descent play a central role
in modern sf—and there is no dearth of Israeli writers either, though most
are quick to deny the genre roots of their material.

Currently Mr Teitelbaum is editing an anthology tentatively entitled
Joshua’s Trumpet: Prophetic Tales of Mideast Armageddon, with some
stories translated from the Hebrew but mostly British and American, set
against the backdrop of the conflicts engulfing the Middle East, and aimed
at jolting an Arafat or a Shamir out of their conceptual ruts—although one
contributor noted that the book would possibly have to contain plastique to
achieve that noble end... |

A former feature writer and sf and horror book reviewer for the
Jerusalem Post, as well as story-editor and film critic for the Israeli sf
magazine Fantazia 2000, Mr Teitelbaum spent five years in uniform as an
officer in the IDF. He currently lives in Los Angeles, acting as Hollywood
correspondent for Cinefantastique and Present Tense, and as staff writer
for the University of Southern California magazine Trojan Family. His
work also appears regularly in the Los Angeles Times, and in a number
of Israeli newspapers and magazines. The following piece was originally
written for the Israeli newspaper The Nation, which asked him to interview
sf writers at the 1988 Nebula banquet in Los Angeles on the theme
“Whither Israel?” The article was due to appear during a visit by Tom
Disch to Israel—but the newspaper ceased publication the day before the
piece would have been printed. Though Mr Teitelbaum demurs as to its
merits, we feel Foundation readers will be interested. |

Tales of Zion’s Fiction

SHELDON TEITELBAUM

In 1985, a few weeks before leaving Israel after an eight-and-a-half
year sojourn there, I was dispatched to East Jerusalem by Foundation.
Responding to a query I had sent, the magazine’s features editor
asked me to visit the offices of the PLO-affiliated newspaper Al Fajr
on what might have been the most unique and unlikely assignment
in that publication’s history.

“Bring back,” he instructed, “some word regarding the role of
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science ﬁCx:;‘ 1? should add, before the intifada, when to v
Thl; the Jank alleyways of that part of the city withomem“’,e
throug Jatoon members covering one’s back, though dangerousone 8
arded as suicide. This was also, T belieye . "Was

. ay, what resident of the West Bank v,
prossegl}leg‘c): ’ﬁ?;ﬁ,ﬁgvs,ynot to mention writerg, have been -
ace the wars of Gog and Magog over their craft. Few,
E;dg ever been called upon to venture into the lion’s den,
e genre. '
for lIctnv; a(;f tmh rgtrosped: a foolhardy quest, given the priorities of th
country and the time, but I was leaving soon, perhaps for good. ang
after having engaged Palestinians in various n\{htayy and journalist;,
relationships over the years, this was, dammit, interesting, Arabjc
literature veritably bursts with fancy—these are, after all, the people
who had inspired The Arabian Nights. Perhaps their penchant for th
fantastic had collided, unbeknownst to the rest of us, with thg
industrialisation and modernisation overtaking some parts of the
Arab world, gelling as some variant of science fiction.

And the Palestinians, I thought—surely after twenty years of
peering at their despised yet oft-admired nemesis, and through them
at the West; surely it had dawned on some of them that, if not as
an apt metaphor for their own political situation, the distancin
mechanisms of sf offered a handy way to beat the censor. It's an 015
trick—Jonathan Swift had couched his own eighteenth-century polit
ical satire, Gulliver’s Travels, in fantasy because this preseﬂtedpoth-
only way he could get his message heard within a Britain o]an‘sede
oveﬁhe Irish question without risking a hanging. P

y own interest in the fantastic, thou
momentous as Swift’s, predated my arrival i%\hls?:g hiirelgl.;.?ar%y as
been a fan since thldhood, having been enticed, for years by.a cgad
of Robert Heinlein’s novel Red Planet, which the Talm1’1d Torahp}i

attended in Montreal, in its stupidity, had reserved for sixth and

n't?
known to

I expect
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on those cold, moonlit nights of guard duty when I and my buddy
Ed, an ex-U.S. marine who chafed at the prospect of boot camp the
second time round, grew bored of our idle scheming to shoot each
other in the foot so we could finally, please God, get a decent
night’s sleep. _ _

After graduating from officer school, my interest in the genre
reasserted itself. During my time off, I began writing reviews of
science fiction and horror books for The Jerusalem Post. This
eventually led to a regular column and to the start of a career in
journalism. It also led to my first encounter with the considerable
disdain which many Israelis, cultured and otherwise, reserved for the

enre.

& The army, you see, does not permit its recruits to work on the
side without permission. Mine had to be obtained from the
paratroop corps adjutant, a portly colonel called Shlomo and the
nastiest bit of business I had the misfortune to encounter during
nearly five years in uniform. During a brief interview in which I was
asked to explain my intentions, Colonel Shlomo made rude gestures
with his fingers suggestive of flying saucers alighting on his
desk—had he been an American, no doubt he would have rendered
the dee-dee dee-dee strains of the old Twilight Zone. Permission
denied, he intoned. “If you have time left over from your duties for
this kind of bullshit, perhaps we can find you another set of
responsibilities.”

I appealed against his unreasonable ruling, and it was, in fact,
overturned by a brigadier general whom Shlomo loathed. The
brigadier general insisted, however, that all monies gleaned from my
writings ought to be turned over to LIBI—the army education fund.
With this I had no problem, but Shlomo, “antipath” par excellence,
eventually wreaked his revenge by holding up my scheduled stint at
jump school for six months.

During this time, out of spite more than passion, I also
contributed book and film reviews to the Hebrew sf magazine
Fantazia 2000, sometimes also identifying for its editors stories I
thought ought to be translated into Hebrew.

Of course, these pursuits must have appeared as odd to Al Fajr's
befuddled literary editor as they had to the loathsome Shlomo. We
had spoken briefly over the telephone, and he was gracious enough
to be willing to pursue the matter further, but it was obvious he
didn't know what all of this was really about. Our attempts at
communication were further complicated, I suspect, by the 9
millimeter Beretta peeking out obtrusively from under my
windbreaker, and my copy of Foundation, a stately looking literary
journal—indeed, one of the few science fiction magazines in existence
which felt it could get by without a lurid cover. I brought it along
thinking he might be impressed by the apparent sobriety of the
publication, not realising that a garish cover might have gone a long
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way toward explaining to him precisely what T meant by gy

iction. _
ﬁcn(y)/vg sat at his desk, this editor and I, and after engaging ;
usual pleasantries, which included my imparting the beﬂedictgi(,,l? the
my host’s hands would endure as a bounteous fount of that
throughout eternity, we drank some of the sweet, muddy breifr)ﬁee
proffered quietly, and reflected, both of us, on how best to proc he

This learned gentleman, I quickly discovered, didn’t ie;\%w

science fiction from Zion's fiction.
“No, no, no,” he said, once I had succeeded in traIISlaﬁng i

term Star Wars into the street Ara.b.ic I had learned as Teserves py
spokesman for the Gazan military administration. “All :3:

literature—our journalism, our poetry, our novels and storjeg is
eared toward the cause of national liberation. We have ng time for

this, ah, fantasy you speak of.”

I sighed audibly, and after several more minutes f
inconsequential chit-chat about matters other than political, we both
expressed the bleak hope—de rigueur in such instances—that oy,

eoples would find it in themselves to coexist before he and | Mmight
ave to confront each other under less pleasant circumstances, I
returned, somewhat forlornly, to Tel Aviv.

There it was. Israelis and Palestinians alike had precious little
use for fantasy and speculation. This damned conflict was killing off
the imagination. Rather like the time-bound denizens of the Middle
Ages, when one generation could rightly expect to live precisely as
had its forebearers had or, interchangeably, as its progeny, neither
party to the conflict felt comfortable with the idea of change.
Neither, quite understandably, could grasp the notion that, perhaps
in fifty years or in a hundred, the world, the tenor of life in this
area, and of the Arab-Israeli conflict itself, might be entirely different.
Neither had any use for a literary genre that suggested otherwise.

Indeed, during the years preceding the founding of the Jewish
state, and well into the 1950s, literary pundits in Israel had described
Hebrew literature in terms nearly identical to those used by Al Fajr's
literary editor. The task of the writer, it was widely held, was to
advance the creation and secure the achievements of the homeland.

A new generation of Israeli writers eventually emerged during
the 1960s—people like Amos Oz, A. B. Yehoshua and Amalia
Kahana-Karmon—and they rebelled against these outmoded strictures
with a virulence that shook the literary establishment. Suddenly
fancy was in vogue, symbolism rife, and existentialist angst the rage.

Science fiction and outright fantasy, however, were largtfly
dismissed—if indeed ever considered—as too crude, too commercial
and too distinctly American (this would have surprised the British
and Russians no end) to merit serious attention. These hard-nosed,
self-acclaimed literary and political realists believed that their
country’s grim lot in life did not permit the luxury of what they
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assumed were merely escapist flights of fantasy. And as for horror,
as Cynthia Ozick wrote to me recently when asked to contribute to a
collection of sf stories I am now editing, all of them set against the
backdrop of the Middle East: “What, twenty-two Arab nations and
the PLO aren’t nightmare enough for you?”

The irony of this resistence to the genre, of course, is that the
Jewish contribution to science fiction has been seminal. The very
term itself was effectively invented by a Jew, the Belgian-born Hugo
Gernsback, editor of the first magazine devoted to its propagation,
Amazing Stories: the genre’s Oscar is the “Hugo”.

Jews had also invented the world’s first utopias—the Garden of
Eden and, subsequently, a promised land of milk and honey, in
which the children of former slaves would, it was hoped, be
reclaimed by the soil. In this land, a hill commanding a strategic
route form ancient Egypt to Asia in the north became, perhaps not
coincidentally, an enduring symbol for a rather novel concept in
Western thought—the end of man, the world, and historical time.
That hill, which still exerts a powerful grip on the science fiction
mind as the Ground Zero of Judaeo-Christian thought, is called
Megiddo, or Armageddon.

Jews would also offer the world its first “robot’—a Golem
fashioned from clay by the able hands of Judah Bezalel Loew, the
sixteenth-century Rabbi of Prague. Other Jewish stories of mysticism
and magic would follow out of that tradition, notably Mikhail
Bulgakov’s The Master and the Margarita (in Israel read as The Devil in
Moscow), Isaac Bashevis Singer’s stories, and, down into the 1980s,
Shalom Babayof's Kadur Ha'esh—"“The Fireball,” replete with
venerable Kabbalist whose daughter marries an alien (a subject
treated during the '70s in a hilarious story called “Look, You Think
You've Got Troubles?”, published in the first of Jack Dann’s two
memorable anthologies of Jewish-American science fiction, Wandering
Stars).

Perhaps accordingly, humanity would also come to view the
Jews as time-travellers—the only people to have endured for
millennia with their history, culture and sense of mission in the
world intact. It was perhaps this otherworldly, ghostly attribute—as
well as rebellion against the restrictive Christianity which Judaism
had inadvertently delivered upon the world—that earned them the
wrath of Hitler's Nazis, who gave flesh to another science-fictional
concept—the combined use of eugenics and industrial mechaniz-
ation—in an attempt to eradicate an entire people.

In the US, many of the genre’s pioneering figures—Isaac Asimov,
Stanley Weinbaum, William Tenn, Horace Gold, Robert Sheckley—
were, of course, Jewish. One of them, Avram Davidson, in in fact an
Orthodox Jew who is reputed to have served with the Machal, the
overseas force of volunteers which assisted the fledgling Israeli army
during the 1948 War of Independence.
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Of these precious few were
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mainstream publishing houses like a;:xlzé::ie:r ::1

four, and Flash Gordon burned up in orbit after seven—put an end to
the minute groundswell of interest. Their grisly fates sent out the
message to other publishers that, even in these gray days of tzenah
(frugality), most people were too busy merely getting on with the

decadent flights of imagination.

Neither was this observation lost on would-be Israeli science
fiction writer Mordecaj Roshwald, who wrote and published two
accomplished novels—Level Seven (1959) and A Small Armageddon
(1962) in English. Although his efforts were noted in the Hebrew
press at the time, and although his books, particularly his first, were
well received in the West, neither of them were ever translé}t(fd into
Hebrew. Roshwald himself is currently reputed to be living It

London. N . the
During the late 1970s, however—not surprisingly during
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consumerism-crazed days following the election of Menachem Begin’s
Likud government—science fiction reemerged in print in a big way.
For the first time in years, Israelis had money to burn and a taste
for leisure pursuits. For a brief spell, imaginations caught fire,
together with an overheated economy. Suddenly, major publishers
such as Am-Oved, Ma’ariv, Masada and Zmora-Bitan discovered a
market for handsomely bound, hard- and soft-cover science fiction
translations. Between these and other companies, over 200 books,
most of them gleaned from what might be considered a core
collection of genre offerings of the preceding thirty years, ultimately
found their way to the shelves and into people’s homes and
consciousness.

During this time as well, a number of new magazines were
launched, among them the short-lived Olam Hamachar (The World of
Tomorrow), a new version of Cosmos (which survived for six issues
and served largely as a Hebrew version of Isaac Asimov’s Science
Fiction Magazine), Mada Bidioni (Science Fiction) (which lasted for one
issue), and the best and most enduring of the lot, the slick, well-
edited and thoughtfully compiled Fantazia 2000. This latter magazine,
which came out in December 1978, ran for forty-four issues until the
end of 1984, and served as a rallying point for Israeli science fiction
fandom.

Unfortunately, as during the 1950s, this science fiction boomlet in
Israel was largely the result of the boom in films that began with
George Lucas’s Star Wars and Stephen Spielberg’s Close Encounters of
the Third Kind, and which encouraged, in Israel, a number of well-
attended SF film festivals. In the public mind, however—and
especially among the majority of film-goers who never went beyond
the films to the literature—science fiction, despite its considerable
literary gains since the 1950s, remained tinged by the frivolousness
of the movies.

During this boom, however, a small number of Israeli writers,
who discerned a local market for home-grown science fiction,
experimented with the genre in Hebrew. David Melamed, an El Al
employee, compiled a collection of seven short stories, some of the
first published in Fantazia 2000, called A Hyena in Corundy. There
was little noticably Israeli in the stories however—which is the case
with a fair number of such stories by local authors, most of whom
looked to the West, and to the traditions and tropes of magazine sf,
for inspiration.

In 1982, however, Hillel Dameron, a filmmaker (Hasamba) and
Histadrut employee now living in Pasadena, wrote a well-regarded
novel called The War of the Sexes, about the war being fought by men
living under the knuckle of women: the story begins, no doubt to
the horror of Hebrew literary mavens and all three kibbutz
movements, in the “masturbation room” of a well known kibbutz.

The 1980s also saw the publication of two novels written by
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y

In 19 j
miniscent of Mervyn Peake’s Gormenghast trilogy,
lsggsié:n wrote the largely forgettable Sod Harishonim (7%3; Sjcl:gt ;f

<t Ones), about an alien invasion. .
the ?Eiiaps the most important noyels published during this boo
period, howevel, were Amos Kenan’s The Road to Ein Haro, abomm
T ear-future military takeover of Israel by a mad general who fings a
to fight the historical forces that p, ;

niqgue and terrifying way . .
‘rlavgged Jews throughout h1§tory. Pubh:shed in 1983, the novel wag
filmed as a feature motion picture starring Anthony Peck, the son of

actor Gregory Peck, and Benito Mussolini’s grandaughter. Kenap,
who had published an earlier science fiction novel, Holocaust II, in
ll-known left-wing columnist who was responding, in
part, to the then Prime Minister Menachem Begin’s abortive war in

lebanon and his penchant for regarding all of Israel’s enemies as

latter-day incarnations of Adolf Hitler. _
During an interview with Kenan which I conducted for the

Jerusalem Post, the writer hotly denied that what he had written was
science fiction, though his story contained clear-cut dystopian
clements and techno-thriller tropes, and it ultimately hinged upon
time travel. Kenan did so out of fear that his novel would be
tainted, and consequently dismissed as so much tripe (and so it was,
largely by the right—for the more doveish elemnts in Israeli society,
however, the book reflected a pronounced dystopic tenor, chiming in
with a feeling that the country had, in fact, been hijacked by alien

forces—a feeling that is still, to some extent, evident.)

Also during this time, the renowned Israeli novelist Binyamin
Tammuz, now deceased, published Pundako Shel Yermiyahu
(Jeremiah’s Inn), in which he postulated a near-future takeover in
Israel by fundamental theocrats. Tammuz will doubtless not be
remembered as a science fiction author, and his story will likely be
;i&lenjssed as a temporary aberration, at least for the foreseeable

re.

In 1984, largely because of the recession that followed the lost
war in Lebanon, Fantazia 2000 folded and science fiction book
publishing—together with some other kinds of book publiShing
‘—STO“I}d to a halt. By 1985, one could count the annual output of
translations on a single hand. These were largely, moreover, the
result of previous contractual arrangements.
res eﬁzﬁzg‘aa Ben-Yehuda, a Hebrew University sociologist who has
has edt e vagaries of the Israeli science fiction scene extensively,
argued, correctly, that economics and mindset combin to

1973, is a we
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conspire against an ongoing “science-fictionization” of the Israeli
popular psyche. The low premium placed on pluralism within Israeli
society, a national sense of destiny among Jewish Israelis that
precluded variant conceptions of the future and, increasingly, the
growing tribalistic intensification and concurrent calcification of the
sundry conflicts between Arab and Jew, Sephardi and Ashkenazi,
secular and Orthodox, deprived science fiction of a serious literary
and sociological role.

The Palestinians, who have wasted no opportunity to plagiarize
from the Zionist script, have followed suit with equal aplomb. Few
Palestinians can reconcile themselves emotionally (though I suspect
many will ultimately make do on a pragmatic basis) to any future
that contains a thriving Jewish national presence in the region.

And so, it appears, Israelis and others interested in speculation
on the fate of the region and its conflicts will have to rely upon
Americans and Brits.

Robert Silverberg, for instance, envisions a 98 percent probability
of a military takeover in Israel within the next 25 years. “It wouldn’t
upset me at all,” he says.

Silverberg has sustained an abiding interest in the region: in
1970, he wrote a book on Jewish-American relations with Israel—If I
Forget Thee, O Jerusalem. Lately, he has concluded that the country
appears in danger of being dislodged in space and time yet again.

“The strains within Israel seem almost terminal,” he says. “Yet it
seems necessary that there be an Israel. An internal adjustment of
the political structure may therefore be required to prevent the entire
country from flying apart centrifugally into hawks, doves and
religious fanatics.

“1 believe that now and then in the course of human events, it
becomes necessary to discard democratic institutions. For me, the
prototype is De Gaulle’s revolution in 1958. Of course, when he had
stabilized the political system, De Gaulle returned France to
democracy. I would like to think that Jews would have the sense to
do that as well.”

Silverberg would not, however, advocate the expulsion of
Palestinian Arabs from the West Bank and Gaza. Such extremism, he
believes, would be little more than “an overreaction into Nazism”.
Indeed, he believes that Israel may ultimately serve as the
centrepiece for an integrated Middle East, in which Jews and
Palestinians live as allies—a concept that recurs frequently among sf
writers. “This is going to require major head changes among both
Jews and Arabs,” noted Silverberg. “But time will take care of that.
The theological issues that divided Europe in the fourteenth century
seem absurd to us. What looks impossible now looks preposterous

over a 500-year span. Do not underestimate the power of change in
human society.”
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Nev;_lllit; (;g; however, had grown up after Israel had achieveq |,
modicum of military might. He could afford to be playful. Thys, i,
his first novel, Sundiver, Brin made brief, entirely unserious mentiop
of an alliance between Israel, Vxetnamese Americans and the
Cherokee Nation. Together, they were making a name for themselyeg
as the solar system’s premier producers of solar-powered satellites, [t
was, he admits, a lark. o

In a later novel he wrote with fellow scientist Gregory Benford,
Heart of the Comet, however, one of their protagonists, Saul Lintz,
was a near-future Israeli exile, a yored. Only Lintz didn’t move to
New York or Los Angeles—he fled into space on an expedition to
Halley’s Comet. But this was only after Israel had been taken over
by a triumvirate of high priests representing fundamentalist sects of
Judaism, Christianity and Islam; after the anti-intellectual mobs had
razed the Technion in Haifa, where he worked; and after the rest of
the country had been balkanized and invaded, its native-born Jews
expelled.

“How could the descendants of the Negev pioneers,” wrote Brin,
“the most potent warriors in two centuries, slowly decline into
superstition and cultism? What had turned clear-eyed Sabras into
cowed sheep?” Brin notes that this is hardly, given his druthers, the
kind of fate he would hope for Israel. Indeed, he doesn’t believe this
scenario to be even likely, though he mentions “a certain Kohen” (or
Elaelrlnber of the trad_itional Jewish priesthood—in this case Meir
bt a:la?h Wh,?’h he believes, aspires not to become premier of Israel
yea’rs ather, “the first high priest the Jews have had in two thousand

"My job as a writer,” says Brin, “is both to entertain ple and
g;hv\v ag‘;ug;‘/_eel;\: it: :frl:l questions, not provide answers.” Sderr)\iz fiction,
Comet, Buw ,w s blOSt ideally suited to this task. In Heart of the
homeland ang e ooE to explore one Israeli’s alienation from his

e ideals of his youth, a predicament facing many

first-generation Israelis,

I
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turning into a Middle Eastern people,” says Brin. “There is a saying
that every nation is invaded by a wave of barbarians—their children.
The question is whether the new generations of Israelis adopt the
underlying morality of the Middle East: the morality of revenge.”

Brin also parts company with his father on the Intifada. Brin the
elder believes that the uprising is a PLO/Communist-inspired plot
against the Jews. The younger Brin finds in the “Awakening” reason
for hope. “For the first time,” he says, “Palestinians are actually
obeying rules in a war against Jews. For the first time they are
actually seeking confrontation with armed soldiers instead of preying
on helpless civilians. We should think about whether there might be
a way to reward them for this while punishing them for maintaining
a deeper agenda of death and revenge.”

In the end, both Brin and collaborator Gregory Benford believe
that Israelis and Palestinians will have to pull together. Until then,
says Benford, Israel will have an especially difficult mission to fulfill
in the region.

“The real problem in the area is not the Arab-Israeli conflict,”
notes Benford. “Rather, the Middle East has experienced probably the
worst case of environmental assault in human history. The main
thing Israel can give the region is a truly rational and technological
confrontation with this ecological catastrophe.”

Benford argues that Islam was intended as nothing less than an
attempt to grapple with the depredations carried out on the land-
scape two thousand years ago. “All religions,” he says, “arise from
efforts to accommodate the shifting pressures imposed by the
environment. But Arab societies are now fundamentally incapable of
implementing solutions. If Israel hopes to survive, it will have to
bring western thought to bear on the common ecological threats
facing the area.”

Geoff Ryman says that writing about Israel was one of the
hardest things he’s ever done. A newcomer to science fiction in his
early 30s, Ryman had set one of his first stories, as yet unpublished,
in the Sinai on the eve of its return to Egypt. In it, a group of Israeli
friends on a last visit to Sharm al Sheikh notice coﬁ:ured patterns
coming out of the ground at night. These patterns tend to reflect
tensions, both personal and political, within the group itself. In the
end, however, these patterns coalesce into a nightmare vision of
Jerusalem aflame.

The story, which came out of a lengthy stay in the country,
didn’t work. Yet a novella he later wrote about the Cambodian
holocaust, an event scarcely more accessible to him, received much
critical acclaim within the field.

“There’s a real block to writing seriously about Israel,” says
Ryman. “It's like an inhibition, a repression. You just can’t see the
situation clearly. It's very difficult being honest about Israel. People
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This has not, however, stopped John Shirley, one of
young turks and chief propagandist for Cyberpunk, wh; ch
has called “literature as MTV”. “I've noticed that sf writers hg
intensely apocalyptic regard for the Middle East” Shirley says Ve an
seem to believe that it is the likeliest place for Worlg Wary - “They
break out. I've never understood why that is.” Three t

Intensely political, Shirley believes that persona]
nukes, will )(I)ng day become the weapon of choice for 523;?3&:‘3: not
terrorists and national independence movements. It jg this 1
redicts, that Israel will have to contend with. » he
“I realize that the Palestinians possess a low technological base ”
says Shirley, “but they also possess more western training A
expertise than any other Arab peoples. If the occupation goes on for
years, Israel may have to deal one day with an inter); l

Palestinian PC underground.”
Shirley’s sense of what Israel must be like is not finely honeg

but he imagines it to be a modern, westward-oriented country, and
as such, not at all immune to the computer revolution engulfing the
world. And if he can afford a computer that, ten years ago, would
have cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, how long, he asks,
before microchips become cheaper than food, and before the world's
huddled masses embrace them as a weapon of liberation?

PC-wielding Palestinians, says Shirley, may one day use bargain-
basement Macs and IBM clones to afflict the Israeli defense and
banking system with computer viruses, false programs and
destructive access. Indeed, only last year the Israeli press was awash
with rumours that one had, in fact, wormed its way into Israeli
army mulitary records. “Hell, I'm worried about terrorists doing that
to the American banking system.”

Jerry Pournelle is probably the most pervasively political of sfs
writers. He has a Ph.D. in psychology and political science, spent
fifteen years in the American space programme, worked as a cons:ult-
ant to government and private firms, and served in the American
military. Pournelle, who has written a number of fa_bulously
successful novels with co-writer Larry Niven, fancies .
conservative libertarian, and his right wing politics often enrage the
liberal sensibilities which so many sf writers possess. ot

Pournelle says that the prospects for a fascist Israel are M
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merely a matter of science fiction. “Unless you people let go of the
occupied territories,” he says, “you’ll have to impose a dictatorship.
You just can’t have a democracy with a large subject population.”

Pournelle says he’s aware that the Israeli occupation has not
been as abhorrent as previous occupations. The British, however,
similarly argued that their rule of India provided that country with
better government than it would have had otherwise. “You come
back to the notion,” he says, “that was popular during our own
colonial days—good government is no substitute for self-
government.”

“As an old military man,” he adds, “I'd rather have Israel as an
ally than Jordan, the only Arab country that ever had an army worth
a damn. But military solutions alone are not going to work. In the
end, Israel will go the way of the Crusaders, because while the
Arabs can lose a hundred wars, the Israelis can lose only one. If you
play poker, those are lousy pot odds.”

Pournelle, who says he gets most of his information on the
region from the conservative magazine Commentary, notes, however,
that he has no idea how to get Israel out of the mess it's in. If he
were in charge of the country, he says he’d withdraw unilaterally
from the West Bank and “let them stew”. If the residents resumed
incursions of Israel’s borders, “then it would be back to war. You
could clear them all out for good.

“But I don’t live there, and it's easy to put the other guys like
on the line. I spent sorhe time in South Africa and I decided I didn't
know how to run their country either. One man-one vote in a
country where half the population is one step up from the Stone
Age is probably going to be one man-one vote once. Which will be
Israel’s problem if it doesn’t find a way to get out of there.”

Frederik Pohl purports to be confused by events in the Middle
East. Arab fundamentalism, he says, scares him in a way that
nationalism alone does not.

”I wish I had a solution to Israel’s problems. I don’t think one
lies in anyone’s hands. But if I were to deal with Israel in m
writing, I would portray it as become happier, bigger and better. The
kibbutzniks will all drive Cadillacs and own private jets. Which is
pretty close to the way things are.”

Acknowledgment

For information about the early publishing history of science fiction in Israel
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Earth tells us to 'GO’' in weird cloud message seen from space (photo)
LB: Maybe it said “GoD” but the “D” is just off the horizon, so the photo doesn’t show it @
https://www.space.com/earth-go-cloud-message-satellite-photo

Space video games that should be movies or TV shows
https://www.space.com/space-games-that-should-be-movies-or-tv-shows

Mining the moon to help save life on Earth (op-ed)
https://www.space.com/mining-moon-save-life-earth-op-ed

Robots That Were Actually Just Humans in Costume
https://gizmodo.com/5-fake-robots-humans-in-costume-1848816403

Alien planet with 3 stars is actually a star itself, scientists determine
https://www.space.com/three-stars-planet-discovery-retraction

New message to aliens will reflect on Earth in danger of cllmate crisis

Uranus by 2049: Here's why scientists want NASA to send a flagship mission to the strange
planet

https://www.space.com/nasa-uranus-orbiter-probe-mission-science

Satellites polluting Australian skies, threatening ancient Indigenous astronomy practices
https://www.space.com/satellites-threatening-ancient-indigenous-astronomy

New contest will send artwork to the moon
https://www.space.com/orbital-assembly-contest-artwork-to-moon

A total lunar eclipse will turn the moon red the night of May 15
https://www.space.com/total-lunar-eclipse-blood-moon-coming-may-2022

Canada considers adding moon crimes to its Criminal Code
https://www.space.com/canada-considers-adding-crimes-moon-criminal-code

TV & MOVIES

Best free sci-fi short movies
https://www.space.com/best-free-sci-fi-movies

BBC announces Ncuti Gatwa as the new Doctor Who
https://www.space.com/bbc-new-doctor-who-ncuti-gatwa

'Star Trek: Voyager's' triumphant creation stars in crowdfunded documentary 'To the Journey'
https://www.space.com/star-trek-voyager-documentar

Strange New Worlds Has the Classic Star Trek Vibe You've Been Waiting For
https://gizmodo.com/star-trek-strange-new-worlds-review-paramount-plus-1848862048

Spider-Man's 'Hero' Is One of the Superhero Genre's Most Important Songs
https://gizmodo.com/spider-man-hero-song-chad-kroeger-josey-scott-1848861777

What to Watch Before ‘Star Trek: Strange New Worlds’ Premieres on Paramount+

premieres-on- paramount/
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7702
Watch the new 'Obi-Wan Kenobi' trailer for Star Wars Day!
https://www.space.com/obi-wan-kenobi-star-wars-day-trailer-disney-plus

Writing Sci-Fi for Broadcast
https://scriptmag.com/television/writing-sci-fi-for-broadcast

FASHION
'Star Trek: Strange New Worlds' Starfleet boots from designer John Fluevog
https://www.space.com/star-trek-starfleet-boots-strange-new-worlds

GAMES
'Warhammer 40K: Chaos Gate — Daemonhunters'
https://www.space.com/warhammer-40k-chaos-gate-daemonhunters-preview

15 Trippy Space Stories D&D Fans Should Check Out Before Spelljammer
https://gizmodo.com/15-trippy-space-stories-for-dungeons-dragons-spelljam-1848836830

BOOKS
'Blade Runner: Black Lotus' scores a new sequel miniseries from Titan Comics
https://www.space.com/blade-runner-black-lotus-titan-comics
Obi-Wan and Anakin team up in the Clone Wars in new 'Star Wars: Brotherhood' novel
https://www.space.com/star-wars-brotherhood-obi-wan-kenobi-book

MORE BOOKS:

Published almost 1 year ago:

e Jewish Science Fiction and Fantasy through 1945: Immigrants in the Golden Age Hardcover — June 17, 2021
by Valerie Estelle Frankel (Author) Format: Kindle Edition
Science fiction first emerged in the Industrial Age and continued to develop into its current form during the
twentieth century. This book analyses the role Jewish writers played in the process of its creation and
development. The author provides a comprehensive overview, bridging such seemingly disparate themes and
figures as the ghetto legends of the golem and their influence on both Frankenstein and robots, the role of,
Jewish authors and publishers in developing the first science fiction magazine in New York in the 1930s, and
their later contributions to new and developing medial forms like comics and film. Drawing on the historical
context and the positions Jews held in the larger cultural environment, the author illustrates how themes and
tropes in science fiction and fantasy relate back to the realities of Jewish life in the face of global anti-Semitism,
the struggle to assimilate in America, and the hope that was inspired by the founding of Israel.

NEW SF TV Series:

e Israeli-German Sci-Fi Series Set to Film at Space Center in Israel’s Negev Simulating Life on Mars

A5 S S

Scientists participate in a demonstration of an experiment
led by Austrian and Israeli agencies simulating a mission to
Mars near Mitzpe Ramon, Israel October 10, 2021.
REUTERS/Amir Cohen

See: https://ww.alqemeiner.com/2022/04/01/israeIi-qerman-sci-fi-series-set-to-fiIm-at-space-center-in-
israels-negev-simulating-life-on-mars/

We’d love to hear your thoughts on the above topics and with your OK, we may publish them!
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