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Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il

This month’s roundup:
e  Yiddish-related SF material dedicated to my dear departed father, David Botwinik (0”h — 7"'y):
Yoel Matveyev: “”
e  Book review: “More Zion’s Fiction” Part 4: Guy Hasson’s “The Assassination”
Our usual, interesting tidbits from the Web.
- Your editor, Leybl Botwinik

Star Trek Stamps from England

A heartfelt '*Thank You*!

to Devra Kunin for her gift to me of a set of British Star Trek Stamps - to proudly join the
other 2 sets (Canada Post, presented to me by Cathy Lister-Palmer for the Montreal SF&F
Association, and a US Polst set also presented to me by Devra Kunin — way back in 2016):
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Following up on the previous issue’s items regarding Yiddish SF (my dear departed father’s SF-ish humour + about
Chernin’s new SF Yiddish book) I plan on dedicating some more Yiddish-related SF material in this and upcoming
issues — so, as we say in Yiddish: “zayt greyt ! 112 0T — be ready/stand by” &

Here, for example, is an article written by Yoel Matveyev, a Yiddish journalist and intellectual -
and a fellow Yiddish SF writer, in The Yiddish Forverts of 2007. We hope to showcase more of
his works in the near future - I already discussed one of his stories in CyberCozen # XXX)
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A Leap into
the World
of the Fantastic
By Yoel Matveyev

Some notes from LB:

The following article was originally
published in the NY Yiddish
Forverts, August 17, 2007. Several
of the references are about the current
events at the time.

First

issue of Isaac Asimov's Science

Fiction Magazine

Thirty years ago, in 1977, the Davis Publishing oM T" UN'a-pnT T RN L1977 'R LN R 30 L'
Company obtained permission from Isaac Asimov, WDNMINL WT,INATY PTUN [19 [URIPKL "A1'haNe
the famous fantasy writer, to publish a new science- X J2UAIND'NN W1UAI7IUT X ,DONDING- WY
fantasy journal, named in honor of the writer— [9NVAIN ,78IYT [WIDDRDING-TUIDARYID!I DU
"Asimov's Science Fiction". "Asimov‘s Science Fiction" — 1My pyT TI12%
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The new magazine soon became very popular and
attracted the best masters of the genre: Arthur C.
Clark, Roger Zelazny, Poul Anderson, Dan
Simmons, Ursula K. Le Gwyn, William Gibson, and
others. Many well-known "Sci-Fi" novellas and
short stories were first published in “Asimov’s”. The
magazine's first editor-in- chief was George
Scithers; Isaac Asimov responded to the readers'’
letters, constantly writing editorials, and managing
the magazine's editorial staff, although he refused to
edit the materials.

The oldest fantasy magazine in the world, which is
still published, is "Analog", founded in 1930 under
the name "Astounding Stories". Although "Analog"
once began its long history as a pulp magazine, over
time it has developed a very "strict" style, in which
accurate and realistic descriptions of technologies
and scientific theories often play a larger role than
the subject.

The other popular American publication ("The
Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction™ or
"F&SF"), deals with dramatic and mystical stories
with ghosts, vampires, magics, and other non-
scientific fantasies.

“Asimov’s”, the third most popular English-
speaking periodical in the English-speaking world,
focuses on "Science", both on social and
psychological issues, on breaking subjects, and on
high literary quality. — For that, it earned a
reputation as a very serious, intellectual magazine;
Many fans of fantasy literature, at least in the
English-speaking world, consider Asimov’s to be
the best SF magazine in history.

In about two weeks, from August 30th to September
39, 2007, the 65th annual World Science Fiction
Convention (Worldcon) will be held in Yokohama,
Japan. The most important part of the convention is
the annual ceremony, during which the best fantasy
works will be awarded the "Hugo" Award - one of
the most prestigious prizes in the “Sci-Fi” World.
Most of the 20 writers nominated for the Hugo
Award - with the exception of those who have
published their work in book form - have published
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[VHUA T'R 7811WT DUIIA INDPRTUI-DAIN WDYIY
DXN HIXA'TX TR ;0D WITIRWIT WMWY WT
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their novels and short stories in “Asimov’s”
magazine.

Now, since 2004, the magazine has been edited by
Sheila Williams - a talented editor from
Massachusetts, who has worked with Isaac Asimov
for ten years. Due to the high literary level and the
light style, "Asimov ’s" remains an individual genre -
in many respects, the best science-fiction magazine
in the world, especially because of the surprisingly
short stories. Asimov is released 10 times a year,
with two double issues each April-May and
October-November. This year, the editors are
preparing a special double anniversary issue, which
will be published next October-November; A month
ago, the editors also prepared an anthology of the
best stories, published over the last 30 years.

[IN DUZVIINI UIUIT DP9 AN — DIRG-]12
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NIWT WT LIWIL,2004 IN' DUT LI'T,LX'N
YDUDINIRD X — DN NI'Y T DI'DPRTUN
DUIIRVA DR YI7V1, DDUDIWDRONRNA 18 [INDPNRTV
21X R [UN 19 WL [IRATR PTUR DN [UANTIX
,7'D0 |DI7 DUT |IX I [WANIWD!YT 2110 LI DUT
,IDPYADX 1O N |'N — 11'N27T'N' X "DIRND'TR" LA
ININIWT WWIDONDINGW70ANWID!I IOV WT
ST UXID UPTYITA T 21X D192, 0201 VT 'R
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AN 30 YDXYUZ 1T 19 (w1 DP9, VA7V T

History of the Fantastic

The modern fantasy genre stems mainly from two
older literary genres: myth and utopia. The
mythology of various peoples is full of mystical and

miraculous phenomena, which often sound fantastic.

For example, in the ancient Indian epic poems
"Ramayana" and "Mahabharata” flying machines,
"Vimanas", are described, equipped with powerful
weapons (reminiscent of atomic bombs), with which
the ancient heroes have, ostensibly, waged wars.
Indian literature is also replete with stories about the
inhabitants of other planets and universes, and with
other topics that are very prevalent in contemporary
fantasy literature.

Unlike legends, which tell the story of the distant
past, utopias have a different purpose: to show how
to create a better society. The opposite genre, anti-
utopias, also sets the same goal, but in a negative
way - pointing out the potential dangers of social
and technological endeavors, in order for future
builders of the “better society’, to avoid.

The first utopian works are based on Plato's book
"Republic”, in which the famous Greek philosopher
discusses various possible forms of political
organization. The word "utopia" comes from a book
of the same name, by the English government
adviser and writer Thomas Moore, published in
1516.
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The first stage in the development of “Sci-Fi” was
associated with the beginning of the scientific

revolution in Europe, in the 16th century, although

the early patterns of the genre sound a bit comical
today, due to the limited and faulty knowledge of

TN "19-00" 19 2217P1IDIN WT 'R OXDY WYY T
WIYIDARWID!I T 19 2NN [N [TIIRG VIV
02N ,LIWTININ' [DDL6 DUIR ,VANTN 'R UINIZXRIVN
9011 X D2 (U227 WWINWT DVAID [QWDDIN U T
[&RYDIVD UPITINA IN VDXVIUIARD 1T ATIN ,WMND

the science of the time, but they already use a lot of X D'IN ['IY DXI2 T WAN ,DANWID!I WP'DINAYT (19

well-known fantastic subjects.

.JLYYTIO VYW'DOXDING VDINIX] 1O

Margaret Cavendish’s book
“The Blazing-World”
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For example, in the 17th century, Margaret
Cavendish, an educated English countess,
published the book “The Blazing-World”, which
describes a "portal” at the North Pole, through
which one can reach another planet, where a
utopian society flourishes, inhabited by a variety
of intelligent creatures, including floating "sea-
men" and flying "bird-men" ; A young woman
visited that planet, where she became a queen,
and attacked our Earth with submarines and air-
raids.

Although Jules Verne, the famous French writer-
fantastic of the 19th century, described a more
realistic submarine, the Nautilus, Cavendish's
work has many virtues, similar to contemporary
postmodern novels.

A number of very original early “Sci-Fi”” works
have been created in India. The above-mentioned
"Vimanas" of the ancient Indian epic could,
according to legends, fly in space, as well as
swim underwater; That's why, perhaps, Indian
writers began writing about space and other quite
"modern" fantastic topics decades before Herbert
Wells and other Western writers.

In 1857, the Bengali writer Jagadananda Roy
wrote the book "Journey to Jupiter", in which he
told about a space flight through the solar

DUINAINA DN DIWTANIN [D17 DY ,7WNY
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system, and the wild civilization of the planet
Uranus, where naked horned creatures,
reminiscent of great monkeys, dwell.

Today, the fantastic literature has developed
greatly and is divided into dozens of subjects -
from the "classic", strictly scientific style, to
various kinds of "fantasy", utopias and anti-
utopias, and "alternate histories".

Some literary connoisseurs still consider “Sci-
Fi” a "second-class" literary genre, although
many world-renowned word-artists have created
fantastic works - from William Shakespeare, in
his play "The Tempest™), to Kurt Vonegut and
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. In fact, the scientific
fantastic and "fantasy" have a number of unique
virtues that allow the writer to express the idea in
a sharper, better, and freer manner.

Due to the fact that the storyline in the fantastic
work often takes place in another world or in the
future, the writer can completely abstract himself
from the usual stereotypes, and to concentrate
better on the essence of the work. That is why so
many books dealing with sharp political satire,
with deep and extreme aspects of human
consciousness and performance, with bold
scientific, social, or philosophical thoughts, have
been written in fantasy tones. It is easier to use
the fantastic genre to spread an idea that would
sound sharp, radical, and unusual, than if the
author portrayed it in a more realistic manner.

For example, in the classic American "Space
epic" "Star Trek", played on television since
1966, shows a future "United Federation of
Planets", organized on a kind Socialist manner.
The alien capitalist civilizations in "Star Trek"
are portrayed as hostile and caricature-crippled.
Regardless of such trends, "Star Trek™ has been
hailed throughout the United States as a "true-
American" dream of a better society.

Due to the fact that the idealistic liberal
socialism of the "Federation of Planets" is
"shifted" 500 years into the future, and looks
very positive and futuristic, even the
conservative Americans almost never associate
"Star Trek" with "leftist propaganda”.
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Jews and Yiddish in “Sci-Fi”

Yitzhak-Yehuda Ozimov, known in the world by
the English name Isaac Asimov, was born in
1920, in the town of Petrovichi (formerly
Belarus, now Russia). At the age of 3, he
emigrated to New York, where he had two
"mother tongues” - Yiddish and English. He
served as a military chemist during World War
I1, and later became a professor of biochemistry
at Boston University; In 1958, however, he left
his professorship and decided to become a
writer.

In addition to dozens of fantastic works, Asimov
has authored and edited over 500 popular
science, history, and other books. Isaac Asimov
believed that the fantasy genre provides the
writer with the best means of getting rid of
ordinary frames and stereotypes.

Some readers criticize Asimov's novels for
boredom and "too flat" topics; It's true that
compared to many other, more exciting kinds of
fantasy, where the heroes are constantly involved
in wars, love-adventures and battles, Asimov's
works sound a bit "flat".

It is worth noting, however, that it was precisely
because of his activities, including the Asimov’s
magazine, that many fantastics (writers) reached
a higher literary level and renounced pulp style,
returning to intellectual, contemporary subjects.

Many Jews played an important role in the
development of scientific Fantastic (SF): the
Polish writer Stanislav Lem, known for his
exceptional philosophical and psychological
depth; American writer Robert Sheckley, who
created an original style of humorous fantasy,
coloured with psychedelic tones; Michael
Moorcock, a well-known English writer,
anarchist and rock poet, has written a number of
songs for the group "Hawkwind". Many popular
fantastic films have been made by Jewish
directors and actors; The Strugatsky brothers,
whose work is being studied in contemporary
Russian schools, are considered to be models of
Russian literature.

In the first half of the last century, in the golden
age of Yiddish literature, many classic fantastic
books, including almost all works by Jules Verne
and Herbert Wells, were translated into Yiddish.
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['2 DINAMY W LN IN' 3 19 WDV DUIN .(TIN70N
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WYL R 11DITUA DR W W92 IR T
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A number of Yiddish writers have also written
their own fantastic works.

For example, the Russian writer Lazar Borodulin
who used to run a science column in the New
York newspaper Der Tog, published in 1929 the
book "On the Other Side of Sambation" - a story
about a a journalist, who has reached the land of
the lost 10 Jewish tribes, looking for a scientist
who has discovered a dangerous beam weapon.

In the same year, Shlomo Bogin, a religious
writer from a Lithuanian town, published a
utopian novel, "The Fourth International on the
Star [LB: ‘planet’] Mars"; In 1959, the writer
Welwel Chernovetsky "transformed" the same
"star", Mars, into the center of an aggressive
empire, in his novel "On the eve of World War
IV: Hines - The Queen of Mars".

Unfortunately, some people think that Yiddish is
only suitable for writing about ‘Shtetlekh’
[towns] and the Holocaust; In truth, however,
Yiddish literature consists of all modern genres,
including “Sci-Fi”.

In the April 1984 issue of the journal "Sovetish
Heymland [Soviet Homeland]" an entire issue was
devoted to the subject of Space. The issue
published fantastic stories by Boris Sandler,
Shmuel Gordon, Tevie Gen, Chaim Gurevich,
Bracha and Aaron Burstein, as well as fantastic
songs by Lev Berinsky, Misha Mogilevich, and
Moyshe Lemster. The magazine's editor, Aaron
Vergelis, said that Space "takes its first steps in
Yiddish literature™!; This issue of the magazine has
become popular, as a kind of Yiddish "Asimov’s".

Although such a call sounds, perhaps, a little
strange today, it would have been worthwhile
and important if the younger generation of
contemporary Yiddish writers had continued the
tradition of Asimov, Sheckly, Lem, Moorcock,
and other Jewish Fantastics - but rather in
‘mame-loshn’ [= mother tongue= Yiddish], to
"refresh™ our language and culture. As the poet
Moshe Lemster wrote in that ""Space Issue” of
the Sovietish Heymland magazine:

The time will come, I'm sure,
When together with cosmic heroes,
A tender, lyrical poet,

Will fly to other worlds.

UWIDDRDING VIUAN [21IWUI TR [AND WA YT
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L2UAN L INAR T 'R ;12010 (IR JW70VDY VI [2MY
VU1IUTRA U7X [19 1IDXIWDY7 YRITH T DIDYKRA
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1 For the record — | pre-dated them with published space- [and/or time-] faring Jews in my Yiddish stories as early as 1978
“Di Shtern Aleyn [The Stars Themselves]”, and 1980 “Di Geheyme Shikhes {The Secret Mission]”
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MORE ZION’s FICTION - Review #04

e L e 16 .]-‘
MORE [ HHF%:
I.N’s CT|°N The Assassination — by Guy Hasson (e-Book: p81-106)

Wondeous Taler Another great story. This one deals with ‘Politics’ as well as the
ey | = generation gap clash of old agers and youth. Originally

published around 2010, the story takes us back to the final years
of the British Mandate — from the World War 11 year of 1942 to

about 1948 and independence for the State of Israel.

The premise is, that Israeli technology has developed a
proprietary — actually secret — apparatus with which the
intelligence and security services can listen in on past events —
limited to about the last 70 years.
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’ http://zionfiction.com/

In the story, there is a confrontation with a retired and controversial Israeli national hero. His past
‘heroic act’ that made him who he is, comes into question after the ‘time-listening’ device picks
up potentially troublesome sound snippets from this person’s past.

As a history buff, | particularly enjoyed the speculative part of the story: Technology that is able
to pick up the authentic sounds and conversations from specific periods and geographic areas in
the past. The depictions of the time, the characters, and the events that led to the creation of the
State of Israel sound very plausible and realistic. The story underscore the power of technology
that used (or misused) could veritably ‘change History’....

B T T T T T T T T T T N

Look forward to more reviews of “More Zion’s Fiction”

in our upcoming issues

20 trailblazing women in astronomy and astrophysics
https://www.space.com/trailblazing-women-in-astronomy-astrophysics

Google Doodle celebrates 315th birthday of French physicist Emilie du Chatelet
https://www.space.com/emilie-du-chatelet-physics-google-doodle

Google Doodle celebrates the life of cosmologist Stephen Hawking for his 80th birthday
https://www.space.com/stephen-hawking-google-doodle-80th-birthday

New NASA video honors fallen astronauts of Apollo 1, Challenger, and Columbia
https://www.space.com/nasa-video-honors-fallen-astronauts-2022

Happy birthday, Albert Einstein. We need you right now. (Op-Ed)
https://www.space.com/albert-einstein-social-justice-modern-world

8 ways that SpaceX has transformed spaceflight
https://www.space.com/ways-spacex-transformed-spaceflight

TV&MOVIES:

Critical Role's Cast On Bringing the "Hot Messes" of Vox Machina to TV
https://gizmodo.com/critical-role-legend-of-vox-machina-tv-amazon-1848430717
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'Resident Alien': Season 2's sidesplitting new trailer
https://www.space.com/resident-Alien-season-2trailer-syfy

Kirk vs Picard: Who is the best Star Trek captain?
https://www.space.com/kirk-vs-picard-star-trek-captain

The first 'Star Trek: Strange New Worlds' trailer is here with a cowboy Pike
https://www.space.com/star-trek-strange-new-worlds-teaser-trailer

Ten sci-fi movie monsters that could destroy humanity
https://www.space.com/sci-fi-movie-monsters-that-could-destroy-humanity

The Terminator movies, ranked worst to best
https://www.space.com/the-terminator-movies-ranked-worst-to-best

Star Wars: Boba Fett’s ship and gadgets
https://www.space.com/boba-fetts-ship-and-gadgets

BOOKS

Titan Books salutes 'Star Wars' heroes in new 45th anniversary collector edition
https://www.space.com/star-wars-insider-titan-books

Inside All About Space issue 126: Complete guide to exoplanets
https://www.space.com/all-about-space-magazine-issue-126

Learn the backstory of Grudge the Cat with IDW's new 'Star Trek: Discovery' comic miniseries

https://www.space.com/star-trek-discovery-adventures-in-the-32nd-century-grudge-cat-comic

A peek at Boom!'s new 'Dune’' comic book 'A Whisper of Caladan Seas #1'
https://www.space.com/dune-a-whisper-of-caladan-seas-comic-book

We’d love to hear your thoughts on the above topics and with your OK, we may publish them!

For Comments: E-mail: leybl botwinik@yahoo.com. Tel: Leybl Botwinik +972-54-537-7729
Editor: Leybl Botwinik. Founding Editor: Aharon Sheer (2"). Logo by: Miriam Ben-Loulu (2"7).
For free email delivery (PDF format) write to leybl botwinik@yahoo.com

Also (archived issues from 2014+) at: http://fanac.org/fanzines/CyberCozen/
And http://efanzines.com/CyberCozen/index.htm
All rights reserved to specified authors and artists  ©  2°9%v9 2°72an1% MW AT 92
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