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REVISED CONSTITU~IO:rI O~ TUE HFFF 

AR TICLEJ 1 - B_~ - The name of this orga.niza ti on shall be the NATIONAL FANTASY 
FAN FEDERATION. · 

ARTICLE II - !.~ose - The nu,rpose of the NFFF shall be: . 

1 

(Aj To 'lm.i te a.11 lo cal fan .clubs and solitary fans into a single 
organization capable of IIBJ.{illlg" sj.ngle decisions representative pf . the majority . .. 

(B) To prevent. conf'l1Sion and misunderstanding among fans, and to 
prevent bulldozing of fandom by .minori.ty groups .or cliques • . 

(C) To sponsor 13.nd. help finance. worthy fan projects with the ex
ception of subscription fa.nmµgs, or a.ny projects not wholly amateur in intent.. · 

(D) To bette~ cpnditions within fandom and stf by speaking ap
proval or disapproval of oUtf3tanding conditions . in a strong and united voice. 

. (E) To provide an efficient administration of this federatia.1. 
based on the democratic theofY of self-gavermr.e:n,t. 

( F) Rather than: to. interfere v,ri th, or to attempt to super cede, 
present local clubs and specialized organizationo within their own provinces? 
to co-operate with ancl. as sis~ said organizations •vh.erevar possible • 

. AB.~ncu III - Mei:1ibe!-'shiP - A-q.y inter~sted party my be come a member if · he or 
she can meet any tvto of the fol lowing qi-alifi cations: 

(A) Giv.e :proof elf activity in foe fan field with a iist of two or 
more credentials, easily ve!fifia.ble, such as 1i terary, artistic, or other 
joU!'nalistic endeavor, attenclanco of conventions, membership in other organiz
ations, etc. Further definition · of activity shall be left to the discretion 
of the Ad.vi sory Board. 

(B) Secure the recomnondation in writin6 of three . incumbent mem
bers residing in different states fl•om that of the prospective member. 

(C) Pass an examination testing the prospective member's knoviledge 
of science or fantasy fiction? and fand.om. Tes'cs shall be graded by percent
age of correct answers, a.na. · the pas.sing .rw.rk shall be 70%_. 

ARTICLE IV - Finances- - It sl131ll be decided on the . first ballot of the NFFF, 
wl1etl1er there shall be dues, and the amount of such, or a sys t;em of taxation 
ancJ_ appropriation • 

. ARTICLE V - Officers - The officers shall be: President, Vice-Pre~ident ,. Sec;;
reta.ry-Tr~sure r, and an Advi~cry Boe,rd of five. 

ARTICLE VI - Duties of Officers -- The duties cf the officers shall be: 
. (A) ThePresident shall direct the activities of the '. t:ederation; 

appoint r.ambers to fill vacat~d offices until next election; appoint auxiliary 
officials to fulfill dutier:i n.ot provided for els6';1here, or to help in the ex
e cution of various offices; bei the official voice of the NFii'F in decisions in-
11:olving co::J.ta .cts outside the o,rganization,; and perform su.cl'l du ti es as dovolve 
upon a.n e;::ecutive offi.c.er. He shall 1¥3-VS all the necessary pov;ers to deal 
wl th such si tuati.ans as not covered by this constitution or subsequent amend-
men ts. 

(B) '.I'he Vice-PreaP,dent shall take av·er the President's office in 
~ase it Bha.11 be vacated; be the President's consultant and advisor; edit and 
P":..bli si1.f..0:1fir~ 9 the official organ of' the NFFF; and assist the PreGident in 
the oxo ,;r,2.tim of hia offico a3 is needful. 
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(C} The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep a. record of the membership 
and all activities of the. Fe<;leration; collect and record all payrrent ·and non-pau
:rrent of authorized dues, taxes, or appropriations; distribute and count the 
ballots in all elections occuring during his tenure of office; edit and publish 
the official organ if the Vice-President is unable to do so; and perform all 
duties of a similar nature which will be required of him. 

(D} The Advisory Board shall investigate the credentials of all 
prospective members; devise the examinations; act as a cha ck on the other offi
cers; and act as judici~ry of the federation. The President ma~/ veto any de
cision of the Board, after which a four-fifths majority of the Board will be 
ne cessa.ry to override the veto. All decisions of the Board I!nlst be submitted 
to the President before the decisions become final.. · . · 

(E} If both the Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer shall b e 
unable to edit and/or .publish tba official organ, a special officer shall be ap
pointed from volunteers by . the President. 

ARTICLE VII - Privileges - All members in good ~tanding shall be entitled to 
run for office, vote in all elections , receive a.lll official publications, use 
the name of the organization on stationery, lette.t'heads, or any other honorable 
way, be granted appropriations for tha furtheranpe . of approved NFFF projects; 
and participate in all other activities or benefi~e. 

ARTICLE VIII - Elacti ons (4 )Elections shall be hQ~d by mail. Candidates for 
offices shall secure their nominations by filing their intentions, signed by 
ten membors, with the Secretary-Trea.suror at lea.rt one month before the date 
of" elections . All votes to be cou:..rited shall be on hand . wi 'th the Secretary-

. Treasurer three weeks after the ballots are maijl.ed. · All votes received after 
the closing date shall not be counted . 

(B) To be elected to office, a can~date must receive a suffic
ie:r{t number of votes cast to equal the imj ori ty or the an tire memborshi:p.. Oth
wi so a rocount shall be required 9 and if checking with original count, a sec
ond election sha.11 be held. 

(C} Candidates for re-election shal~ be required to obtain signa
tures of twenty members for · their nompia.tions. 

(D} If a. member cannot $how the Secretary-Treasurer good · reason 
for failing to vote in three consecutive electic11B, said member shall be susp
ended from all activity in the NFFF, ~1less he sha.11 be reins ta.tad by unanimous 
consent of the Advisory Boa.rd. 

(E) Balloting shall be secret unloss a ma.Jority of the 'membership 
shall request an open .ballot to .be declared by! the President or som3 other 
officer, should the President also be mistrusted. 

ARTICLE IX - Amendments - Amendments to this Consti tU:tion shall be proposed in 
writing, signed by five members. The or.igillal shall. be sent to the President, 
and copies to the other offi 03ro~ $uch amendmonta shall be voted on at the 
ne~\:t election, . unless the President shall· order' a special .vo-te. A majority 
vote of the entire membership shall be necessa~r for the adoption of amend
ments. 

ARTICLE X - Expulsions - ,Any qfficer or member may be expelled from the organ
ization by a maj ori t;/ vote of the entire mernbersqip . Any m:imbor (not ' an offi
cer) may be oxpoliod by Un8Zl.imous vote of all tha officers. 

Submitted by.. 
Art Y/idner Jr 
May 8 9 1941 

(B). Any member exposed a.o uaing a pseudonym or fictitious 
character as another member in order to vote for himself 
or for a:ny reason subrni tting said pseudonym as an actual 
member of the NFFF, ohall be, expelled inm"Bdiately from 
office 9 and from rrembership alao if the remain ill?; member
ship so votes. 
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by ~rt V/idner Jr· 

Fan organizations have come and gone since the First ~an heard of the Sec
ond Fan, and perhaps this one 1fiil 'be like the rest. A great many fans, in 
spite of their support ani approval, seem to think so. They have good-nat~
edly kidded ma about "lofty purposes", "fo.ndom awa.ka 11 overworked idealism, 
etc. But I think most of them, underneath their skepticism, would like to see 
the NFFF be come a working·, practi cal, rea.li ty, even , as I do. 

However, there is one thing that must change-at least partly~befor e 
the NFFF or any other organization of fandom as a whole, can sue coed. As I said 
in an editorial in no. 5 Fanfare, it is · an attitude-a state of mind. This isa 
rather vague and nebulous quantity to pin down and go to work upon, but theie 
seems to be a definite ctrend among ma.ny of the old time fans to ma in tain (as a 
matter of showing their grea·t wisdom and sagacity) that there is no purpose for 
which to organize: at least no concrete purpose. They hold that the much-used 
phrases, "bettering conditions in stfl' etc, are so much hot air, .. and to'o uns:.ib- · 
stantial for the basis of a true organization. I agree with the latter saying. 

Vlha t, than., shal 1 be o'lir basic concept and, · purpo sa? 
I think organization in itself to be a laudable purpose. Fans are noted 

as parsons who· "do" things. It has bean proven enough times in past history, 
I believe, tha~ 'hunan beings who are organized are more able to "goat things 
done" than those v.ho are not, whether i t is fighting a war, or building ·a 
house. Let the "concrete" purposes, the 11 things to be done", .come later. I 
have no doubt but that there will be plenty of interesting ideas brought forth 
(the execution of which · the ·nFFF can facilitate considerably.) once :fans are 
brought irora closely together, and· get 11 tha feel of the thirg". 

Another "noble" purpo·se which has been the target of grinning sarcasm, is: 
"Eliminate and preve:q. t confusion an d misunderstanding in fandom11 • 

I thinlc it is selfO-:evidant that this cannot be accomplished in the present 
state of slap-happy anarchy . Not that the latter is so terrible an evil to 
shun-it has served ratheI' well in the past and.would probably continw to do 
so (in a hap-ba.zard sort of v$y) in the future. However? I think it is time 
we had somethi.ng better. . . . . a oe eo oo . . 

The cons ti tutian: of the nFFF is my constitution at present, and I have 
labored to nalce it . as concise 9 intellig:tble, and practicable as was wi1:hin rey 

.Poviers. I believe that it should be as streamlined as possible, as a cumber
some cl.ocumm t, ova'rloaded with 11wheraases" and 11hareuntos11 would shortly be 
li ttla more . than · a piece of pi;i,per. 

Soon, the NFFF constitution v1ill b~ your constitution, and it is up to you 
to improve it, adding your ovm ideas, and throwing a.way ::rnch of mine .as may be 
deerre d unworthy. 

Concerning ,the changes I have made . in the original consti ~uti.on, here are 
a rr few words" 'of axplana ti on:, 

Artic18 II , Section C-: The idea behind that, as far as I know, is some
thine? new i~. ~an organizat.ions. Briefly? it suggusts appropriations~ i ike a 
gover:ruren t, instead of dues? lilce a club. This idea nny not work, but I think 
it worthy of serious consideration . 

If a fan wished to work on a fan an.cyclopedia, far example, but lacked . the 
necassari tima and funds, ha could bring his proposition before the officers 

· of the. NFFF for consideration , togother with a request for such funds and the 
number of fans needed ' to holp. If-the majorit~ of officers approved, the pro
position coulQ. be put before ·the entire rrombership for approval. . If the majo
rity voted .yes, each namber would be required to contribute .his share, which. 
in the case of 100 members, {wh:i dl I think to 'be easily attainable by the end 
of a year l woUl d amount to only five cents per manlier.~ if the appropriation 
requested was five dollars. Or, ten cents for ten dollars. Hov1Svar, I think 
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it might be best if single ·appropriations were limited to five dollars, and a 
second appropriation rna.de for the project if necessary. Members should boost 
the sale of the pro.ject to· outsiders (e.t a slightly higher .cost th~1 that ap
propriated from . members, thus tnaldng: outs iclers .desire.us of j Oining. and in
creasing the strength . of. the organization) whi ch.:would.· help ;reduce. the cost to 
nambers;. . Of course·; •all .member·s would be entitled·· to . free benefits of·-. NFFF 
sponsored·,· or helped, projects. I.t is . ·to be · hoped that members will be of 

. sufficient a.l truist ic inclination to finance the~r proj acts as far as possible 
but spread the'ir b ene fits in the NFFF, and ask for an app ropr ia ti on only as a. 
last resort; Human sE~lfishness ~ as in many other idealistic endeavors., seems 
to be the sole hitch in HFFF l'Jlans 0 but ~'.'!i . . is: worth at least trying to over-
come. . , 

Members need not. be e:X:pelled for non-paynant . of fu.l1ds .{al though those who 
consistently refused ·or neglected to taice part in authorized appropriations, 
etc ? should be dro!iped} if they stated to· the Secretary-Treasurer their .inab
ility . to pay at ·a definite date. Tltey . could· be ' grantad a reasonable extension 
of time (waiting-~for a monthly check;. J;:aymmt of a larg-e debt, etc.). However, 
with such sma.11 sums to pay at · any given. time,- there rea.lly should be no need 
of' anyone defaulting, as.in the case ·of. ·(~ l yearl~ dues to be -pi.id in a lump sum 
as has happened ill other organizations. Parhapf3 more · thana dollar would be 
paid int6 theNFFF Treasury ' by ea.Ch member in the course of a year, but each 
small ·sum would be co'1le cted for a ape ci fie purpose, which again would make it 
psychologically easy ·to pay. At least I · ·find u. easier to . spend a number of 
small amounts · for "defini '00 · things, often, than a ' larger am01.:µ1t occasionally, 
for something rather · indefinite 1 such· a·s 11 dues 11 • This · would mean a larger 
amo'Ullt of work· for the secretary, · but the ' whole purpose of the · NFFF is in 
aoti'V'i ty 9 so it would · be a good . thing for the S~cretary to appoint a .new fan 
as an assistant. . , 

The Treasury, (for the main purpose of' financing Bonfire, of:;t'icial corros-: 
po-ii.den:ce, sticlters, etc.) could reasonably be maintained by · a system of taxa
tion ('again like a .government); This also need ip.ot break the fan's poclcetbook 

·· anci would be dist!'ibuted so that the faris most al>la ·to PaiY would. pay the most. 
For instance, a tax could be levied at a penny per page per. issue on fanma.g 
editors or :publishers. This would .rare:cy amount to much more than 25c par is
:'sue, and a fan who· can afford to .. pulYl is'h a: · fanrna~, can . afford that. · It na.y be 
argued that such a tax ·woul'cl disootirage new fan ~publications and inhibit the 
size of establishe.d ones-. I would say that any fan \vho would reduce his maga
zine several pages., ·merely to avoiCl. a fevr panni~s' · tax would be small loss to 
the organization') and the pages cu.t, and the nevi mags discouraged, would also 
be' smal I loss • True , a. few goQd mes might be lost, but I th ink the idea 
'would v10rk the ''greatest good for the greatest ntmibe·r 11 • 

Some way to tax non-editing faiLs should be arranged, and I admit that I 
haven't thought much about that angle yet. PerhlilrPs a head tax could be arra.n
ged 9 with e~rnmptions to those taking :part in n~-retti.rn NFFF projects, thus 
encouraging activity, and · indirectly paying for labor. 
. As a PS to Il\Y remarks on selfishness above , I' would like to say that all 

·· monies received frora outsiders for lifFFl!' proj acts' .. should be tumed over to the 
· lI'reasury until · the appropriation shall have been pai.d back. 'Tis. lmlikely, 

that anyone will ever roo.lize any cash above . that; but if he does, he certain
ly· deserves it. This shoUl·d effective!~ .eliminate · all! . trace of monetary gain 
for the individual i;n the ' NFFF, and probably al.sf any money-minded members. 

So there you bave what I believe to ' be anothE!l·I' worthy concept for the. NFFF: 
"A gove rnment of tho fans 9 bU the· fans 9' and for tho fansu inst.ead: of just an-

.. other overgrown club. 11 · 

: · Fan ·feuds and 'bulldozing by' mihoritios more or loss como ·togothar. Fan 
foi.Us can oasily ba 'stoppJd ( if tho NFFF ·bocomos tho main organization · in fan
dom) by pieki~g the .participants up by the ocruff o:f the neck, and gently but 
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finnly depos iting them outside the NFFF, where they can squabble all they wish. 
In a ·word-ostraoization. I believe there is no more effective way to deal 
with undesirables than by the . " cold shoulder" method. 

Bulldozing by minority groups and cliques is a. little more difficult to · 
deal with' and must depend largely 011 the alertness and· interestedness of the 
majority, a.!ld par ti cula.rly upon the honesty a..."l.d chara. cter of the officers, so 
members should use their vote ca.rflllly, and not hesi ta. ta to speak their dis,- · 
approvals publicly • . . . 
Article III: The apparently too-strict qualifications for obtaining rrember
ship rray not set exactly right with some. I received two or three very irate 
letters from semi-fans who were angry because they were excluded from becoming 
roombe:rJs by the a.ctivi ty clauses in this article. The NFFF is being founded by 
and for active fans. Otherwise, there would be little point to it. If one 
wants to j oi.."l. som:ithing just for the sake of joining; there a.re tvvo or three 
promag clubs just nnde for that. Y/l:'.ia t I fa. il to ilnders tand, is v1hy these semi 
fans, who read the pro and fan publications, but have no particular desire to . 
become active, should want to join t:1e NFFF, or be .angry when they find they 
can't. The :HFFF can't prevent them from subscribing to fanimgs. They can go 
on reading the pr0s and fans 'UJ.'l til Dooms o.ay if they '\ti sh. If they do v1a.n t to 
become active, it shouldn't be a. terrific task to become acquainted with three 
members and get recomm3nded. The test should be· designed to cov or a reason
able knowledge of stf, fantasy ; and fandom, but not to be such a sticker that · 
only a veteran of many years standing could make . a. passing grade on it. A 
sample test for your approval will oo included elsewhere in this issue. 

I would suggest that Advisory Board consider membership in the CFS (or 
whatever yearly convention club is in existence) .Frontier Society, or FAPA, a.s . 
"a.ctivi ty" in most cases, as there a.re some who a.ren' t literary, or rather 
journalistically inclined, \lb.o would still make valuable additions to fandom 
in some other form of activity. Swisher· and his statistical work is a good 
case in Point. 

Article VIII: The unanimous plan of re-election for a. worthy officer is 
not a.s advisable as it seemed at first, because one vote for another candidate 
(vihb might. no·t be so worthy) would be sufficient to spoil the incumbent' s 
chances for re-ele'ction VJhen the majority actually · wanted him. I · think the 
provision of twenty members' signatures for renomination instead of the reg
ular ten; and a definite three-fourths majority for re-eloction instead of a. 
simple majority adoquately covors tho situation. I soo no roa.aon my tho pos
sibility of deposing a good o::ti'ficer (merely because he had served a term) a.nd 
replacing him-·wi th a perhaps poorer officer should be allowed · to exist. 

The ·subject of much discussion at the Boskone was the · manner in which 
crookedness could be eliminated from ·ballot . countmg. If the members are· 
wide-awake,' I don't thmk it woul d be very · easy to . do any under cover dir't°IJ 
work. Open balloting was sug€Jested. That is all right ·9 but I regard it (and 
I thinlt JTD.ny others do too) that it is a voter's inheront right to have his 
vote . kept secret. So .I have mc::i.do tho provision fou.ndin section E ~ 

.· A few worcfa ab out Bonfire . It should be published as often as ne ces sa.ry 
and practicable, (suggestions ranged from monthly to a.nnuai; I think a more or 
less compromise of bi-monthly is the best idea) by the Vice-President or Sec
retary-Treasurer. It will probably.be·.4-8 pages, whi dl should not be too much 
of a ,job • . It should contain .an up-:-tb-date list of the names and addresses of 
all members 9 ballots for all elect ions 9 applications fo.r appropria.t ions, fin
ancial statement? results of previous · elections, suggostions by members of 
projects to be undertaken, proposed amondmonta to tho conatit.ution, tosts for 
pr9spoctivo members and ma.rlrn of nollly accoptod m001bors, and .all kinds of stuff 
like that thoro. 



6 BONFIRE 
EXPLANATION ... 

Here i a,re .some suggestions a.n_d remarks by other fans: 
BOB TUCKER: . "I 'do. not:'believe ' any of us so-ca.lle_d big µ~s shou~d hold 

an authoritative position.where 11e Cill1 cause possible harm . .. I ~ow qui-ta well 
that some . "big names" wouldn't think of doing anything dBnia.ging, but on the · 
other hand ·. there are 'plenty who would , as past .even ts prO-Ve. And how are YOU 
to lcnow beforehano. v1h9 is going to turn out to be angels' arid who will 'be . dev-
ils?" · · · . " · · '· · · . · '. 

The ·last sentence i~ true · in a broad sense, but it ha~n' t much bearing on 
the rest of it. New fans eould sabotage the works just · as ' easily as old ones 
especially if certain -"old ones" .were. behind them out of sight. I would cert-· 
ainly rather trust the Tuckers :and .~:larners and Ackermans rather ,than newcomers 
I knew very little. ab.out. · · · ' 

· A1'T UNKNOWN ADMIRER: 11Here is three bucks. Buy the NFFF some · pretty 
sticlters." Thanx a million,. Unk. . 

:; . 
DOC LOWNDES: "! suggest that ·che ' NFfi'.F,have mailing~ similar to. the FAPA. 

That is ~ the editor . of the official organ .willm~il o_ut (along~vith'. the _organ) 
copies ·Of any publication by ' any member who (al ·13ends sufficient .copies and (b} .. 
sufficient postage. . · . · 

"Purpose of suggested act.ion: To insure · a fl;'Se press and stra.igh"t handl
ing in the NFFF. The e-.;eparience of all clubs itl . the past has shovm 'that· wl\o
ever publishes the official organ -is actuall;y the i:srson running the club. The 
official organ can .p11blish yfuat it lilrns and reject what 'it likes. It can 
make the cli.ib opini::n that of its editor 9 and , the. members ,(a} cannot kn.ow 
whether it's on the . level, and (b.) have no comeback save the roundabout means 
of vrri ting .to every member. However 9 mailings ' of'. . mate;ria.3: with. ~e official 
organ. takes. • "free. voice to all" out of the orato;rical, f.ormal sense, ·a n: d 
makes : it practic9.l. In line with this, of course, the _offic.ial editor s~ould 
be: re.quired to give a complete list of NFFF rrembers, names and addresses~ ev-
ery quarter. · . . . · . . · , 

• . ' 1 The actual e'xtra. work on the shoulders of the official editor will not 'b'e 
great. Also, it's doubtful if you'll have very large mailings as ea.ch member 
has to foot the bill -for his own publication in this rratter. 11 • • 

· ·. LOUIS RUSSELL CBA~T: "I sur; ges t that the president when elected sub
mit the .co;nstitution as is, · but v1ith any arrend,ments , or changes he considers 
desirable;. to the Board • . The Boa1·d wi ll then ·pass on the charge's 9 or rrake 

. ohange.s of its own, ~nd fue . cmstitution as accepted by ·a 4/5 majorit:,rof the 
.. Boa.re~ will then b.e 'the'.. legal constitution of the . Nli1FF., and published as suoh 
in the ()rgan . of the federation 9 ' £Or which I suggest the name Bonfire (.Bullet'-

.. in. of the NFFF. = BONFFF = BONFIRE.} . · .,· ·. .. · ·. 
"I favor - ~ moiithly 4-:-p~e publication, · and ~ls~ classification _of members 

into A.cti v e. Memb~rs pay ing 50 c dues 9 re oeivin·g each monthly. b:u.lle.tin , having 
right to v.ote , hold. of'fice ," etc. , and Affilia:ted Members, those who are inter
ested, but mable to pay dues:, ·_ and who might r.ecetve. the off~ciB.l,'. organ four 

, t:i,mes a year only • .', -via co·ula. put specia1· item13 t~tp each thira, ·nmnber, re
:porti~g on activities .calculated to · induce . su.oh, non-paying. members :to pay up 
f'tll ly .• " ' .. : ' . . . ., ; . 

GERRY DE · LA ' fil)E: ··" i1J)oas the ' NF.i!"'F·plan t•o attempt to .boycott any·new fap.-
ma.gs such as you ·suggested fandom should -do :in ,ypur ·le,tter to.,YoM?'i · 

The answer is an emphatic NO! Anyone who ca.res to check up (112 Voice · 'of 
the _Il'I'agi-Na ti.on~ ·P8.be 6) . ·will s ee ·. that Gerry . is · J.a.l?oring under. a 'fals.e im: 

. pression. i;eitner.the \1ord ·0 boyoott11 nor the MFFF.was Ill3nti6ned or ~van re
motely referred to • . I merely · made a. saraasticomm;)nt. to the effect that he 
should :postpone Sun. Spots until · he 'learned. how to . si;:elL By what st'retch ·of 
the ima.6ination .he canriect~ '!;hat with '-boyootting or the .NFFF I don't lm0\7 9 but 
one· thing I wish to point out· ·1~- that . the 'llFFF shc:ru1d. no:t .attempt to interf~re 
with .the rights of the · ::individual ·. · That would be disastrous. 

hnl~ to th~ . :many otM:i:' "fa:ns ··who sent .iii sug~stions. 'lhey were all .good, 
;. ·r: ,, 
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reasonable, and shoYrnd evidence of constructive thinking yf.:lich is wl1at we need 
to nB.ke th,e NFFF a success. I hope those whose offerings I did not put in 
this article {as I promised in some·. case·s) \1iH not. feel slighted. Several of 
them I incorporated directly into the constitution 9 and felt t:1ey neec.led noe::
planation. I have done my best to. start an efficients f'u...'lctioning organiza
tion that \Yill go places and do th.ings. I'm just another membe:t now. It's up 
to you to take over. · 

Here is the NFFF: ! hope you like it. 

o o o o o o o 1t o o o o o o • ea• o o o o o o a o o o o 1 o. o 41 a " o e _tJ o o e o o o o o o o • o o o o o o o b o a ti o et o b o o • • o o .a o o o o .o o o 

SAMPLE TE!ST FOR P.ROSPECTI7E MEMBERS 

1 "17hat ·was the first magazine to publisl1 science-fiction exclusively?· 
2 Vlha t was the date of the firs .t issue of above magazine? 
3 ·a110 is generally cmceded to be the no . 1 fan in the US? 
4 Harne three prominent British fans . 
5 lira.me t'i.1e editors of the follovd,ng ~;>1° 0· magazines: Comet, Unlmo'l:vn, Weird 
Tales, Future '.Fiction, Famous F·a:ntasti c My:steries. 
6 Name the editors ·of the followi,ng fanma.gs: .§.P.acewg.y:s 9 Voice of th.e I~i-
11at ion, Fantasy TI'ictionField . Oon1et . S'nio.e. 
7 Tfl10 is the author of the Jules De Grandin series? 
8 Name the "Skylark11 trilogy ancl the author . 
9 Under what pseudonym did J~h:n !;/.Campbell? .Jr.~ write many stories?. 

· 10 Harne five stf or fa...'lta.sy .artists now illu'strating. 

On0 questions of two or more parts $ . like questions 4 9 5 26? and 10 9 a . certain 
percentage should be all owed ea ch part correct. For instance, with 10,h given 
for a . fully correct answer, .- a. fan giving all but one editor on question five ~ 

should not lose out ~ntirely 9 but be allowed Sp for that question. 

ooo:toooo"o o eooooaa oooo•ooooo•oooee1 0ooooo~ ' o ooo .,on oeoooon ..,o o l'J oOoOODOOODD00•9oooo 

P~ S. Q,uotes from letters just re c6ived from Paul Klingbiel (Director:. TH E 
:BRONTIER SOCIETY) and E. Everett Evans (Chief Comnruni ca.ti ons Officer: THE GAL.J.. 
ACTIC ROAMERS) ma.lee rather interesting reading in their relations· to tho NFFF: 

EVANS: a.a.re you or a...11y otl1ers interostGd in NFFF worldng on a long-range 
program in which all fan clubs ."ca.;.1 co-operate , towards the betterirx?; the con
dition of Fantasy and Science Fiction? · Now that we a.re getti~ the GALACT
IC RO.Ali&RS worki:ng 9 the Detroit Science Fictioneers are beginning to get going 
strong ; and now that we are beiginning to get start ed. on our Mi C:.1ifans 9 v/9 want 
to lmowwhat the country . as. a. whole is doing? and hOU\79 can help and aid in 
t..1.at oork• If you have time ? ·vrill you please try am get me a letter telling 
What is COOking 9 and hOW Y/9 ca.n be St bring in S0Il18 more fir9-\l00d? 11 

Uell? there are severa.l .big 9 or 'long-range programs that · are needed and 
which I wilt suggest if no one else does once we have the fonna.1- 'o·rga.nization 
of 'che l\TFFF set up. GR can .than offer assistance by do!fating · time~ labor, or 
money? or all t~1ree to such of 'the pi-:ojects as strikes foeir fancy. 

One thing, i1oweve r 9 whi d1 all tl1e clubs s11ouHl decide upon rig:1 t a;va;y , is 
17here they ·would. iil~e the 1942 Con'Vention to be 11eld, tl1en instruct their del
egate to the DENVEN!ION how· to vote 9 or if none of theip club can go 9 to se
lect a fan they trust 9 and WhO they lU10YT Will be . there and VO~~ the wa:y they 
>1ish , Three cities thus far have bid for the 1942 affair: \7asl1ington., Los An
geles 9 and San Francisco • . If any ·fa;.1 or group .of fans wish ma to be their de
legate? I v1ill cast my vote and. theirs for WASHINGTON IN 1942~ · " 

KLINGBIE:L: 11As long as I aJ.n Director of THE ERON TIER SOCIETY you can 
count on myi support of tl1e NFFF. lffi.O:iJTIZR SOCIZT'I is n0\7 "Fandom' s on:cy Labo-
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ratory';. I'm going to try to :produce an organization in Fandom whose purpo s e 
will be to .ti •••• devote itself to whatever scientific interests exist in Fandom' 
so, for gosh sakes, Ar·t, send me Rothman' s address. There's heai:e of things 
to be done, and 'Time's· aua.stin" -let's got" · . . . · · 

One other item on rey own hook. Evar'y important club is supporting. t h e 
NFFF noY1, with the· ~xception ·of the usually co-operative Angeleno~ s. · · 

O • • II • • • o • o • •I • o • a 1· a o o o • • o • •'ii • t a 1 • o o • o I a o • • • t o o • o o • o • • • o o • o o a• o o • o • o o • o • • • • • • • • 

MEMBERSHIP LIST OF · 'lHE NJB'.IW 

1 Damon F Knight - 143 N. High St., · Salem, Oregon. 
2 Art Widner Jr - Box 122, Bryantville, Mas.s.achusetts. 
3 Robert \7. Lowndes - l42 W. 103rd St., New York, New York. 
4 Ray J. Sienkiewicz - 312 E_lm St., Scranton, Pennsylvania.. 
5 ·:dlartrude kuslan - 170 Washi'ngton Ave.; West Haven, Connecticut . 
6 Phil Bronson - 224 W. 6th St., Ha.stings, Minnesota. 
7 Ross Rocklynne - 1110 Wm. H. Taft Road, Cincinnati., Ohio. \ 
8 Lu.uis Russell Cha.uvenet - Tallwood Plantation, Esmont, Virginia. 
9 Louis Kuslan - 170 Washington Ave., We.st Haven,. Corme cti out.: . 

10(: Joseph Gilbert - 3600 Grand St., .Columbia, _ South Ca.rol~a.. · · : 
11 Donn Bra~ier - 3031 N. 36th St., ·Milwaukeo, Wis cons in~ · 
12 Charles A. Beling - La Roche St., Harrington -Park, New ·Jersey. 
13 Donald B. Tholl'!Pson - 2302 U St·., Lincoln, Nebraska. 
14 Low Martin - 1258 Race St., Denver, Colors.do. 
15 Joseph Fortier ~ . 1836 39th Ave., Oakland, California. 
16 Thomas Wright - 1140 Bu.sh Ave., Martinez, California. 
17 Elmer Perdue - 617 B St., Rock Springs, Wyoming. 
18 Edward.E. ·Smith - 313 Homecrest Road, Jacltson,)Uchigan • . 
19 E. Everett Evfuls .... 191 Capt~a.l Ave., N. w. ·, ·Battle · Oroak, Michigan. 
20 Jolm L. Millard""' f 17 w. Gans on St., Jackson, Michigan. · 
21 Larry B. Farsaci ·- 48 Lewis ·st., Rochester? New York. 
22 Julius Unger - 170 Dahi 11 Road; Brooklyn, New York. 
23 Donald A. Wollheixn .,. 244 VI . 7Ll..:th St., New York, New York. 
24 Cyril F. Kornbluth - 506 W. 213th St., Ne;; York, New York. 
25 Jolm Michel - 14.2 ·fl· 103rd St., New York, NeY1 York • 

. 26 Jack Gillespie - 8~ Wadsworth Terrace, New Yor~, New York. 
27 Richard Wilson ... ~l E. 6lst St., . Nevr York, New York· 
28 . Robert Studley -4 2ll.O w. 109th St., New York, Nevi York. 
29 Arthur Sehnert _. 791 Maury St. ·, Memphis 1 .Tennessee. 
3Q .. . Harry Warner, Jr. ,. - 303 Bryan Place, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
31 Charles n.· TannM" - Branch Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

-. 32 1.Hi:fil s ch.unmm - 276'f'l N. 41st st., 1~11'vauke·e ~ Wis cons in .• · 
33 Charles Hansen ... Route 1 9 Ba;~ · 103, Woodland, Washington. · 
34 Jack Speer """ 3416 Northampton, N. w. , W~shington, D. · C. 
35 Harry Jenkins ... 2409 Santee Ave., Columlj>ia i. South Carolina.. 
36 Richard J. Kuhn - 13598 Cheyenne St ·., Detroit, Michigan. 
37 Lynn Bridges - 7730 Pitt st ·.,' Apt. 7, Detroit, Michigan. 
38 ·Bob Tuc1ter - Ba.~ 260, Bloomington, Illinois. · · 
39 Francis Paro - -125 W. 6th St., South Booton, ·Massachusetts. 
4.-0 David ICyle - Monticello, New York. . · · 
4;1 · Mary c. ·Gray - Box. 6475, Los Angeles, Cflifornia. 
42 Chris ·E •· Mulrain . - 58 E; Ch'Urch st., Absecon, New Jersey. 
43 Edwin 'E'. Counts :- 298 N. Washihgtan "St., Battle Creek·, Michigan. 
44 Robert .D. Swisher - 15 Ledyard Road, \7ilichester; Massa~usetts. 
45 Milton A. Rothm:m ·- 1730 P St. t ll8:shington·, D.· C • . 
46 H. c. Koenig - 2 East End Ave., NGw Yor~t, New Yolk. 
47 l!'red Hurter - St. Andrews College, Aurora, O.ntario, Canada.. 
48 Earle Barr Hanson - 228 s. w. 34thAve., ·Miaini;-Florida. 

. ' 
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49 James Bush - 1978 36th Ave. 9 Oakland, Califomia. , .. 
50 Lous Goldstone - 269 16th Ave. , San Francisco, Califottlia. 
51 Jack Fields - . 831 Escobar St., Martinez, California. , 
52 George· Robson - c/o Tom Wright - 1140 Bush Ave., M~tinez, Calif. 
53 Cla.rrissa M. Stni th - 313 Home crest Ave., Jackson, Michigan. 
54 Henry A. Ackermann - 5200 Maple Ave., Baltimore,, Maryland. 
55 Robert Jones - 281 14th Ave., Columbus, Ohio. · 
56 Ray D. Bradbury - 3054 1-2 VI. 12th St., Los Angeles, California. 
57 Nicholas E. Kenealy - 235th Separate QM Co., Hamilton Field, Calif. 
58 Hymn Tiger - 350 Osborne St., Brooklyn, ·New York. · 
59 Scott Feldman - 67-69 Amboy St., Brooklyn, New York. 
60 Eugene Jorgensen · - 2015 Harrington Ave., Oakland, Cal ifomia. 
61 Robert Jordan "'." 831 Central Ave . , Alameda, California. 
62 Dale Tarr - 529 Elm St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
63 Robert A. Mad.le - 333 E. Belgrade St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
64?· Forrest J Ackerman - 236 1-2 N. New Hampshire, Hollywood, Calif. · 

9 
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PLATFORM WR OFFICE nr THE NFFF 

President •••• • •••••••• Tom Wright 
Vice-~resident ••••••• Bob Studley 

( 1) Yle sincerely believe th~t the NFFF is the cnly worthwhile solution to the 
fan s i tuation today. We th ink that if every one co-opora tes with tho NFFF to 
the best of his ability , that there w·il l. be a new era. in fandom. There will 
be new enthus i a sm, and therefore, progress will be made. Pregress through un
ited effort. 
(2) We believe that the NFF.F shoul d have a certain amount of control over the 
fan world. Not the officers, understand, but the club as a whole. We think 
that certain undesirable fans, who can't seem to get along wi.th the fan field 
in general, should bo more or less exiled from .fandom. Simply ignored • . 
( 3) As far as we know,- we have no fan enemies and have never· engaged in a fan 
feud . We plan .to stay this way;have peaceful re~tions with all. · 
(4) One thing we are staunchly for is a domocratic organization, and v1e shall 
do all in our power to make it entirely so. We will welcome aid and sugges
tions from all, and we shall be able to work together as well as any two fans , 
since we have been on the best of terms for a long time. · · 
( 5) We think vie are v1ell qualified for the off~ces. As far as activity goes: 
wo both pu.t ·out a fan.mag; ~10 havo had mator~el in too Jil[lny mags to mmiti011; .we 
both hold important club officos; and vm both belong to tho il!!Portan t fan .org-

. anizations. We are willing to g ive up other work in . order to devot'e more time 
to the activities of this organization. · 

••••• 0 0 0 •• D •• D II 0 0 • 0 0 •••• 0 ••• II 0 0 0 • 0 0 D 0 0 0 ~ 0 • '• D 0 0 • G 0 0 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 0 0 • 0 D a • 0 • 0 • a • 0 D 0 .o 0 • 0 

. PLATFORM FUR PRESIDENCY OF THE NFFF 

Louis Russell Chauvenet 

I. I . believe that all fantasy fans have conmon . interests in the promotion 
and betterment of science and .fantasy fiction , and · tria:t the NFFF will promote 
these common interests. · · 

II. I believe that there is an intellectua1 case for the encourao~ment of 
speculative and imaginative fiction 9 and that this case will receive better 
hearing if backed by a responsible group of fans With an adult outlook. 
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III. I believe that soience and fantasy fiction as a field of literature 
can nake small progress unless ' the adherents of this field are capable of pro
moting it in a nu.ture m:uine·r, and I believe that the NFFF is .de.stined to play 
a highly important role in fandom' s coming of age. . 

IV . I believe that the. l'TI!'FF must and will be a vol,untary association of 
fantasy fans in their' common interests, and th~t it must and will act for "'..tl'le 
benefit of fandom in general, and remain entirely beyp:nd : the · c?ntrol of any 
individual or minority group. . . 

v. I believe that personal diff'erendes between fantasy fans over s:trictly 
non-sf and non-fantasy. natters have no place in any fan organization . 

VI. Because a primary fi.mction of the NFFF must be to i.mite ~antasy fans, 
I believe that no individual who has been prominently associated with the 
feuds and controversies of the past should hold' important offi·ce in the NFFF. 

VII'. I believe that I . 8lil qualified to serve a term a.s President Qf the 
NFFF if ale cted , because of my interest in science and fantasy fiction which 
has extended over a period of ten years, because .o f my faith in .the NFFF and 
detennination to do all· in my pov1er to make it successful, whether as~. an of
ficer or member, because I have never taken part in: the acrimonious quarre 1 s 
which have disrupted fan organizations in the past, and because I have neither 
prejudice against nor enmi ty for· a.ny fan in the field today. . . 
• • 9 o o o o " o o o o o D o o o o o ., o o e • C) o o o o o a a o o ~ " o l!i 6 o e o o o • o o ~ o o o • o • o • o o • • o o o • o o o o o o • e 1 • • . . o o • . 

' I 

NOTE 

by 

damon lm ight 

The seed fromwhichNFFlt'happened to germina~ was my article, "Unite or 
F~e!0 , which was published in the Oct., 1940 ,Fanfa.re. rt .might have . been any 
one of a hundred. · other notions.· of the same sort, . for my idea wa~ not original 
or even well-e~ressed. But Ir\)1 article fell i.pan ·fertile soil; and so, here 
is ·NFFF. · · · . , 

ilia impcrtant thing, t think, is that this was bound t o hapPep.. .If we had 
not begun it when we did, somebody elBe woul'Cl h$.ve., soone.r or later. 

Fandom is continually evolving • . Nor 0118 whG knows anything of the history 
of fandom in tl1e last .tan years can doubt tha.t that t.s so. First . came letter
wri ting, then local clubs, then fanzines 9 then national, clubs and conventions. 
NOy7, it niay be, we are standing ori the threshold. of a new era~ at , ·whose possi
•bili ties we· can only guess. It. ·may be tha t fandom is .only now coming .of age. 

And it m.ey be that in this coming of· age the ·-National Fantasy ~,an Federa
tion will pla.y an important part. · At any rate • this much \re 'kllow: NFFF is a 
step in the right direction. 

It may be that now we shall have for keeps the things · we ·have ·wanted, 
most of us, for years: a united front toward~ tl~e outside world; an active 
voice · in the improveIIl3nt of professional fantafl!Y; internal harmony and coeop
eration. 

A.nd . cer~ainly thes~ things .S!! be, if only 'nough of us want them suffici-
ently to work for than together. · . '. · ' · · 
• o o o • a • • o o o o o • o f o o e o a o o a ' o ~ s o o 111 o o • o -o D D o I o ,& e. ..: o " • ·= o o 'e QI o o 0 o o· o • e • o. • a c a o o Q t1 o o ·o o • o o a 

, 
This is-:-or has been--vol. · 1 9 no . l of Bonfire~ Bulletin of th.a Na.tional ·Fant
asy Fan Federation, June 9 1941. Conjured up and dummied by Art Vlidner Jr . and 
stenciled and pUblished b-y Harry- ·;tamer , Jr.f address· comments to the former. 
This issue is being mailed to e.11 membGrs of tha NFFF 9 FAPA 9 & Frontier Society 

" 
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OFltIOI.A.L BALLOT 

FOR ~U:WE 7 1941 ltFFF ELECTION ' 

For President: (vote £cfr one) 
TOM VI.RIGHT , 
LOUIS RUSSELL CHAUVENE T 

For Secretar-;J-Treasurer: (vote for one) 
NLMillR PERDUE 

For Vice-President: 
RO:Sffit T STUDLEY 
l?m'GO 

For Advisory Board: 
JOSEBI GILBERT 
LOUIS KUSLAN 
MILIDN ROTHMAN 
J ACE: S.1?EE:R 

For 1942Convention City: 
S1U1" lffi.ll.NCISCO , CALI:mllNIA 

'w7 .. '1.SHINGTON 9 D. C. 
LOS 11.NGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

(vote for one) HiIL BRONSON 
ROB.3RT W. LOWNDES 
JOSEPH FOR TIER 
DALE TARR 

For Method of Financing tlle NFFF: 
DUES 
TAXATION 

{vote for one) _ 

(vote for five) 

oooooooooool)ooooooooooeoooaiooopoooaioocaoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo ' 

(Fill out this ballot fully and mail AT ONCE to .la.rt Widner Jr 7 Box 122, Bry
antville 9 Massachusetts. Do not use a copy or facsimile; this is the le ga 1 
ballot and must be used for your vote to be valid and counted. VOTE AT ONCE) 


