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This month’s roundup:
— Part XIll of the Zion’s Fiction reviews: The last sections and concluding remarks
— Special guest contributor Eli Eshed (in Hebrew): Love and Robots — Part |
As usual, interesting tidbits from various websites

- Your editor, Leybl Botwinik

No one calls me anymore ... or writes ... Maybe next month, we’ll have some email to share. Be well!

Some fun from the Websites:

And you thought you'd seen it all... So what else is new?
12 Hidden Sci-Fi Movies You've Probably Welcome to the future: 11 ideas that
Never Seen went from science fiction to reality
Alcohol allergic aliens! Food that eats you! Cops vs parasites! These modern-day technologies appeared in science fiction decades
... Er... A talking skeleton? before their time.

By Lee Cavendish, All About Space
As far as hidden movies go, the sizeable magazine March 2020

budgets generally required by science fiction
flicks mean the genre is less likely to produce an | Science fiction has always been a medium for

overlooked gem than, for example, horror. In futuristic imagination and while different

the case of spooky movies, meagre production | colored aliens and intergalactic travel are yet
values mean that due to the sheer number of to be discovered, there is an array of

horror films being churned out at any given technologies that are no longer figments of
time, there will inevitably be a few diamonds in | the imagination thanks to the world of science
the rough. In comparison even the most fiction.

grounded sci-fi is likely to require a pretty
decent special effects budget, to say nothing of | Some of the creative inventions that have

the production design necessitated by more appeared in family-favorite movies like "Back
ambitious world building. to the Future" and "Total Recall," are now at
However despite this the genre has been home | the forefront of modern technology. Here are
to a handful of often-unseen flicks which are a few of our favorite technologies that went
well worth seeking out. from science fiction to reality.

Continue at: Continue at:

https://whatculture.com/film/12-hidden-sci-fi-

2 https://www.space.con/science-fiction-turned-
movies-youve-probably-never-seen?page=1

reality.html
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If you’ve got time to read — these look good: The more the “mirth”ier

The Best Recent Science Fiction And 10 Best Sci-Fi Comedy Movies That

Fantasy — Review Roundup Blend The Genres Perfectly
e The Rearranged Life of Oona Lockhart by | Sci-fi and comedy are two genres that can blend better than you
Margarita Montimore; might imagine. These films prove that there is a perfect middle
e The Lost Future of Pepperharrow by ground!
Natasha Pulley; By Kath Leroy MAR 2020
e By Force Alone by Lavie Tidhar; o )
Providence by Max Barry; Movies like to blend various genres, mostly

because it allows them to be more interesting,
to play with the audience's expectations and
sometimes turn them against them. Even
though movies belonging into a single genre
See reviews here: can still work, and they often do, the real fun
https://www.thequardian.com/books/2020/mar/13/science- | Nappens when you'll create a graceful mixture
fiction-fantasy-review-roundup of two or more genres. Sci-fi comedies are one
example of these.

® House of Earth and Blood

By Sarah J Maas

Well, that was short ... so’s this:
They take humorous aspects and bring them

5 Sci-Fi and Horror Shorts to Help Fill into a sci-fi environment (or the other way

That No-New-Movies Void around). There are many sci-fi comedies
available, but the following 10 are some of the

By Cheryl Eddy May 2020 best and you should give them a shot.

No new blockbusters out right now? Although most of the films spotlighted here
Don’t worry, they’ll return to theaters (once are probably pretty well known, the last 3 in
theaters themselves return) one of these days. the last are probably not - at least new for me

(though I think the very last one, Critters, was
hyped up and quite popular in North America
at the time of its release in 1986. The other
two are:

- Memoirs of an Invisible Man

- Les Visiteurs (from France, with 2 sequels)

In the meantime, why not turn your attention to
some new genre shorts; they may be brief, but
they’re still capable of stirring emotional reactions
worthy of any full-length feature.

See films here:
https://i09.gizmodo.com/5-sci-fi-and-horror-shorts-to- https://screenrant.com/best-sci-fi-comedy-movies-blend-
help-fill-that-no-new-mov-1843262841 genres-perfectly/

20 Best Sci-Fi Video Games of All Time

There are many different genres of games to choose from, but

| Sci-Fi games just have that undeniable magnetism to them. The
potential prospect of an intergalactic adventure is always going
to catch gamers eyes and get our imagination racing.

In the right hands, Sci-Fi games can seamlessly transport
players to alien worlds where they can meet new and interesting
characters and species. They can make us ponder deep philosophical questions, present us with
complex problems, or give us the ride of our lives. It can allow developers to combine elements of
many other genres of games in order to create something based of an already tested and successful
formula, or something entirely new and original.

See: https://whatculture.com/gaming/20-best-sci-fi-video-games-of-all-time?page=1
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Ever wonder what might have been?
Here are some scenarios, courtesy of science fiction

By Silvia Moreno-Garcia and Lavie Tidhar
March 12, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. GMT+2

HOMGAN AMAZON ORIGINAL SERIES

HE MAN IN THE

[HST

OF THE nEGO IIJ-

MARY ROBINETTE KOWAL
T:HAE
P C A LCULATING

STHRS

Ealas o e N S S

PHILIP K DICK

What if the Nazis had won World War 11?
What if the space race had never ended?
What if...?

Alternate history novels take significant events and ask how things might have
turned out differently. At their worst, these books may seem like an empty exercise
in world building. At their best, they can offer an insightful examination of history
and a commentary on our present day. Like a funhouse mirror, alternate history can
cast back our own reflection back at us and make it both wondrous and strange.

The granddaddy of the genre may be Philip K. Dick’s “The Man in the High Castle”
(1962). Dick’s elegiac examination of various actors in an America divided between
the Japanese Empire and the Nazis remains compelling today, and has spawned a

successful TV series.

Several writers, such as the venerable Harry Turtledove, have made alternate
history their main output — be sure to take a look at his Worldwar series, in which
an alien invasion in the midst of World War Il irrevocably changes history.

But more typically a writer will produce only a single work or two in the genre.

“The Calculating Stars” (2018) by Mary Robinette Kowal, an alternate history of the
American space program, swept up all the major genre awards, including the
Sidewise — an award specifically for alternate history. Given annually since

1995, Sidewise winners include “Underground Airlines,” by Ben Winters and Ken
Liu’s short story “The Long Haul.” So which books would we nominate?

Read more here (including about several Israel / Holocaust related stories):
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/ever-wonder-what-might-have-been-here-are-some-
scenarios-courtesy-of-science-fiction/2020/03/11/e9577206-62d9-11ea-b3fc-7841686¢5¢57 story.html
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Love, Sex, and Robots (Part 1) — Eli Eshed

We are pleased to present the first part of a paper by special guest Eli Eshed, probably Israel’s
foremost expert on everything there is to know about ‘pop[ular]-culture’
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Eshed]. He periodically publishes interesting articles and
reviews in Hebrew on his website “Yakum Tarbut” and has contributed to CyberCozen in the
past.

The article is in Hebrew, so I’ll introduce Eli Eshed’s interesting presentation with a short
summary:

Mor Hanai is a young talented film director who produced a short SF film about the near
future, about intimate relationships between humans and robots. Until recently, SF films were
not too popular in Israel. The annual “Utopia” film fest offers Israeli filmmakers the
opportunity to present their works. Her film “Update” has won her several prizes.

The topic of a human falling in love with a quasi-human is not new. As far back as 100 BC, the
Roman poet Publius Ovidius Naso, known as Ovid, wrote about the relationship between a
Phoenician King Pygmalion and a statue of a beautiful woman that came to life. Then there is
a story from the middle ages of the knight Tristan whose wife Isolda dies, and he has a giant
create a living statue of her. In a 17™" century Jewish literary piece by Shlomo Del Medico, he
tells about the poet Shlomo Ibn Gvirol who creates a female servant and has an intimate
relationship with her... He then brings two more examples: a story by Lester Del Ray (1938)
and the Bicentennial Man by Isaac Asimov.
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To be continued in an upcoming issue
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“Zion’s Fiction” ed. TeitelBaum & Lottem
— Part XII1: Concluding Remarks

- Reviewed_by Leybl Botwinik (Coming to you, from the world’s prime SF nation)

The last sections and concluding remarks

For the past year and a half, I’ve been having a lot of fun
reviewing this fantastic collection of outstanding SF.
When sifting through my various reviews you will find
that | appreciated all the stories (on their own merit). |
did, however, feel that one or two were not what | would
have included as part of the anthology, had | been given
the authority to accept or reject entries for this specific
assembly of representative Israeli SF short stories. On
the other side of the coin, some of the stories were — in
my opinion — exceptionally worthy of inclusion.

Notwithstanding my minor criticism, | would like to share some thoughts on the outstanding work, and
congratulate the two editors, Sheldon TeitelBaum and Emanuel Lottem for their major and groundbreaking
contribution to showcasing Israeli SF to the world through these (mostly) English-language translations.
And we mustn’t forget the amazing and impressive artwork by Avi Katz on both the front and back covers
(particularly the front one), as well as those accompanying each of the 16 stories.

Afterword — by Aharon Hauptman (p.293-295)

In his short, concluding piece, Aharon — who was the editor of “Fantasia 2000 (1978 - 1984), Israel’s
foremost (unfortunately now defunct) Hebrew-language SF magazine — discusses and underscores the
important role of SF in society. He succinctly presents the case as such: “If humans fail to understand our
potential futures, ..., it is mostly due to the failure of imagination, something that the SF community is not
short of.” And later, “Indeed, in recent research activities, ..., imagining wild cards played an important role,
and the project’s work plans explicitly encouraged the researchers to explore SF literature for inspiration.”.

Acknowledgements & About the Contributors (p.296-311)

The final 2 sections of the book contain a two-page presentation of well-deserved thank-you notes to
everyone who assisted in putting together the major work. | would like to add my own thank-you to them as
well, to indicate my appreciation to all who were involved in the production of “Zion’s Fiction”.

This section is then followed by 12 pages of short bios of all the contributors (writers and artist and editors).

Final thoughts

Well, I admit that | will be a bit saddened to not be able to continue my reviews of the short stories — so I will
just add my two cents worth of final — no! Not final — acknowledgement of my own. The anthology “Zion’s
Fiction” should be on every SF lover’s bookshelf. It is but a sampling of a growing interest in both reading
and writing in this genre in Israel, and happily, offered in a well-written translated version — in English. This,
of course provides essential exposure to the outside world, of what SF is like in Israel. Of course, this is only
a sampling. Hopefully, anthology #2 (and on) will be available in the near future. Until then, you should enjoy
and savor these gems, brought to you from the SF Nation of the world, Israel, whose heart is Zion*.

*Zion: For those not too familiar with the concept of “Zion” I found this interesting discussion. Although it tends
to lean a bit too much on the Christian evangelical gospel for my taste, it seems to bring out the ‘facts and figures’
quite correctly, if only briefly: What is Zion? “https://www.gotquestions.org/Zion.html”

For more on the book, “Zion’s Fiction”, see the official website at: http://www.zionsfiction.com/
Also: https://www.amazon.com/Zions-Fiction-Treasury-Speculative-Literature/dp/1942134525/ref=sr 1 1

We’d love to hear your thoughts on the above topics and with your OK, we may publish them!
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