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FROM
THE
CENTER
SEAT

My air conditioner was installed back in June so we
must be in the middle of summer. I'm starting to feel so
burned out [ hardly noticed!

Summer is a great time to take a brief break from
organized (disorganized?) fandom, enjoy the supposedly
warm weather and go on vacation. I've been putting in
some quality time working on my models, too, an
activity [ haven’t had much time for lately.

Some people take the opportunity to attend out-of-
town events while on holiday. Although there was no
MonSFFA meeting last month (the club always takes a
break in July), there are still enough conventions to keep
you busy during the summer months. For me, there was
Rebelcon in e Boston area (July 5-7) and definitely
Toronto Trek (August 2-4). So much for taking a summer
break from fandom! At least I was not involved in
organizing these shows.

I must mention that several Montrealers were
nominated for Aurora Awards this year. They include
Chris Chartier over at Warp 9, Capucine Plourde of the
KIDC, and of most interest to members of this club, our
very own Warp editor, Keith Braithwaite (fanzine
category), SF illustrator and MonSFFA member Jean-
Pierre Normand (artist category) and myself (fan

organizational category). It was nice to be nominated; I
hope you all took the time out to vote, and I hope
MonSFFA members fared well when the votes were
counted at this year’s Canvention in Calgary (July 19-21).
We'll publish the results as soon as we get them from the
Aurora committee.

As some of you have heard, Keith and his wife,
Colleen, welcomed their son, Scott, into the world on
April 28 (three weeks earlier than expected!); mother and
baby are doing fine. Congratulations to the proud
parents. Keith, of course, has put aside most of his
MonSFFA duties to tend to baby, but is managing to
devote what [iftle free time he has these days to working
on Warp. As always, I'm assisting by handling the photo-
scans, though my free time is limited, too, because I've
been putting in a lot of overtime at work lately. So, as I'm
sure you've noticed, this issue of Warp is coming out late.
But, along with Mike Masella, we are managing to get the
newsletter done, at least, and we trust you'll bear with us
through the summer. Keith informs me that printing
costs are creeping up and so we’ll probably be looking at
ways to trim Warp down just a bit in order to stay within
our allotted budget. Your input on this matter is
welcome.

There are lots of summer films in theaters; the
Hollywood SF/F trend this year is alien invasions. By the
way, if you happen to go see the new Mission: Impossible
film, pay close attention to the NFB animated short, How
Dinosaurs Learned To Fly, which precedes it. I worked on
it—look for my name in the credits.

Conventions, movies, Warp, partying or just plain
relaxation—whatever you’re doing this summer, have

fun!
Lynda Pelley
President, MonSFFA

.

UE:

CON+CEPT ’96 REVIEWED (PAGE 10)
PLANT 9 McMORIES, PAR: Il (PAGE 16)

MOVIE REVIEWS (PAGE 15)
AND MORE...
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MonSFFA and Warp welcome
letters of comment and inquiry.
Mail letters to: P. Box 1186, Place
du Parc, Montreal, Quebec, Canada,
H2W 2P4. Unless otherwise
instructed, we assume all letters are
intended for publication. Warp
reserves the right to edit letters
where deemed necessary.

]

MonSFFA received the following
two letters at the beginning of the
suminer. We have responded accordingly,
indicating our strong support (of
course!) for the SFtv bid, and our keen
interest in taking part in the proposed
Star Trek exlubit at Complexe
Desjardins. —Ed

L’AMonSFF a recu ces deux lettres
suivantes au début de 1’été. Nous avons
repondu a ces lettres, indiquant notre
appui incontesté (naturellements!) au
sujet de la demande de SFtuv, et
également notre interét a prendre part a
I” exposition de Star Trek proposée et
devant étre tenue au Complexe
Desjardins.—Ed

Dear Sir/ Madame,

I am writing to you with a
special request from SFtv Canada.

Atlantis Communications and
Allarcom Pay Television have joined
forces to operate a specialty channel
(SFtv Canada) in Canada. SFtv will
be a showcase for Canadian past
achievements and future talent in
science fiction, fact and fantasy, and a
chance to establish a powerful venue
for our unique imaginative heritage.

The Atlantis/ Allarcom appli-
cation is a most extensive and

LAIP

effective proposal to develop
Canadian science fiction. It will
provide new opportunities and new
markets for Canadian SF writers, as
well as our directors, producers and
actors. SFtv is an attractive pro-
gramming option that Canadians
cannot receive now and our surveys
have demonstrated that they want.

I am collecting material on the
popularity of science fiction in
Canada. Could you please contact
me with information on how many
members belong to your club.

If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact me. Thanks
in advance for your help.

Sincerely,

Maureen Prentice
Allarcom Pay Television Ltd.
Edmonton, Alberta

dhkkkkkhhkk

Bonjour,

Nous sommes actuellement a la
recherche de partenaires et colla-
borateurs en vue d’organiser le plus
grand rassemblement de Trekker et
d’artéfacts reliés au monde fant-
astique de Star Trek. C'est sur la place
publique du Complexe Desjardins
que nous souhaiterions exposer
objets, photos, maquettes, affiches,
etc. de Star Trek et en méme temps y
regrouper tous les adeptes.

Nous envisageons organiser cet
événement grandiose du 9 au 21
septembre 1996, ce qui nous per-
mettrait d’en faire le coeur de notre
promotion d’automne. Il est d’ores et
déja acquis qu’un maximum d’efforts
publicitaires et promotionnels seront
foumis pour optimiser 'impact du
projet. De plus, notre expertise et nos
équipements (vitrines, panneaux,
cimaises, kiosques, etc.) permettront
4 nos intervenants spécialisés de
bénéficier de facilités, d’une logis-
tique et d’une équipe technique pro-
fessionnelle.

Enfin, nous vous invitons a lire le
dossier ci-joint pour mieux juger de
la qualité des événements qui ont
marqué la vie du Complexe Des-
jardins et de l'importance et du
sérieux que nous accordons a cette
promotion.

Nous souhaiterions donc vive-
ment obtenir votre collaboration et
celle de vos membres pour nous
aider et nous guider dans nos
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démarches. Aussi, nous vous in-
vitons & communiquer avec nous
pour toute information additionnelle.

Dans l'attente de vos nouvelles,
nous vous prions de recevoir,
Madame, Monsieur, I’expression de
nos meilleurs sentiments.

Serge Gauthier
Place Desjardins Inc.
Montréal, Québec

% Je e Jed Kk K K de ok

Dear MonSFFen,

Thank you for the issue of Warp
37. Here goes with comments...

Addendum to my published
letter: add Prisoners of the Knight to
the list of Toronto and area cons that
have been cancelled, a disturbing
trend that I hope has solved itself. 1
was told that chair Dave Gracey got
cold feet and cancelled the con,
although what he needed were
experienced people running the con
for him. Many of us who have some
con-running experience phoned him
with offers of help, but he never
returned any of his calls.

I wish we could have gone to
ConeCept ‘96, but finances just
wouldn’t allow it.

The Globe and Mail recently pro-
filed Mark Shainblum and Gabriel
Morrissette (any relation to Alanis, I
wonder?) and it’s great to see the
success that they and Angloman have
enjoyed. I gotta save up $10 and pick
up a copy.

TT9 (reviewed by Lynda Pelley)
was an okay con for me. Fan-run
cons are finding that interest in Star
Trek is drifting, so more B-5 and X-
Files programming is being sub-
stituted. At Odyssey Trek in Niagara
Falls, after the con lost Ethan Phillips
as a guest, they got Richard Biggs
from B-5, which may have saved the
con right there. A Trek con with no
Trek guests? We may have to get used
to it, and Trek cons may redefine
themselves as general media cons.

Yes, I would agree with the
scientific study (“Sensors”) that says
that one out of every 10 Trek fans is
maladjusted. This really is a non-
news report, one tailored for the
press, who like to attack groups like
Trek fans. I'd also expect that one out
of every 10 people everywhere are
maladjusted. Let’s take the positive
spin on this report: 9 out of every 10
Trek fans are normal, everyday






ViehSEEARC G

“ALL THE CLUB NEWS THAT FITS, WE'LL PRINT!”

HAVE YOU MOVED?

Have you moved over the
summer? If so, be sure to advise
MonSFFA of your new address and,
if apy cable, your new phone
number.

MonSFFA MAIL DELAYED

A glitch down at the post office
may have delayed delivery of some
of the club’s incoming and outgoing
mail. The problem has now been
cleared up and we are assured that
MonSFFA’s mail is back on track.

RECENT
MonSFFA MEETINGS

March 17

The club’s March meeting drew
some 35 MonSFFen while the city’s
annual St. Patrick’s Day parade
formed up on the street just outside
our Maritime-Hotel meeting room.
With Ireland’s patron saint in mind,
we began the afternoon’s program-
ming with a discussion of Celtic
influences in fantasy literature. Guest
speaker Cynthia Dudley, along with
MonSFFA members Graham Darling
and Marc Duro: er, made up our
panel and gave an historical over-
view of the Celts, spoke of their
folklore and of how many fantasy
writers have mined Celtic mythology
in the creation of eir stories.

As it happened, the club’s Plant 9
From Outer Space video-film was
fresh out of the editing suite and the
group was treated to a special, small-
screen sneak preview (Plant 9’s
public premiere would take place the
next weekend at ConeCept '96).
Response was very positive and the
folks who had acted in the pro-
duction got an extra kick out of
seeing themselves on screen.

Andrew Weitzman and Cathy
Palmer-Lister capped the afternoon
off with a primer on the works of

LAP

Terry Pratchett, author of the
wickedly humourous Discworld
series, and Cone*Cept Guest-of-
Honour the coming weekend.

April 21

Keith Braithwaite and Lynda
Pelley led off with a preview of the
coming summer season’s SF/F
movie fare. They gave brief outlines
of the movies (Barb Wire, Dragonheart,
Independence Day and others) and
offered their guesses, based upon
pre-release buzz, as to whether each
was likely to be worth the price of
admission.

The remainder of the meeting
was devoted to a look at SF/F film
production techniques, amateur and
professional.

Sylvain St-Pierre spoke of the
importance of pre-production. Script,
production designs, storyboards and
detailed production notes, he ex-
plained, must be squared away before
the cameras roll. These form the
blueprint of a film project, giving you
a good idea of what the final result
will look like. Sylvain brought along
examples of pre-production work for
an amateur computer-animated short
that he’s producing.

Lynda then screened raw footage
from the set of Star Trek: The Next
Generation, illustrating the lengthy
process of creating what would end
up being a brief scene of only a
minute or two. Perhaps an hour of
footage was shot in total, covering
many different angles to furnish the
director with plenty of options, and
allowing for the insertion, later, of
special effects. The completed scene,
as it aired, was shown at the
conclusion of Lynda’s presentation in
contrast to the raw footage.

The screening of the Plant 9 From
Outer Space “Making of...” / Bloopers
reel gave the audience a look at how
a minimal-budget homemade pro-
duction is put together. While the
TNG professionals worked their
scene from all sorts of angles, the
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amateurs putting Plant 9 together
kept things simple, permitting no
more than two or three angles per
scene, and generally keeping the
actors to no more than a couple of
takes.

An encore screening of Plant 9
closed the afternoon’s programming.

May 12

Mother’s Day, not unexpectedly,
saw a few less than our usual 30-35
in attendance.

Josée Bellemare and Liz Marcotte
were up front during the first half of
the meeting; the topic: PSI powers in
sci-fi. The discussion centered on
various, well-known film and tele-
vision characters possessed of PSI
powers (TNG’s Deanna Troi, B-5"s
Bester, Star Wars’ Luke Skywalker
and Darth Vader), the ways in which
their powers are given play and the
challenges faced by writers who
must be careful to sufficiently limit
the powers of these characters for
dramatic purposes. The debunking of
versus the belief in such powers was
also touched on, including talk of
societal reaction—past and pre-
sent—to persons who claim to be
gifted with PSI powers.

Georges Dodds and Lynda Pelley
presided over a lively discussion of
genre heroes and villains during the
second half of the meeting. Audience
members cited favourite examples
and those qualities which make for a
great hero or villain were listed. It
was noted that the genre offered few
well drawn female heroes, more often
presenting us with unfortunate
stereotypes. Sidekicks and lackeys
were also given their due.

Thanks

The club thanks March-meeting
guest speaker Cynthia Dudley, and
MonSFFen Josée Bellemare, Keith
Braithwaite, Graham Darling,
Georges Dodds, Marc Durocher, Liz
Marcotte, Cathy Palmer-Lister, Lynda









BSOS BE & HOHSs S99SE  SSSSS SSS 8§ g









J1€

!

























FACT, RUMOUR AND SPECULATION FROM AROUND SF/F-DOM

Information for this column was
smuggled in across the Neutral
Zone.

CANADIAN WRITER
SAWYER WINS NEBULA

Toronto-based writer Robert J.
Sawyer has copped the prestigious
Nebula Award for his 1995 novel,
The Terminal Experiment. In addition,
a film company recently optioned
movie rights to the book.

Author of eight novels to date
(two of them as yet unreleased), and
a fast-rising SF star, Sawyer is
Canada’s only native-born, full-time
science fiction writer.

CANCELLED!

Space: Above and Beyond and the
quasi-genre series Nowhere Man will
not return to the small screen this

fall.
NEW SHOWS

Among the new SF TV offerings
coming this fall: Dark Skies, an X-Files
clone from NBC, Early Edition (CBS),
in which a man is able to see
tomorrow’s newspaper headlines
today, Hameboys in Quter Space, a
UPN comedy, and Millennium (Fox),
a new series from X-Files creator
Chris Carter (see item below).

TREK VIII

Producers have decided on Star
Trek: First Contact as the title of the
next Trek film, eighth in the series,
second featuring the Next Generation
cast. Jonathan Frakes is directing and
his Riker character, according to
some insiders, is to e given a
meatier role in e film, in pre-
paration of having him fill Picard’s
shoes should Patrick Stewart decide
against doing any further Trek
movies (as rumours suggest he may).

LAIP

The story begins with Worf
biding adieu to the DS9 crew, taking
command of the Defiant and flying
into battle with the Borg. The Defiant
is destroyed but Worf somehow
survives and is rescued by his old
TNG crewmates aboard the Enter-
prise-E. Picard then leads a fleet of
starships in an all-out assault on the
Borg. The battle ends with the
seeming destruction of the machine-
beings, but in fact, the Borg have
entered some kind of time vortex and
travelled to a past reality in which
they rule the Earth, and have for
hundreds of years! Picard takes the
Enterprise-E in after them and the
crew meet up with Zefram Cochrane
(discoverer of the warp drive),
enlisting his aid in defeating the Borg
of this past to insure a future for the
Federation.

Expect an appearance by Dwight
Schultz as Lieutenant Barclay and
watch for what is said to be an
impressive costume/ make-up job on
the Borg queen. What you won't see:
cameos by original-series stars.

Paramount is hoping to release
the film in time for the U.S.
Thanksgiving holiday.

PARAMOUNT PLANS
“WOODSTOCK FOR TREKKIES”

Paramount is putting on a
special Trek convention, dubbed Star
Trek 30: One Weekend on Earth, in
September to coincide with the 30th
anniversary of the original series’
premiere. The con will feature,
among its many guests, William
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy and Kate
Mulgrew. The big show takes place
in Huntsville, Alabama, and has been
described by one company flack as a
“Woodstock for Trekkies.” Tickets for
a single event will go for about $30
while a full-weekend package could
run as high as $300 (this would
include astronaut training sessions
and visits with former Apollo
astronauts)!

22

SULU TO CAMEO ON VOYAGER;
DS9 WILL HAVE “TROUBLE WITH
TRIBBLES”

The coming season will find
Captain Sulu visiting the Voyager
gang!

Also, DS9ers will interact will
original series characters from the
“Trouble With Tribbles” episode, by
way of the same digital tricks which
allowed Forrest Gump to interact
with dead American presidents.

CFCF DROPS DS9

Montreal’'s CFCF-12 TV station
has opted to drop Star Trek: Deep
Space Nine from its schedule come
fall. Star Trek: Voyager will continue to
air. Both series have seen substantial
declines in their ratings (continent-
wide) over the past year.

NEW DOCTOR WHO
MOVIE PULLS POOR RATINGS

Ratings were not encouraging for
the new Doctor Who movie, which
aired on the Fox network back in
March. Who fans, of course, are
lobbying hard for more of their
hero’s adventures, but given the
lower-than-anticipated Nielsen
numbers, it seems unlikely that Fox
will green-light any further travels
for the Doctor.

JON PERTWEE PASSES AWAY

Doctor Who fans noted the pas-
sing away, on May 20, of Jon
Pertwee, who played the third
incarnation of the Doctor for five
seasons (1970-74) of the popular BBC
science fiction series. Pertwee suc-
cumbed to a heart attack while on
vacation in the U.S. He was 76.

ALIEN: RESURRECTION

The fourth Alien film will star
Sigourney Weaver, as a clone of the



late Lieutenant Ripley, and Winona
Ryder, as an android enlisted to help
battle alien hordes attacking Earth. A
'97 release is planned.

C US CARTER
PRODUCING NEW SF SERIES

X-Files creator Chris Carter intro-
duces a scary new SF series this fall,
scheduled to air on Fox. Millennium
stars Lance Henriksen (who played
Bishop in Aliens) as Frank Black, an
ex-FBI agent who heads a mysterious
group determined to counter a wave
of violence sweeping the nation as
the new millennium approaches.
Black possesses the uncanny ability
to enter a criminal’s mind. The pilot

episode will feature a serial killer
who recites poetry and a strip club
with walls that ooze blood and spit
fire. Megan Gallagher plays Black’s
wife.

Carter concedes that his new

show will explore some of the same

kinds of dark themes explored by
The X-Files, but stresses that the
differences between the two shows
will be greater than their similarities.

IN FIT OF MILLENNIUM
MADNESS, FOX MOVES X-FILES
TO SUNDAY NIGHT

Fox has made way for Chris
Carter’s above-mentioned new series
by scratching The X-Files from the

network’s Friday evening sked and
bumping it into Space: Above and
Beyond’s now vacated Sunday
evening slot. X-philes are not,
generally, pleased with the shuffle.

HIDDEN TRACKS
ON X-FILES CD

X-philes will love this: Songs in
the Key of X, a CD music comp-
ilation inspired by the creepy Fox
series, includes two hidden tracks!
Usually, unlisted, extra tracks are
tacked on to the end of a CD, but in
this case, they are positioned at the
beginning. Listeners need to know
theyre there in order to access them. The
liner notes offer a clue, pointing out

CanFandom

A Quick Look at Goings On in

G
CUFF Fading Away

Canadian fannish
institutions never die,
they just fade away, and it
looks like the Canadian
Unity Fan Fund (CUFF)
may do just that. Each
year, the CUFF foots the
bill for an Eastern fan’s
trip west, or a Western
fan’s trip east, to attend
Canada’s national SF
convention, Canvention.
Interest in and support for
the CUFF has been
lukewarm, at best, in
recent years. Neither of
the two nominees this
year received the
necessary six sponsors
required by CUFF’s rules
and the fund’s current
administrator, Linda Ross-
Mansfield, who has
doggedly stumped for the
cause, ow appears ready
to pack it in. CUFF could
v | be history by year’s
end; Linda’s last-ditch
proposals for the fund

Canadian Fandom
s

include folding it and
disbursing accumulated
monies amongst various
Canadian SF cons, with
the request that the
money be allocated to
sponsoring Canadian fan
guests. (Cone*Cept con-
com take note: Linda’s list
of cons which might be
recipient of CUFF money
does not include
ConeCept!)

Maritime Sci-Fi
Festival A Huge
Success

Organizers of the
Maritime Science Fiction
Festival (April 13-14) can
take great pride in having
put on a first-time
convention which
attracted some 1500 fans!
The Festival, we
understand, was the first
Atlantic-Canadian con to
feature actor-guests.
These included Star Trek’s
Majel Barrett

T

Roddenberry and Robin
Curtis, and Red Dwarf's
Robert Llewellyn. Also
guesting: Canadian writer
Ngaire Genge, author of
The Unofficial X-Files
Companion. Patterned after
the now defunct Montreal
Science Fiction Festival,
the Maritime version’s
staggering attendance
numbers more than
doubled the Montreal
Festival’s best showing.

Klingon Civil War

Montreal-based units
of KAG/Kanada recently
suffered an unfortunate
spate of in-fighting, the
petty club politics
becoming just too much
for at least one
“commander,” Cathy
Palmer-Lister (who also
happens to be MonSFFA's
vice-president). Cathy
resigned from KAG only a
few months after
launching a new “ship.”

Unwarranted, below-the-
belt slagging directed at
her was the last straw that
she says convinced her
that it was time to quit,
despite counsel from
supporters who urged her
to stay. Hobbies are
supposed to be fun and
for Cathy and others, all
of this feuding and
sniping has taken the fun
out of KAG and sullied
the club. The local KAG
membership has now split
into at least two ships. Of
positive note, bad blood
spilt over all of this seems
to have been minimized
and the differing factions
have agreed to disagree
and cordially get on with
their respective activities.

100-Member French-
Language SF/F Club in
Montreal

Alliance Fiction
Montréal, a recently
formed genre club here in
Montreal, claims a
membership of about 100.
The French-language
group meets Friday
evenings to go to the
movies and publishes a
bi-annual, semi-pro
magazine.
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